CHRISTIAN: 
Great Intereſt : 


In Two PARTS. 


Part I. Containing the Tryal of a Saving 
Intereſt in Chriſt, 


Part II. Shewing how to Attain it: With 
he, manner of Expreſs Covenanting with 


Art 3 1 


By W.GUT HRIE, Miniſter of the 
Goſpel in SCOTLAND. 


To which is added, 


A PREFACE, giving ſome Account 
and Character of the Author, by RT. 
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q IS Little Bool, having pal}. 
ſo 25 Inpreſſions, both in 


and Englang, 
ar 5 5 Bo 


E 10 Fifty Y ears, ul 
ihe; finde it firſt was Print- 
and being commended by the Accep- 
ce of the Saints, needeth nothing more, * 
en op ſo N a Hand g re 
Narr i es 9 1 118. 
ors . 100 Lf uld i y- Rhe 
orld with ſomew Ede: is C:#tte 
er one Hint about his Book. It ip 
$ Author we owe the firſt Mention of 
ſonal Covenanting with God, We have 
ard more, far more, of making Warte 
Covenants for Reformation; and of 
ch Covenants for mutual Super 
ſhip, than we have ſeen of the keep»: © 
of them. But Mr. Guthrie firſt wrote 
Parſancl e as far 3 ever L 
A 2 could 
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it The Preface. 
c Could Had And that, not till he had. 
EF. conſulted many both Miniſters and Chr 
= fans. He having opened the Door, ſeves 
ral have followed, but, Non paſſibus 48 
J,; and by the length and artificial 
Method ia their Schemes of ſuch Cove 
ans, have put the Practiſers thereof in 
no ſmall Danger of running the Matter 
into a dry For mality, the Bane of all 
Holy Things. But it is plain that this Au- 
= thor deſięn d nothing in his ſhort Form ot 
Words, but to cloath the Act of Saving 


Faith Chri/t, i Expreſſions as ſuit 
t e 2 Baller 
* 2 William 6h was the Eldeſt 
Son of a ee in the Share 
of Angus in Scatland, of a good Fanly 
7 - a;competent ſtares. After 
{his Corſe of Phitofophy at The On; 
ef St. Audis bs, be Atq go to the 
8 college there, where-Theol-gy and 
the Hebrew are Taught, by ſeveral Pro 
* fefſors. And it was then no rare Thing 
for Young Gentlemen that had no Deſig 
of engaging themſelves in any of the 
three Learned Profeſſions, of Lam, Phy 
— or Divinity, to ſpend ſome Time a 
that College. hen, and there, it pleaſe 
Rang he Ltd, who had * him fro! 
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is Mother's Womb, to call him by his 
race, by the Miniſtry of Excellent Mr. 
el Rutherford, and this Young Gen- 
man became one of the firſt Fruits ß i 
s Miniſtry at St. Andrews. His Con- 
ſion. was begun with great Terrors 
God on his Soul, and was compleat , 
ith that Joy and Peace in Believing, that 
d Accompany him through: his. Lite=": 
pon this Bleſſed Changewrought in him, 
> did immediately reſolve to Obe che 
all of God, to ſerve him in the Mat- 
y of the Goſpel, which was given h 
ith the Lord's calling him effectuallß tor ul 
race and Glory: And he did for this 
d ſo diſpoſe of his outward Eſtate (ob 
ich he was Born Heir) as, not W 
tangled with the Affairs of this 
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fter ſome, Time ſpent in Study, he 
led to Preach, aud quickly after was ®Y 
tled in a Congregation in the Weſt"o# 
ptland, and did Shine in that Place, 
a few Months before his Death, that 
was driven away by Perſecution, in 
65. In this Place, he labour d With 
Diligence, and with no leſs Sucerß , 
himſelf owned to the Lord's Praiſe.” 3 
den. he ſaid that there was hardy a 
der his Charge, but were braught c 
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die Pat. a 
make a fair Profeſſion of Godlineſs, and 
had the Worſhip of God in their Fami 
lies; And it was well known, that mam 
of them were Sincere, and not a few 
tbem, Eminent Chriſtians. The Love H 
had to his People, made him ſtifiy refuſſſ 
Calls and Invitations, to Glaſgow o 
Edinburg, or Stirling, (where his ow! 
Couſin, Grave Mr. James Guthrie was Mi 
. niſter, (afterward Chriſt's faithful Marty 
whom I ſaw Die in and for the Lord, a 
Edinburgh, June 1ſt, 1661.) and plead: 
much in a General Aſſembly, that he migh 
=” have bis Miniſtry in that City, Which wa 
Bp 8 and Prophane at that Time 
But all to no purpoſe. In this Place, thi 
an abfeare One, fave by his Miniſtry, 
Uk all his few Days, except as is ſail 
have heard. ſeveral, Judicious Miniſte 
4 iſtians obſerve this of him, thi 
ereas many Worthy Miniſters hay 
Out-liv'd their Zeal, the Vigor of the 
© on and their Acceptance with t 
| Gs this Bleſſed Man rather encreas 
13 theſe to the laſt. | 
4 „His Stature was Tall and Slender 11 
Grave. His Natural Temper w 
5 ee Witty and Facetious, yet tes 
ped. with an, mn a Miniſt⸗ 
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and f Chriſt. | dare fol ee 1 
ami re Mixture in him my ſelf; And have 
zard from many Intimate with him, that 


ey have admired this in him, that im- 
ediately after his Recreations, and ſin- 
lar falls of Wit and Innocent Mirth ; **# 
hen called to Pray, he would ſpeak to I 
Sod with that Holy Awe, and Faith, and 
ove, and Life, as if we had come down YN 
om the Mount. ; I 
His Gifts were great; Strong Natural 
arts; A clear Head, and a ſound Heart. 
is Voice was of the. beſt ſort ; -Lond, 8 
nd yet managed with Charming Caden- 
ies and Elevations. His SER 
ular, and by it he was Maſter oF the © 1 
Paſſions of his Hearers. His Action in 
Teaching was more than Ordinary Ir 
as It all Decent and Taking in ts 
ave oft thought him in this, the Tikeſb-# 
o the Famous Mr. John Rogers, of Nel-— 
jam in Eſſex, by the Character I had of : 
im by many; and eſpecially from his 
inſman, Mr. Wiliam Jenkyn, who died 
hrilt's Priſoner in Newgate, 1884. #4 o 
In Preaching, Praying, dealing, wil 
liſtreſs'd e and ap ſeading 
or the Cauſe of God in the Allenby 
df Miniſters he was Eminent, and g 
| "rally q 
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6 Preface. © 
© nerally ſo Eſteemed in his Day, which 
do well remember. 
I have heard many Paſſages of God 
Preſence with him, and of his Bleſſing © 
his Labours, which I forbear to mention 
both becauſe it is unfit to give a long Pre 
ace to a: ſhort Book ;, and becauſe I am 
not without hope, that ſome: will thin} 
it fit, to make this Great Man better 
E known. 1710 
Ihe main humbling Thing, that at 
= tended him, (next to the Apoſtacy in 
= the Land; and cruel Perſecution. of the 
Church of chriſt in it) was a crazy Body, 
afflicted much with the Sone, and at laſt 
wich an Ulcer in his Kidneys, Which 
brought him to his Grave, in 166 5. when 
bad lived little above Forty Two 


his was the Man, that the Rulers is 
Scotland could not then bear; But tho 
the Love and Eſtcem, that moſt of the 
= Neighbouring Nobility and Gentry bare 
to him, did prevail, for a Year or Two, 
10 riod him in his Place, after many 
of his Brethren were caſt out: Yet at 
length, a Party of the King's Guards, 
Vas ſent to turn him out, and to put a 
ranger in his Place. une 
LEO 2 | nce 
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Ce he gave way; and went ona Vi- 


to his Friends, where he was quickly 
ped with a Fit of his Diſtemper, and 
d, in 1665. in Angus; I have oft 


Preach. And if my YoutIfthen, did 


ke me an unfit. Judge of his real gras 4 


orth, yet his Name was ſo Famous, 


iniſters, and ſo many of Defolate Con- 
egations, (and both were multiplied in 
tal 1662.) that I do but declare 


6 ſeen | | 
n, convers'd with him, and have heard 
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ö Miniſtry ſo Followed, eſpecially in his 4 
two or three Years, by many Ejected 3 
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as then the common Senſe of Thouſands: i 


Scotland, that Mr. Gathrit was every-* 


y an Eminent Goſpel-Miniſter, Ib 
d a ſpecial Advantage for knowmg. 


e Spirit of ee N - My own 


onour'd Father and 


kept for many 73 
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ars a conſtant Weekly Correſpondenae % 


Letters, many of which from Mr. G '2 
rie to my Father, I did; Peruſe, and”? 


reral of them I have ſtill by me, writ- 


his own Hand. 5 


This was the Great Man, the Author | 


this /mall Book ; and it is all that he 


er Publiſhed. Some ſmall Scraps of lf 
me of his Sermons, I have ſeen in Print, 
bliſhed many Years after his Det by 3 

ſome 
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A that beſides the commonneſs of this ſame 
© Judgment of him, with Thouſands, in 


As very Lame and Defective,) I have on 
> Record by me in Writing for ſeveral 
"Years, ſome ſingular Things concerning 
= pans Which T forbear to Publiſh, - 


* 


X .O TRAIN 


Author. This much I have ſaid at a 


any think ſtrange, that I, who am none 
of the oldeſt Men, can fo freely give a 
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ſome Honeſt, but unjudicious Hand, that 
declare little of the true Spirit of the 


ſlender Deſire of the Re- printer of the 
Bool, as judging it both my Duty and my 
Honour, to declare what I have ſeen and 
heard of this Excellent Perſon. And if 


Character of a Perſon who hath been 
near Forty Years Dead; I can tell them, 


the Weſt of Scotland to this Day, (of 
whom, many will Cenſure this Account 
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Chriſtian Reader, W. 


TV Hile the generality of Men, — | | 
+ ſpecially in theſe Days, by their © 
eager Purſuit after low and ü, 


|  __ _ Intereſts, have proclaimedigs - 
on the Houſe 10ps, how much chey have 1 
which 


to make Choice of that better Part, 

choſen) ſhould never be taken from them 1 

ve made an Eſſay, ſuch as it is, in the fa 
eatiſe, to take thee off from this unprofitable; ® | 
gh painful Purſuit, opefing the choiteſt f. 
ereſts, even the Chriſtian's Grear Intereſt, to be 38 
iouſly pondered, and conſtantly purſued by thee -. 
jou mayeſt think it ſtrange, to ſee any Thing *u 
int from my Pen; (as indeed it is a Surgriz®- 7 
my ſelf) But Neceſſity hath made me for 1 
e to offer ſo much Violence to my own Inclina- 1 

in regard that ſome, without my Know» * © 
ge, have lately Publiſhed ſome imperfeR Notes | © 
a few of my Sermons, moſt 1 caſt to- 
* prefixing muy 2 vain Title 0 4 E 
ging to my ſelf, as the P liſning ng of the Thi ad 
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mens To the Readers _ 
F A Clear Attractive Warming-Beam, Ve, Up 
tb Occaſion I was prevailed with to Publiſh thi 
lietle Piece, wherein I have purpoſely uſed a m 
bomely and plain Stile, Wy otherways, ( thou 
wen 1 have ſtretched my ſelf to the utmoſt,” I. 
Som * [+ * [ade Underſtanding) 
abe above the reach of the Rude and Jon 
4 rant, whoſe Adv I have AY af 2 
_ conſulted : I have likewiſe ſtudied Brevity in evt 
5 Thing, [0 far as ] conceived it to be conſiſte 
3 th Plainneſs and Perſpicuity; knowing that t 
4 to whom I Addreſs my ſelf herein, bar 
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ier much Maney to ſpend upon Books, 1 
Time to ſpare upon Reading. If thow be : 


| «Reed Cricick, I hie thou maye/t meet with f 
= "oe Tongs to Carp at, yet aſſure thy felf, th 

Ib wo! to 2772 thee, nei - wall e 
ip Approbation ſatisfie me; It's thy Edifie 
eien T intend, together with "the Incitement 


ome pthers, more Expert, and Experieuc'd int 
2 — ubjet, to handle the ſame at great 
ks 
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ben mrs bia Hired os, „ 
? ES 'S Thy Servant in the Work 
oc de Geſpel, 
11 W, Guthrie. 
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aim to Chriſt, are hs + 
onfidence of his Favour, but,remain in the da 


bout Comfort, hefitating concerning the x4 J 
5odtineſs in themſelves, and Speaking littik 8 


commendatjon of Religion to others, ſpegially*-** - 
e thne of their Straits, T ſhall ſpeak à Hr 4 
Things af greateſt Concernment. The ones. 
4 Perſon ſhall know if le hath 4 true and pech ff 
eſt m_Chrift, and 'v r be doth lay juſt claim, . 
ods. Fevour and Salvation ? The othet is, F< . 
rſon fall ſhore in the fareſaid 2 wharwourſ® . 


I rake for making ſure God's dſbip and * * 
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m 1 himſelf ? OY a 
t 1. How ſhall a Man 2 1 a 
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2 - Tie Trial of a Saving | 
A.ſm. Before we ſpeak directly to the Queſtion 
we ſhall premiſe ſome Things to make way for 
Anſwer? As, 1. That a Mans Intereſt in Chriſt, a 
Sracious State, may be known, and that with mon 
certain ary. then People do conjetture 3 yea, and thi 
Knowledze of it may be more eaſily attained un 
then many do imagine: For, not only hath thi 
Lotcd commanded Men to know their Intereſt i 
im, as à thing, attainable, 2 Cor, 13. 5. 2 Pet. 
But many of che Saints have attained, unto th 
$715k; perſwaſion of their, Intereſt in Chriſt, and i 
God, as their. own God; Hou often do they cal 
= _ God and their portion ? And how perſwa 
* that 2 can ſeparate him fron 
17 an 8 38, 39. Therefore t 
a Mans gracious State is attaipable 
oldies of At, which may be attains 
fapo Trey a and bare Conceit, but it is moſt fun 

, art our Father, ſaith the Prophet in tl 
K _— the Church, J. Cg. 16˙ It is clear thwi 
* That can be no Fancy, but a very ſure: Kno 
dedg, which doth yield to a rational Man Comfe 
n maoſt real Straits: But ſo doth this, 4 Sam. 30. 4 
Wen the People ſpake of toning David Nb 7 
f bimſelf in the Lord his God, 
he will not be ai aid of ten de 7 1 

4 = ern, Xe Compare thẽſe Worqs u ich ver. 
7 of that Pſalm, 15 1, 3«Although am bot enc: 
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again bim, he is cquſi leni in this. 2. That is a ſu 
aof a thing, which maketh a wiſe Nie 


% _"<hantfel} all he hath that he may keep it ſure; t 
mae ech a — forgo Children, Lands, Lile, at 


e. the pe N P 11 ſo doth thi th 
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Intereſt in Chriſt. 3 7 
ion Jo 8 
nowledge, and no Fancy, whereupon a Man vo J 
* freely doth adventure his Soul, ben 
is ſtepping into Eternity wich this Word in bis 
outh, This i all ny deſire. But ſuch a knowledge 
this, 2 Cam. 23. 5. And again, Not only may a 
ddly Man come to the ſu e knowledge of his gia- 
aus State, but it is more ealily attainabletban ma- 
do apprehend ;. For (ſuppoling what ſhall he at- 
rwarwards. proved, that a Man may know-/the [ 
acious work. of Gods Spirit in himſelf it he-walt 2 
t argue rationally, from thence he ſhall be forge: + © 
> conclude his Intereſt ia Chrift, unleſs: he I | 
ear Scripture Truths. I ſhall only make uſe.ot © - + 
je here, becauſe we are to ſpeak more directly to 
pie afterwards. A, goly Man may argue thus © 
ra ſhoſoever receives Chrift, are juſtly reputed he 
| ildren of God, -Foh. f. 12, But 1 have received. © 2% 
heiſt all the ways which the Word there can im 
mug; for, 1 leaſe the device of Salvation by Chriſt, - - 
gc to the Terms; I wel:ome the offer of Ci 
noi all his Offices, as a King, to rule over me ß 
mio dect to offer and intercede ſor me, as a Prophe 
= teach me; Hay out my Heart for Him and to- 
00d Him, reſting on Him as Tam able; what elfe 
6. a be meant by the ward receiving ? Ther N 
d Mar 1 60 and conclude plainly and warrantably; | 
: Ju: * reckon my ſeif God's Child, acedruis 4 * 
** the aforeſaid Scripture,. which cannot fall.. 
Jui 1 he ſecoad Thing to be premiled, is, That a mm 
enen in Covenant with God, is a matter of 
3 zeſt Importance; it is his Life, Deut, 3. 47. 
u yet very few have or ſeek after a ſaving Intereſt 
the Covenant; and many fooliſhly thmk they 
ve ſuch. a thing without any ſolid ground, M/, 
ſeu find or walk in the narrow way. Thx ond 
3 2 * +. 2 
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* * The Trial of a Saving 
alarm people to bo ſerious about the matter, fince 
ir is of ſo great conſequence to be in Chriſt, and 
fince there be but few that may lay juſt claim to 
Aim, and yet many do fooliſhly fancy an intereft in 
Him, who are deceived hy a falſe Confidence, az 

:thefootiſh Virgins do, Mer. 25. 

The third Thing te be premiſed, is, Men muſt 

£0 be determined by Scripture, in this mat 

f their iptereſt in 27 The Spirit 

i the Scrigture, is Judge of alt Oontroverſſes 72 

i . 20. Fo the Lam aud ibẽ Prophers 3 and if it ſpe 

*  trording to theſe, there is no Truth in it) ani of this] 

2 d, whether a Man he ſavingly in Covenant with 

* not. Therefore do not mock God whit 


. ty ſearch aſter ſych a ons I we pr oy 
? ; 


Seripture ( which is the yn. Nero ru 
ou are {SE and have ftricken Covenant 
* thing ly with reſolve to grant fa. much 
2 — quieſgo in it: . if the appear 
there Then determination of the Ce onde 
elſe you do but mock the Lord, a bY 1 1 8 
"ſhall be made 9 . 28. 22. fl 
Word cannot fail un. 5. 18. ere ek 
Eye: ſalve from Chriſt to judge of 
| as the word of God ſhall diſcover them fo. * 
The fourth Thing to he premifed, 18, We 
* the matter of a Matis lutereſt in Chrift of i 
N importance, and the way to attain to the knowl 
| Theo: it, ſo plainly held forth in the Seriptures, 
2 exe be but few who _ £2 1 5 know 
leds of it; And that this ma OUTage an) 
am n — attempting ap + 40 ho ID fea 
Me. Roaſons, why.ſo few come to the clear Wente 
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' ciple of Life, there flow out Acts of a new Life 
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- Wantonneſs, there is, without doubt, in ſo Ine 
K nz ere is Mercy with him, up a 
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thin, that the Love which ſent a Saviour, had 


der many from the knowledge of their Intereſt id 


hat God alohe is the hope of his People; he is cal 
ie Hope of Tract, Fer. 14. 8. Although inhe 


og of the Heart up on him as a full bleſſing and (i 
. tj fying Portionz is Faith (1 Per. 1. 21. the Faith ad; 
k 1 e muſt be ia God) and the only proper Condy 
TY which giveth right to the ſaving .Bleſſings! 


and Spiritual: Upon all which, from that new prin- 


(Gel.-5. 6. Faith workerh by Love, Rom. 6 18, 22 
and the Man becometh a Servant of Righteouſneſy 
and unto God) which doth eſpecially appear in the 
ſpirituality of Worſhip, (Job. 4. 24. Rom. 7. 6 
Men then ſerve God in Spirit and Truth, and in the 
75 5 of the Spirit. and not in the oldneſs of the 
Letter) and tenderneſs in all manner of Converſatf 
on the Man then exerciſeth himſelf how to keep j 
Conſcience void of Offence, tr. Af. 24. 16. Nov 
this way doth the Love of God diſcover it ſelf unt 
Man and acteth on him, ſo as he hath ground d 
laying ſome good claim to it; ſo as he may'juft) 


ſpett to ſuch a Man as bath found theſe T hings mad: 
out unto him. Surely, Tgnorance of this doth hi 


riſt+ Fer, if a Man know not how God worketilf 
with a'Perſon, ſo as he may juſtly lay claim to hi 


the dark. and not come to the knowledge of an 
tereſt in him. 3. Many are alſo ignorant of- this 


gent Qualifications are Eyidences of it, yet the ftay 


. Row. 4 5+ To. him that wortenh 1 
7 teyerk, Fahb is imputed for Righteouſneſs: - l 


— rus liberty here, and turn Gra 


«* W. * - 
s SS AM - 


. * 
| „ 


- ry : 
ms 1 + 
PR 1 * 


Imereſt in ft  T 

dition, chat it conciliate fear to him, fa 1304 
* Yea, hardl u any Man, v ho hath found the 
reſaid E xpreſſions of God's Love made out ag 
m, make à Cloak of the Covenant for ſinful Niher- 
without ſome meaſure of a Spiritual Confljet vin 
s reſpelt he that is born of God, doth not din ʒ auc 
who doth ſo Sin, hath not ſeen God, 1 Fob. 3. 6, 

I ay, God is the hope of his People, and 
ir own holineſs.” If they intend honeftly, 4 
g ſeriouſly to be like unto him, many —_—_ 'J 
ould not weaken their Hope and Confidence: Fr, 
is in him who changeth not, M1. 3. 6. And if any 1 
in ſinnerb, "be bath an Advocare, 1 Joh. wn ie Now, 
hen Men place their Hope in any other thing be. 
e the Lord, it is no wonder they be kept n a 
aggeting condition,” — to the 3 1 
e thing which they make the ground dt their 
ope, ſince they give not to God the Glot que 6 
$ Name; and which he will not give unte anothe yl 
Nowpare, Fſal. 9. 10. (They who know i Name 8 
> // put their waſt in thee} with Ma. 42. 9. My glovy * 


: 


I vor give io another: I am 1he"Lord, b is mt 
ime, 4. Many are ignorant of the different ways » 
degrees of God's working, with his Teopte; att 3 
doth much darken their knowledge and reg 
ts of their Intereſt in him. This ignorance dot run 
ainty on three Heads. (.) They are ignorant f 
e different degrees and ways of that Law zer 
hich ordinarily dealeth with Men, and of he 
ifferent way how the Lord bringeth home" Pane 
firſt to Chriſt They conſidet᷑ not that ca v 2 
dr js bot keht an Hour in Bondage, 4% Bravia 
ept in ſuſpence three Days, A4 ,” Z40hoifs hot N 
ne Moment, Cue 1 9. (2.) They de fiflgrant af, 
r at leaſt do not conſider, how differentah@egrees. - 
CS ** Þ I 2 1 


v8” FA map 5 


1 2 OC | 
Os - Saints, and heb I 
„in Tome, and 

the Fi l ng 12 in others; Some 
ee and more free Pp groſs outbreak 
their Prot ſſion much, as Job, Fab 
| 9 55 Luke 1, Thele are ſaid to be. 
P. waning tn in all the Commandments of God 
> Others were 42 9 very groſs and ſad wn 4 
as Solomon, Aſa, &c. (3.) They are ignorant of che 
'  Aifferent Communications of God's Face, and ex 
pPreſſion of his Preſence. Some do walk much i 
the Light of God's Countenance, and are much it 
ſenſible Fellowſhip with him, as David was ; othen 
are all their Days kept in Bondage chrough fea 
of Death, Heb. 2. 25. welle z the reef the 
Aifferent ways of God's wor ing with 
his People, doth very much —— am knowledge 
their Intereſt in him, whilſt they uſually Kia 
* Lord to one way working, which he dot 
not keep, as we have ſhewed in the former EY 


bel ſecond, Thing which doth darken Men about 

„ their Intereſt in Chriſt, is, There is one thing off 
"orher, wherein the ir beart in ſome reſpoct, doth 
condenm them, as dealing deceitfully aud goilful 
Jy with God. It is not to be expected, that thei 

a come to clearneſs about their latereſt, ho 
|  Teart doth. condemn them for keeping up ſome 
hon Tranſgreſſion againſt the Lord, ich therh 
. A not let go, neither are uſing the means hid 

2 they know to be appointed by God. for delivering 
>  thein from it; neither can theſe come toi cl 


Who know ſome poſitive Duty commanded then 
5 * SEN Þ 


s, which they deceitfully ſhift ang 
not cloſing cheat fylly with it, or not TY 


7 9 2. * 
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10 The Trial of a Saving 
it will be more eaſie to reach the knowledge of a 

. Intereſt in Chrift. 0 11447 #0 VOSS * a 
The third Thing which hindreth the "knowledy 
. of au Tntereft- in Chriſt, is a Spirit of floth an 
 [cattleſs Negligence in many: They complain tha 
- they know not whether they be in Chriſt or not 
but, as few take pains to be in him, ſo few'tal 
. Pains to try if they be in him. It is a Work an 
. Buſineſs which cannot be done Sleeping, 2 Cor. 13. 

The ſeveral Words uſed there, vi. Examine, Pr 
"Kyow-- ſay that there is a labour in it; diligent 
muſt be uſed to make our calling and election fu 
2 Pet. 1. 10. It is a Buſineſs above Fleſh and Blook 
I be holy Anointing, which teacheth all thing 
. muſt make us know the things freely given us of 
” _ God, 1 Cr. 2. 12. Shall the Lord impart a\Bnſine 
ol ſo great Concernment, - and not fo much as bd 
enquired after to do it for Men? Ezek. 36. 37. WM 
+ aſhamed, you who ſpend ſo much time in readinf 
* r in adorning your Perſons, in Hawi 
ing and Hunting, in conſulting the Law, concen 
s your outward ſtate in the World, and it may 
do ia worſe things than theſe : - Re aſhamed tha 
ou ſpend ſo little time in the ſearch of this, w 
ther you bean Heir of Glory or not; whether you 
de in che way that leadeth to Heaven, or that wid 
ill und you in Darkneſs for ever. You who judge 
beo you, and unworthy of your Pains, au 
3 ; 9 or minute of your Time, it is like in God 
Account, you have judged your ſelves unworthy 
ing Life, ſo as you have no lot with God 

ee in this matter. Ge e 
de fourth ching that doth darken the knowledg 
oy "of; Intereſt in Chriſt, is, Men do not condeſcear 
pion what would ſatisfie them; but complain th 


= © 


— 


. 
- 
= 
1 


ould ſatisfie? If the Lord b | p 
k in that matter, we were leſs inexcuſable; But 
ce the grounds of N and the true Marks. 


ay be full, 1 Fob» 1. 4. and that thoſe who 
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od will not ſhew unto them what he is about to dg. ö 

ich them ; but cannot yet ſay they know 

al ar ec > think thoſe are ele the. 4 

A thing. we think thoſe are 1c | 4 
ng 12 wo 


concerning his Purpoſe: This i- 2 


ve never, as yet, pitched on what wapld i 
em, nor are making earneſt we i after what 
left us im the 


an Intereſt in Chrift, are ſo clear and frequent in 
ipture, and fo many things written. that our 


ve may know that they have eternal Life, 1 um 
13. and ſince he that believeth hath a Witneſs 


it in himſelf, 1 Fobn 5.. 10. none can 
cuſe here: We may not here inſiſt to ſew what 


ay and ſhould ſatishe concerning our Intereſt, 
Ice we are to ſpeak direQly to it Ws 


The fifth thing that helpeth much to keep Men 
the dark, concerning their Intereft in ty 
they pitch upon ſome mutable grounds which 


e not ſo appoſite proofs of the truth of an Inte 
Chriſt, as of the comfortable ſtate of a rrillme-. 
ung Soul ſailing before the Wind, aud wo 

0 


[ grant are precious in themſelves, aui 
ake out an Intereſt clearly where they are; Yet 
y are ſuch, as without an Intereſt in Chrift may 
„and be known alſo in a good meaſure; We 
all touch a few of them. 1. Some think that 


who have a true Intereft in him are h %,/ę ? 
de prevailing. Power of every. Sin. But H 3 


ntrary to hat of Palm 65. 3. where we find thar 
Ay Man laying juſt claim to Pardon, in thecaſe 


» Where, Paul 


\ ” 
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N 
: 


) 


prevailing Inguity 3 _ 7. of Rom: 7. 22224. 2 


* 25 The Fial of a Saving © 
h from the Condemmation of the Law, ere 
E a Taw in his Members leads him Captirg 
B We sn. 2. Some think that all true Saints hard 
. | gerurm of Prayer at al times. Bur this is com 
Prayer at all times. Bur this is contry 

. many fad Exerciſes of his People, com 
often that they are not heard nor F 

of » Pſa. 12. 1. nyt >, Some thin 
cht all who have any true Intereſt in kim, h 1 


S od witneffing the {fame 288 0 
ration of that . 0 5 hen pe 
Dent — 16. { - Br 


* — * muſt firſt believe, and give credit to & 5 
iN . tha 
mere is Ine cnongh in him for Men, 1 5. 10% 
11. Ae 5 wh fr er, of 
7 FJ pi if 1. 12. In after 1 
Toit or F Pomiſe, Ke Ke. Al 

ng as People hold faft theſe Princi and theſ J 


ESE come to the 


1 For many” e 
a good title to etemal Life, who d not 
| 74. until it be made opt afterwards 
1. 13., things are written to Belieys 
e, chat th know they have a true wy 
1 g 0 


ju 
- 
* 
- 


92 . There? in 77% * 1 5 
to, Kerl Fafe that is, that they ae Y 
in I Poticvers) and i it 5" they knew'it 7 


mot before. 2. It is a'miftake to think; chat ul 
„bo come to the knowledge of their- intereft in 


2 e may ſay, a Kp big HW hs 


Believe "ky mine undelief, Mar. g. . 3. 


miſtake to think that every one who 
wafjon of bis Intereſt, Goth always te 
r he who to day may Ny of «7 
E 5 25 Refuge, Pfal. 21, 2 . 2. and het if 
19. 57. at another time fay, be i® 
al; 31. 22. and will ask, if the trath bf 6 
omiſe dotb fail for evernore ? Plat 77. 
It is alſo a miftake to think, that eve 
th attain a knowledge of their | 
* _—_ anſwer all objections ma = 
But yet they may bold faſt the 
, = fay, I ww whom 1 have believed, % 
12, There he few grounds of Chriſtiaa Re 
whereof many People are ſo perſwaded, as 
ey are able to maintain them — 
Arguments 1 to the contrary, a 
1 ma and wilt hold the concluſion ary, ante 
it is in this caſe in hand. Jt no 5 
fe to imagine, that the vain, gronodlels 
ence which many ne, nt A 
maintain,” is this knowledge 20 Ly 
riſt which we plead for; many oo. 


4p 4 2 
n to be their Father 8. 9 ES 
Heaven, who Ad 


n 12. Let we mu 
of this, ria all knowledge 2 


NY 
E 
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4 3 „ The Tryal — Saving 
à deh a alth theſe Fools be de- 
.ccixed; For whil Thouſand are deluded, ſome 
can ſay on and ſolid grounds, Ve know thu) 
we are ad, and that ;he whole World lyeth in 
Wickedneſs, 1 John 5. 19. 
F- —. Having premiſed theſe things, it now followeth, 
That we give ſome marks by. which a Man may knoufl 
ii be be ſavingly in Covenant with. Cod, and hath 
2. ſpecial intereſt in (hriſt, ſo as be may warranf 
. eben lay claim to God's Favour and Salvation. 
” ll only pitch upon two. great and Fange 
” + "Marks, not willing to trouble People wich mam 
And before we fall upon theſe, we will ſpeak e 
© preparatory work of the Law, whereof the Lordi 
doth ordinarily make wie, to prepare bis own waff 
in Men's Souls. This may have its own weight, af 
= @ mark, with ſome Perſons. It is called the wolf 
„ the Lau, or the work of Humiliation, It hath 
ſome proportion to that Spirit ot Bondage, & - | 
X23 and. doth now under the New Tel , 
t an ufer unto. it, and uſually lcadeth on to thi 
Pyrit of Adoption Only here let it be rememd 
4 1 That we are not to ſpeak of this prepa 
| Tatory work, of the Law, as à negative mark d 
the intereſt in Chriſt, as if none might lay clain 
to; God's favour, who hath not bad this pre parat 
work in the ſeveral fteps of it, as we are t 
a it z for, as we ſhall hear, the Lord doi 
always keep that Path with Men. 2. 
eat reaſon why we ſpeak of it, i-, becauſe thi 
dedleth with many (whom he doth effectual 
by ſome ſuch preparatory work. And to tho 
have — ſo d it may prove ſtrengi 
and will confirm them in Jaying the mg 
* EEE Which follow. 3. It may be 


1 
* 


12 . , 
hy 4 » 
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| Ser Wedges 

Spirit, as icx oA gracious Wer 

8 follow : For, as we ſhall tircumſtantiateit;it will 

rarely found to miſcarry, and fail ofia'gradous 

ſue. 4. Where God uſeth ſuch a preparatory” 

ork,” he doth not keep one way or meaſure.in-it, - 

we ſhall heart. $63 BN 

For the more diſtintt handling of this 

ry work, we ſhall ſhortly Hint the moſt ard 

aus, by which the Lord leadeth People in into the 

wenant ſavingly, and draweth them unto Chr iſt. 

Firſt, There are ſome called from the Womb, 
the Baptiſt was, Luke's. 41, 44. or in 

elr very young Years, before they can be deep» 

engaged actively in Satans way, 2 Iim. 3. 15. It 

nnot be ſuppoſed that thoſe have ſuch 2 

Py as we are to ſpeak — A 

uſe ſome ons may pretend to this way of 

ual u we offer theſe marks of it, where- 

thoſe who have been ſo called, may be confirm 

(1. ) Such uſe from their Childhood to be kept 

e of ordinary Pollutions, wherewith Childzen .. 3 

ually are defi ed; as Swearing, Lyi 8 M 

Religion and Religious Ferſons, Ce. | 

hom God calleth effettually, he ſanctifieth them 

dm the time of that effectual cilling; Sin ann 4 

ve dominion over them, as over others becauſe 


ey are under Grace, Rom 6. 14 (2.) So] | 
eter © 


* 


as it were, natural to them; I mean, they 

t be much preſſed to Religious Duties, e 

en they are but Children; They willngſy + - 
at way, becauſe there is an inward” principle 5 
ve conſtraining them, 2 Cor. 5. 14. (028th 

Id themſelves Servants of Righteouſteſs, NM. 
outward conſtraint, um. 6, 16. (3.YAlthowgh 


* : A 
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16 The Tryal of a Saving 
know not when they were firſt inted with 
T afrerwards they have ſuch exfciſes Spi 
rit befalling them, as theSaints in Sctipture (of wha 
kent converſion we hear not) do ſpeale of. Tt 
are ſhuc out from God upon occaſion now a 
then, and are admitted to come nearer again, ( 
- - their Apprehenſion.) Their Heart is alſo furthy 
droben up by the Ordinances, as- is ſaid of Lydid 
x 16. 14, and ordinarily they do remember 
when ſome ſpecial dit of Religion and Duty, « 
when ſome fin, of which they were not taking n 
tice before, was diſcoyered to them. They ul 
. can apply theſe things to themſelves, have much i 
ſay for their eſfeciual calling from their Youth, 
Secandly, Some are brought into Chrift in 
ſovereign y: When the Lord, by ior 
few words of lore ſwallowing up any Law worl 
nickly taketh a Perſon Priſoner at the firft, as 
did Zachens, Lube 19. and others, who upon 
word ſpoken byChrift, did leave all and follow him 
"and we hear no noiſe of a Law-work dealing wii 
them before they cloſe with Chrift Jeſus. At 
becauſe ſome pretend ro this way of Calling, 9 
fall touch ſome things more remarkable in th: 
5 Tranſ@Qtion with Zecheus, for clearing and confi 
mation. 1. He had ſome defire to ſee Chri 
and ſuch a deſire, as made him wave that whid 
ſome would have judged Prudence and Diſcretic 
whit de climbet up upon a Tree that he migh 
(ce him. 2. Chriſt ſpake to his heart, and t 
' word cook ſuch hold upon him, that preſently wit 
joy he did accept of Chriſt's offer, and cloſed wit 
235 as Lord, whilft few of any note were fc 
lowing him. 3. Upon this his heart did open to «| 
he 2 


Poor, although it ems, 


= 


Ul 
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ore. 4+ E 
ys, cridencing his reſpogt to Mees Law, and eg 

did ſigniſie before all the company then 
caring to ſhan.e himſelf in ſuch things as (roba: 


d were notout, or hn go the Worfd. g Mes 
heſe things, Chriſt confirmethand — 3 
gain by his Word, recommend ing to him that 


sf; of intereſt, which behoved to be 


* 5 * 


God's dealing with them from. that Script 
ither are they c vex chemſelves becauſe 
at of a diftia& preparatory Law-werle, if the 
rt have yielded unto Chrift, For, a | 
x deſirable, except for this end. Therefore, 
iſt doth offer hi directly in che Scriptute, s 
People ate invited to come to him: Anal: 
1gh many will not come to him, who is the Sure. 
until the Spirit of Bondage diftreſs them for ** 
ir Debt; yet. if 3ny upon the knowledge f 
ic loft eſtate, would flee and yield to Chr 9 
might warrantably preſs a law-work-upai 
As for others, whom Chrift perſwaded ay”. 


”. 


1 ni 
-onh 
-hril 
whic 


tio od to follow him, whatſoever he did, or h 
mig er he ſpake to them at his firſt meeting with. 12 
| th „ve muſt rationally ſuppoſe, that then” e 


rered ſo much of their own neceſſity, a his} 7 
fulneſs and excellency to chem, as made . 
all and run aſter him And. if he %%% .. 
1 By no more, ſince there is room cπ⏑b6 d 


rbyöcian, $0 that from all i 2} 
* 9 Ra * * 8 
* * | U 4 K 4 Y 


* . 
* 
— 2 . 
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is The Tria of © 
ſome may be confirmed and ſtrengthned, with 
nom God hath ſo dealt; So there is no ground 


* 


nor occaſion for deluded Souls to flatter themſelves 

in their condition, who remain ignorant and ſenſe e 
leis of their own miſeries and Chriſts alſifficiency WF”! 
3 duk hold faſt deceit. | WI FG l IF h 
| *®Thirdly, There are ſome brought in to Chriſt i o 
© Fay yet more declarative of his free Grace, ana 
is is, when he effectually callzth Men at the hour 
Death. We find ſomewhat recorded of this eic 
in that pregnant Example of the Thief on thin 
Cross, Luk. 23.39. 41. Although this ſeems noi | 
„veet pertinent for the purpoſe in hand; yet n 
an ſpeak a little of it, that on the one hand Mei! 
may be Tparing to judge and paſs Sentence up 
either themſelves or others, the laſt Brea 
” And we ſhall ſo circum ſtantiate it, that, on e 
deter hand, none may dare to delay fo great a = 
| ſineſs to the laſt Hour of their Life. We find the © 
Things remarkable in that Buſineſs between Chro 
aa che Thief; 1. The Man falleth at odds wid! 
huis former Companion. 2. He dareth not ſpea b 

. 
= wrong Word of od, whoſ* Hand is on him, ep 
E _ -— Juſtifiet him in all that i befallen him. 3. He nol» 
ſfſleerch Jeſus Chriſt perſecuted by the World; wi th 
dut a Cauſe, and moſt injuriouſſy. 4. He diſco en 
*&h Chriſt to be a Lord and a King, whilſt Enemi e 
Teem to have him at under. 5. He b=lizveth an 
ing of Glory after Death ſo really, that he pre ti 
A ha portion of it to the preſent ſafety of his do 
= , yt, Which he knew Chriſt was able to grant gh 
Fin at that time, and he might have choſen M. T 
eh che dcher Thief. 6. Although he was man 
„ee in himſelf, and  humbſed, that he piles 
hat Chrift would remember him; yet he ee 
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* Inte fest in Chriſt. „ 
pbly daring to throw himſeſf upon the Covenant, 
n Life and Death; and he had ſo much Faith t 
hriſts all- ſufficiency, that he judged” a imple re- 
embrance from Chriſt, would ſatisfyingly do his 
uſineſs. 7. He acquieſced ſweetly” in the word 23 
hich Chriſt ſpake to him, for the ground of his 
omfort. All which/are-yery clear in the caſe 7; 
at poor dying Man, and do prove a very el. 
ork of God upon his Heart. As this Example ma, 
courage ſome to wait for good from God, W 
annot as yet lay clear claim to any gracious work- 
his Spirit; ſo we obteft all, as they love their | 
duls, not to delay their Soul-bufineſs, hoping ſr 
ch a caſt of Chriſts Hand in the end; a* too . 1 
d. This being a rare Miracle of Mercy, with the 
lory whereof ( hrift did honourably tryumph'over 
e Tgnominy of his Croſs ;/ a parallel of which we 
ball hardly find in all the Scripture beſide. Vea 
there be but few at all ſaved, Mat. 20. 16. an 
oft few ſaved this way: So the Lord hath perem- 
orily threatned to laugh at the Calamity, and not 
d hear the cry of ſuch as mocked formerly at his 
eproof, ould not hear when he called e 
em, Pro. 1. 24, 26. which Scripture, although q 
oth not ſhut Mercies Door upon any, who at WEs#. 7 
our of Death, do fincerely judge themſelves H 
to Chriſt, as this penitent Thief did: Vet its” ll 
rtain, it implyeth that very few who ſit the offer 3 
til then, are honoured with Repentance, as BE 4.._ 
as, and ſo their cry, as not being ſincere and o NY 
ght ſtamp, ſhall not be heard. . . * 
The Fourth, and moſt ordinary way, by h 
any are brought in to Chrift, is, by a cler 
ſcernable Work of the Law and Humiiatiou Mn 
e ordinatily call the Spirit of Bondage, a8 , 
1 FY k * 
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ell beſore. . 107 
Conkicnce is awakened with Sin ati feat of Wrath F 
doth really wich *Chrift ; the contrary doll” 
apparr in Can, rad, ud n &c. But that v here 
£ there isa Conviction of Sin, awakening of Conſd 
ence, and Work of Hamiliatian, which, as we ſhal 
” , croumſtantiate it, doth rarely miſcarry or fail of 
1;gracious iffſue, but ordivarily- doch refolve into th 
ef Adoption. and a-gracivus work of God 
Spirit. And becauſe the Lord dealeth with man 
| | this way, and we find that many are mu 
. _ purled about the giving jadgment of this Lay 


work. | 

his Work is eicher more violent and ſudden 
expede,.or it is more ſober and tent, protraal 
ugh-a great length of tie, and To as the ſtejy 
dt it ate very diſcernable, It is more violent 
forme, as inthe Fe, Heu, and Nate other Co 
verts in the Beok of the Att ef rb: Apaſrs, on whe 
Chriſt did break in at an inſtant, and fell on the 
as with Fire and Sword, and hd them captive 
ridly z and becauſe ome great legal ſhakings are d 
cejtful, and turn to noching, if not worſe, we (hi | 
a at ſome Things remarkable ia theſe Conv4 

oben of before, which did prove the work of th 

La on them, to have had a gracious iffat and i 
en. . Sone Word of Truth or Diſpenſatieſ 
PNeuteth che Perſon to adreadful ſtand, with a gre 
fir in the Soul: Some are pricked in Heart, 159 
5 * Some fell on trembling, 4s 16. 29 and thi 
- . . Wincha ſtir, that the Perſon is brought to his wil 
ea. bat wilt vban haue me to lo? ſaith Paul z AW 
in ſball Hdo? faith the Faylor, Atts 1993 
„ue Perſon is content to have Salvation, at 
Dos friendſbip on any Terms, as the Queſtions & 
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1 
bat ſod FY 
not da? What would 


puld I not under cn ? 3, The huts cue? the. 
dition 0 ffered Chriſt and his Servants, as is % 
ar in the bee Scriptares. 4, The. Perſon. 
eſently becometh of one intereſt wick the Saints,” - - 
ming himſelf with that perſecuted Sqriety, Pulte. » } 
g reſp=Q on, thoſe whom he had formerly perſes” - 3 
ed, joyning and 4 with them in the pro · 
Non of Chf on all ha e Mith hom 
Lord hath ſo dealt. have mach to y for 2, gra» 
us Work of Gods ſpirit F ; and it is : 
ny of them can date their Work from ſuch a pare 
lar Time.and Word, or e and Lp | 
e. ſome account of what ed: Side > ug | 
m, and. of a ſenſible chang wing, in them 


| ee work wad 14 640 45 ; 
Enron ned ot _ 

oe Seps of Men Fxrcle under i ie ey ie 

oP. of it; we ſhall FP the 00 i 


in it. 
The he Lord layeth ſiege to who, 


have 0 uſed to yield im, * Y 

elf in 2 Ordi aces) 2 2 ſome W cw 
ached, Read, or born in on the mind, or 1 
e providence leading 3 in unto the Word, be dot f ; 

affaulc. the Houſe kept peaceably by che ron | 
1 the * 255 15 . who. is the 7 

im, Lake 11. 22. 
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nounced againſt 


- 28 The Trial of a Saving 9 
uch Sinners, 3 5 the Man knoweth him(c 
guiſty. The Spirit convinceth the Man, and bind 
eth it upon him, that he is the ſame Perſon again 
whom the Word of God doth ſpeak, becauſe he 
guilty of ſuch Sins, and from ſuch Sins the Man 
led on to ſee more, until (ordinarily i he comes 
ſee the Sins of his Youth, Sins of Omiſhon, Y 
yea, he is led on until he ſees himſelf guilty almo 
of the Breach of the whole Law; he ſeeth innum 
Table Evils compaſſing him, a; Dzvid ſpeaketh in 
fit of Exerciſe, Pſa. 40. 12. A Man ſometimes » 
ſee ugly fights of Sin in this Caſe, and is ſhat 
ſighted to reckon a filthineſs to every Sin almo 
Thus the Spirit convinceth of Sin, Fo. 16. 8. 
The Lord ſhaketh a ſpecial ſtrong hold in the Ga 
: fon a Refuge of Lies, to which the Man betake 
EF Himſelf when his Sins are thus diſcovered to hj 
A 145 poor Man pretendeth to Faith in Chriſt, whel 
1 dy he thinks his Burden is taken off him, as f 
Pbariſes ſaid, 7 h. 8. 4. Ve haue one Father, 
God. They pretend to a ſpecial relation of God 
2 common Lord. The Spitit of God beats 
Man from this, by the Truth of the Seriptut 
proving that he hath no true,Faith, and ſo no i 
reſt ia Chrift; nor any true ſaving Grace; hen. 
clear differences between true Grace and the c 
terfeit Fancies which the Man hath ini; and" 
teen him and the truly Godly,” as Chrift lab er 
eth to do thoſe, Fob. Z. 42, 44. F God were 
Farter, ye would love me. Te are of the Devil, fi 
40 the Luffs of ſuch 2 Father, So, Fear ſurpriſeil 
* Hypocyhee in Heri, Wat, 33. 14. eſpecially when 
+ Lord giſtovereth to him Canditions in many of Pl 


1 eee he truſted moſt) not eaſily att 
: e now ſeeth Grace and Faich ngthe: ft 
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Intereſt in Ch. * on 23 : 


en once he j them to be. · We may in ſome” 
ſpett, Bara hs wt here. The Spirit comiinceth | 
m of Sin, becauſe be bath nat believed on the on; he 

particularly convinced of unbelief, gon 16 9. he 
th now a huge diftance between himſelf and the 
zodly, whom he thought before out- ſtriped him j 
ly in ſome unneceſſary, proud, hateful-Preciſe- 


10 fs z he now ſeeth himſelf deluded, and in the 
uml oad way with the periſhing Multitude;; and ſo in 
nen of bis Miery, .coucherh down under hjs' 


n Burthen, which, before this time, he thought 
hciſt did bear for him; he now beginneth to ſcare 
the Promiſes, becauſe of that and ſuch other 


g ord:, M hat haſt thou to do to take my Covenant in thy” 

take 3+ The Man becometh careful about his Salvati- 
o bil» and beginneth to take it to Heart, as the one. ; 
wh ry: He is brought to this with the Ja —_—= _- 


as f . 16. 30. What ſball I do 10 be ſaved? His Sal- 
jon becometh the leading thing with him: It was 

ſt in his Thoughts before, but now it prevaileth, 

eats other Things are much miſ-regarded by him, 

ptuflee ibis Soul is ready to peril ſhall it prefit him 

gin the whole World if le loſe bis Soul ? Mat. 16. 26. 
heul ve here are much puzled with Thoughts of an ir- | 
| overabledecree to their prejudice, and with the” 


c 
* us of uncertain Death, which may attach them 
N lat ore they get Matters put to a point; and ſome 


were rexed with Apprehenſions , that they ate guiltx 
it, he Sin againſt. the Holy Ghoſt, which is unpar- 
pable, and ſo are driven a dangerous length, Sa» 


4 ſtill caſtin 

1g up to them many ſad Examples of 
* py pple, = have dolefully put an end to their * 4 
fly neren: Bot they are in the band of cc bo 
3 MSC | _ 


bn 


. ed Mercy, 2 Chron. 33. 12, 13. and other Scripture: 


24 The Trial of a Saving 
knoweth how to ſucoour 'them that are tempted, 
b. 2. 18. 
5 When a Man is thus in hazzard of miſcarry- 
ing, the Lord uſeth a Work of preventing Mero 
towards him, quictly, and under-hand ſupporting 
him; and this is by bearing upon his mind the poſſi 
bility of his Salvation, leading the Man to the te 
membrance 0 = Proofs of Gods free and 
rich grace, pardoning groſs Tranſgrefſors, fuch 2 
Maniſſe, who was a bloody idolatrous Man, and 
had correſpondence with the Devil, and yet odtait: 


bearing offers of Grace and Favour indifferently t 
pay = xp * Chriſt whatiderer they hart 
focmerly ; So as the Man is brought again ts 
lk N ſba 1 dp to fu, 7 which ot] Ae 
t he apprehendeth à poſſibility of ing e 
elſe he would not proponad the Queſtion, Mea; 
lxeth chat, or the like Word, to himſelf, A mays 
Jejball be bid, Zeph, 2. 3 he findeth nothing 6 
cluding him tram. Mercy, dow, if he have.a Heart ky 
the Thing. Although here it may he, the My 
doth not perceiye that it is the Lord who upholdett 
et afterwards he can tell, that when his ſogt wa 
ipping, Gods Mercy held him up, as Pſal, 94, 1] 
18, the. Plalmiſt ſpeaketh in, another Caſe. Ag 
be will afterwards ſay, When, be was gs 4 Beaſt, 4 
44 Fool in many reſpelts, God held bim by the Ha 
285. Alter this diſcovery, da Nx 
5. Aſter this diſcovery of a ility to 
fyed, there is a work of defire quickened in h 
Sou; which is clear in that ſame Expreſſion, 1/4 


. 1 dg to be ſaved? Rue. ee (118 Deſire 
' attired/amiſs, whilſt it goeth our-thus, What ſh 
146 that] may work the works of God ? Job. 
: ad | 2 


* 


Intereſt in Chriſt. 25 
s. in which caſe, the Man formerly perplexed 
ith Fear and Care about his Salvation, would be 
y- t ſome Work of his own, to extricate himſelf; 
1nd here he ſuddenly reſdlyeth to do all that is com- 
ting anded, and to forego every evil way (yet much 
off. ghting Chriſt Jeſus) and ſo 2 — to take ſome 
te. ourage to himſelf again, eſtabliſhing his own 
an chteouſneſs, but not ſubmitting to the Righte- 
ſneſs of God, Rom. 10. 3. whereupon the 
aketh a new aſſault on him, intending the diſco- 
ry of his abſolutely broken ſtate in himſelf, that 
room might be made for the Surety; as Feſhus 
dto or People, wh of he * them ſo bold in 
eir undertakings, Foſh. 24. 18, 19. Tou cannot 
ve the Lord, Ach he, for he is 4 Foly God, &c. In 
is new aſſault, the Lord, 1. Bends up againft the 
an, the ſpirituality of the Law, the Command- 
ent cometh with a new charge in the ſpiritual 
aning of it, Rem. 7. 9. The Law came (ſaith Paul) 
in the ſpiritual meaning of it. Paul had never 
n ſuch a Sight of the Law before. 2. God moſt 
lily doth looſe the reſtraining Bonds, which he 
d laid upon the Mans corruption, and ſuffereth 
not only to boyl and ſwell within, but to threa- 
, to break out in all the outward Members. 
us Sin groweth bold, and kicketh at the Law, 
oming exceeding Sinful, Rom. 7. 8, 9, 13. 3. 
ie Lord doth diſcover to Man, more now then 
er before, the uncleanneſs of his Righteouſneſs, 
L what Spots are in his beſt Things. Theſe 
ings kill the Man, and he dieth in his own con- 
„Am. 7. 9. and deſpaireth of relief in himſelf, 
t come not from ſome other way, 


C 


6 Ah 


26 The Trial of a Savi g 
6. After many ups and downs here, ordim 
the Man-reſolveth ſome retirement, he defireth 
be alone, he cannot keep company as before; 
thoſe who in a beſieged City, when they, ſee i 
cannot hold out, and would be glad of any g 
condition from the beſieging Enemy, they got 
Council, that they may reſolve ſomewhat, Sol 
Man here retireth, that he may ſpeak with hi 
elf, This is like that communing with our ( 
heart, Pſal. 4. 4. Thus God leadeth to the 
«derneſs, that he may. ſpeak to the Heart, Ay 
14. When the Fexſon is retired, the thought 
the Heart which were ſcattered in former Step 
*Exerciſe, do more obſer vably throng in here. 
ſhall reduce them into this Method. . The] 
*thinks of his unhappy Folly, in beating Arms ag 
"God; and here there be large Thoughts of fort 
ways, with a bluſhing Countenance and ſelf-l 
ing, Ezel. 36. 31- like that of fal. 3 1: 3, his 
is before him. 2. Then he remembereth how! 
Opportunities of yielding to God he hath bal 
loſt; his Spirit is like to taint when he remen 
eth that, as is ſaid in another Caſe, P/al. 42. 
3. He now thinks of many Chriſtians, who er 
mocked and deſpiſed in his Heart, erſwading ihe 
ſelf now that they are happy, as having choſen 
"better part; he thinks of the Condition of f 
who wait on Chrift, as the Q. of Seba did of! 
mons Servants: Happy are thy Servants (ſaith 
who ſi and continually before thee, and that heu 
Wiſdom, 1 Kings 10. 8. Bleſſed are they that dns 
' 1hy Houſe, &c. Pſal. 84. 4. He wiſheth to be 
gf the meaneſt who have any near relation ts 
As the prodigal Sen doth ſpeak, he would be as 
f the Fathers hired Servants, Luke 15. 1er 


4 
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a far off, Iuk. 18.13. with many through ch 
feſſions and ſelf-condemnings, whereof he is ve 
Prodigal, as Luke 15. 21. 1 bave finned wa A 
ven, and before thee, and am no more worthy, & 
(2.) Now begin his Thoughts about the kearin 
of his Prayer, which he was not wont to queſtiq 
much; henow knows what theſe Expreſſions of ti 
Saints, about the hearing of their Prayers, « 
import. (3.) It is obſervable in this addreſs, th 
there are many broken Sentences, like that of Pſ 
5. 3+ (But thou, O Lord, bow long?) ſupplyed wi 
Sighs and Groans, Rom. 8. 26. and greedy lookii 
upward, thereby ſpeaking more than can be « 
preſt by Words. (4.) Thete be ordinarily ſome] 
terruptions, and (as it were) Diverſions, the M 
ſpeaking ſometimes to the Enemy, ſometimes to 
own Heart, ſometimes to the multitude in t 
World, as David did in other Caſes, Eſal. 9. 
Pſal. 42. 5. Pſal 4. 2. (4.) It is obſervable h 
that ſometimes the Man will halt and be ſilent 
hear ſome indiſtin whiſpering of a joyful ſout 
Elancing on the Mind, or ſome News in ſome brok 
. Word of Scripture, which, it may be, the 
ſcarcely knoweth to be Scripture, or whether i 
come from God, or Satan to delude him: Yett 
he hath reſolved, only to hear what God the Le 
will ſpeak, as upon another occaſion, P/al. 85 
1(6.) More diſtin& promiſes come into the M 
Mind, whereupon he eſſayeth to lay hold, but 
beaten off with Objections, as in another caſe 
Pſalmiſt is, Pſal. 22. 3, 6. But thou art Holy, B 
am 4 Worm. Now it is about the dawning of 
Day with the Man, and Faith will flir as ſoon as 
Lord imparteth the joyful ſound, 7/al, 89. 
This is the ſubſtance of the Covenant, which n 
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ſhortly ſummed up in theſe Words, Chriſt- Feſus 
my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleaſed, hear 
bim. We can ſpeak no further of the Mans ex- 
ciſe as a preparatory Work; for, what follow- 
h, is more than preparatory. Yet, that the ex- 


ay be, after many anſwers of divers ſorts) migh- 
y conveyeth the ſound of his Covenant to the 
eart, and determineth the heart to cloſe with it, 
d God now draweth him ſo to Chriſt, ob. 6. 44. 
d ſo ſhapeth out the Heart for him, that the con- 
ption cannot miſcarry; for now the Heart is ſo: 
breadth and tength or him, as that leſs cannot 
ishe, and more is not defired, like that of Pſal. 


e I d:fired on Earth befides tbee? The Soul now 
ſolveth to die, (if he command ſo) yet at his. 
dor, and facing to him-wards. | 

We have drawn this preparatory Work to fome- 
ngth, not tying any Man to ſuch a work fo cir- 


ith ſome; and where he ſo convinceth of Sin, 
orruption, and ſelf-emptineſs, and maketh a Man: 
ke Salvation to the Heart, as the one thing ne 
ſary, and ſets him on work in. the uſe of the 
ean-, which God hath appointed for relief; I fa 
cha Work rarely ſhall be found to fail of a 1 
ve and gracious. reſult, 

Object. Eypocrites and Reprobates baue great (Fir-- 
gs of Conſctence, and deep Convittions about Sin, 
ting them on work ſometimes; and 1 do ſuſpeſt any 
eparatory Work of the Law I ever had, to be Gur ſuch- 
38. they bave. a 


_ 


ch n | | — | 


ciſe may appear compleat and full, we ſhall add 
re, That after all theſe Things, the Lord (it 


. 25. hom have I in Heaven but thee ? Or, whons: + 


mſtantiate; only, we ſay, the Lord dealeth ſo - 


£ 


Wo" e Trial of a Saving 
Anſw, It will be hard to give ſure . eſſential 
differences between the preparatory Work in thoſe 

in whom afterwardz Chriſt is formed, and thoſe 
legal ſtirrings which are ſometimes in Reprobates ; 

lf there were not ſome gracious reſult of theſe Con- 
vic ions, and wakenings of Confcience in the Lords 
People, and other marks, (of which we ſhall ſpeak 
afterwards it were hard to adventure upon any 
difference that is clear in theſe legal ftirrings. Let, 
for. anſwer to the ObjeAfon, 1 ſhall offer ſome 
Things, which rarely will be found in the ſtirring 
of Reprobates, and which are ordinarily found in 
that Law-woik which hath a gracious iſſue. _ 1. The 
Conviftions of Hypocrites and Reprobates, are 
uſually confined to ſome few very groſs Tranſgreſſi- 
ons. Saul grantt no more but the p>rſecuting of Da- 
vid. 1 Sam. 26. 21. Judas grants only the betraying 

of innocent Blond, Mat 27. 4 But uſually thoſe Con- 
victions by which the Lord” prepareth his own way 
in the Soul, although they may begin at one or 
more groſ particular Tranſgreſſions, yet they reſt 
not, but the Man is led on to ſee many Breaches of 
the Law, and innumerable Evils compaſſing him, WS: « 

a David ſpeaketh in the ſight of his Sin ;_P/ad, 40. c 
12. and withal, that univerſal Conviction (it way i 
call it ſo) is not general, as uſually we hear ſent ( 
leſs Men ſay ing that in all Things they Sin; But it Wd 
is particular and condeſcending, as Paul afterwards o 
ſpake of himſelf z he not only is the chief of Sin- 
ners but particularly, he was a Blaſphemer, a Per- 
ſecutor, 1 Tim. 1.13. 2. The Convictions which 
Hy pocrites have, do ſeldome reach their Cortup- 

_ tion, and that Body of Death, which breeds an 
averſneſs from what is good, and ſtrongly inclineth 
to what is ev, Ordinarily where we find Hypo- 

. , | Crites 
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«ſpeaking of themſelves in Scripture, they 


k loftily , and with ſome ſelf-conceit, both as to 


r freedom from Corruption, Job. 9. 34. TIE 


ſes ſay to the poor Man, Thou waſt alrogetber - 
p pred and doſt thou redch us? (as ithey them-* 
es were not as corrupt by nature as he) They * 


ak of great Sins as Ha did, 2 Kings 8. 13. am 


Hog ibat I ſequld do this great Thing ? And aWo in 


ir undertakings of Duty, as. that Man ſpake, 
g 8. Wa will follow thee whitherſaever thou go- 


See how. the People do ſpeak, Fer. 42. 2, to 
ey undertake to do all that God will com- 
d them, Fo that they ſtill go about in any 


e to eſtabliſh their own Righteouſneſs, not ſub- 


ting unto the Rightecuſneſs of God. But 1 
y lay, that Convictions and Exerciſe about cor- 
0 jon, and that Body of Death, inclining to evil, - 


| diſenabling for good, is not the leaſt part of the 


rk, where the Lord is preparing his own way. 
ey. uſe to judge themſelves very wretchedbecauſe 
a Body of Sia, and are at their wits end how to: 


d-livered, 28 Paul ſpeaketh, when he is under 


>, exerciſe of it atter-wards,. Rm. 7. 19; 3, It 


[ ordinarily he found, that the.conviftions, which + 
in Hypacrites, either are not ſo ſerious, . as 


it ſome other - Buſineſs will not put them out of 
ad before any ſatisfaction be gotten, as in Cain, 
jo went and built a City, and we hear no more 


his Coavictions, Gen. 4. Felix went away until. 4 
re convenient time, and we be ar no mare of  his-- 
moling, Acts 24, 25+, . Or, if that Work become 
J ſerious, then it runneth to the other extremi 


and deſpair of relief, leaving no room for any. 
ape. So we find Fudas very ſerious in bis Con- 


ions, yet he grew deſperate, and hanged him-- 
(erate, and hanged hime 


* 


* 
. * 
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ſelf Mat. 27. 4, 5- But where the Lord prey: 

reth his own way, the work is both ſo ſerious, 3 
the Perſon cannot be put off it, ( untill he find fome 
ſatisfaction) and yet under that very ſeriouſneſs by 
Iyeth open for relief: Both which are clear in th 
Jaylors Words, What ſhall I do to be ſaved? Acts 16 
30. This ſerious inquiry after relief, is a very ol 
ſervable thing in the preparatory Work which lea 
eth on to Chriſt. Yet we defire none to lay tat 
much weight on theſe Things, ſince God hath t 
lowed clearer Ci ferences between the precious at 
the vile. 

Object. 1 fill ſear I have not had ſo through a figl 
of my Sin and . Miſery, as the Zord giveth to man 
whom be effedualiy calketh, eſpecially io great Tra 
greſſors, ſuch is I Ww. 

Anſir. It istru*, the Lord diſcovereth to ſon 
great Sights of their Sin and Miſery, and they an 
thereby put under great legal Terrours. But asd 
are not brought in by that ſenſible 'preparatorf 
Law-work, (as we ſhe wed before) Se even thok 
who are dealt with after that way, are very di 
ferently and variouſly exerciſed in regard of d 
grees of Terrour, and of continuance of that Won 
The Jaylor hath a violent Work of very ſhort cot 
tinuance; Paul hath a Work continuing three Day 
Some Perſons are in Bondage through fear of Dea 

. all their Days, cb. 2. ſo that we muſt not lim 
the Lord to one way of working here. The mail 
Thing we are to look unto in theſe legal Wakening 
and Convictions of Sin and Miſery, is, If the Lon 
reach thoſe ends in us, for which uſually theſe Stir 
rings and Convictions are ſent into the Soul; and 
thoſe ends be reached, it is well, we are not to vel 
our ſelves about any preparatory Work * 
1 4 of 


ltere in Christ. 33 
ow, thoſe ends which God driveth ordinarily with- 
dinners by theſe legal Terrours and wakenings of 
onſcience, are Four. | 2 7, 4 
Firſt, The Lord diſcovers. Sights of Mens: Sin 
d Miſery to them, to chaſe them out of them- 
lves, and to put them out of conceit of their own. 
ighteouſneſs. Men naturally have great thoughts 
f themſelves, and do incline much to the Cove-- 
ant of Works. The Lord therefore doth diſcover - 
d them ſe much of their Sin and Corruption, even 
their beſt Things, that they are made to loath: 
emſelves, and to deſpair of relief in themſelves, 
d ſo they are forced to flee out of themſelves, and 
om the Covenant of Works, to ſeek refuge elſe-" 
here, Heb. 6. 48. They become dead to them- - 
res and the Law, as to the point of Juſtification, 
om. 7. 4. Then have they no more Confidence in tbe 
eh, Phil. 3. 3. This is ſuppoſed in the Offers of. 
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ist, coming to ſeck and ſave that which, wes loſt,.. 
ator uke 19. 10. and to be a PHſitian to thoſe who ara 
chop k, Mat. 9. 12. The ſecond great end, ie, to 
y di mmend Chrift Jeſus to Mens Hearts above all: 

of defhings, that ſo they might fall in Love with him, 

vort d betake themſelves to that Treaſure and jewel 

t co ich only enricheth, Mar. 13. 44. and by ſo do- 

Day may ſerve the Lords deſign in the contrivement 


the Goſpel, which was the manifeſtation of his 
e Grace through Chriſt Jeſus, in the Salvation 
Men, The Sight of a Mans own Miſery and 
mnable Eftate by Nature, is a ready way to- 


Dea ” 

limi 
mai 
ening 


Lone him prize Chriſt highly, . who alone can ſet. 
Stitch a Wretch at liberty. Yea, it not only leadeth 
and lan to an high eſteem of Chrift, but alſo of all 
o ve lings that relate to that way of Salvation, az: 
;rther » New-Covenant Faith, c. and 


Nou C5. him 


the leaſt 


24 The Trial of a Saving 
him carefully to gather and treaſure up his. Mick 
rams, of golden Scriptures, for the confirmation of 
his Intereſt in theſe * The third great End, 
is, To deter and ſcare People from Sin, and to 
make them fall out with it, and conſent to put 
their Neck under all his Yoke. God kindleth ſome 
Sparkles of Hell in Mens Boſoms by the diſcovery 
of their Sin, as a ready means to make them hence 
forth ſtand in awe, knowing bow bitter 4 thing it is 
to depart from the Lord, Jer. 2. 19. So we find ref 
offered to the weary, upon condition they will take 
on Chrifts Yoke, Mat. 11. 29. And God offer 
eth to own Men as their God and Father, upon 
Condition they will allow no peaceable abode to 
Belial, 2 Cor. 6. 14, 17, 18. The fourth great 
End, is, To work up Men to a patient and thank 
fulſubmiffion to all the Mafters Pleaſure. This is 
a fingular piece of Work, Fzek..16.63. Then ſhalt 
thou not open thy Mouth any more. The ſight of 2 
Mans own vileneſs and deſervings, maketh him 
ſtent, and to lay his Hand on his Mouth, whatſoevef ee 
God doth unto him, Eſal. 3 2. I was dumb, ant 
opened not my Mouth, 2 diaſt it, Ezra. 9: 
175 God bath puniſbed us leſs then our Iniquitiel 
cah. 7. 9. J will bear the Indignation of tbe Lori re 
becauſe I hæve Sinned, The Man careth not wou 
God doth to him, or how he deals with him, if he 
ſave him from the deſerved Wrath to come. Alla 
any Mercy is a large Mercy to him who hath ſem 
ſuch a Sight of himſelf, Gen. 32. 10. be is leſs the 
9 Mertiet; any crumb falling from his Ms 

fters Table is weltume, Mat. 15. 27. He thinks It 
rich mercy that he is not conſumed, Lam. 3. 2% 
Idis is the thing that marveloully maketh his poo 
croſſed People fo ſilent under, and ſati. fied 4 
* * che 


A. 9 
tien. 
Lord, 
what 
if be 
Allo; 

ſecs 
5 thet 
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1ks If 
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with 
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heir Lot; Nay, they think he deſerveth Hell wh. 
pength his Mouth at any thing God doth to him, 
inc : 
or ſatisfying the Object ion, I ſay, if the Lord hath 
Iciven thee out of thy ſelf, and commended Chrift 
o thy Heart above all Things, and made thee re- 
plve on his Strength to wage 


e hath pardoned his Tranſgreſſions. So then, 


ar with every knoum 
ranſgreſſion, and thou art, in ſome meaſures as a. 


eaned Child, nog Uieing in what he doth unto . 


ee, deſiring to lay ti hand on thy Mouth #bwikfully ;, - 
hen thy Cot of Sin and Miſery; and what- _ 


dever thou doft plead as a preparatory work, is 


ficient, and thou art to debate no more about it; 
ly be adviſed to ſtudy new Diſcoveries of the 
nſe of thy loſt Condition every Day, becauſe of 
y old and new Sins, and alſo to ſee freſh help in 

hrift, who is a Prieft for ever to make interceſſi- 


n, and to have the Work of Sanctification and 
atience with thank fulneſs renewed and quickened 


ten: For ſomewhat of that Work, which abaſeth - 


hee, exalteth Chrift, and conformeth to his Win, 


uſt convey thee throughout all thy life-timè in 
is Wordd. N 
We come now to ſpeak of ſome more clear and 


ire Marks, by which Men may take up their gry- . 


ous State and Intereſt in Chriſt. The firſt thin 
hereby Men may know it, is, their cloſing with 
rift in the Goſpel, wherein he is held forthi 
is is believing, or faith, which is the conditi: 
of the Covenant, Rom. 4. 16. It is Faith, C 
a, 16. 31. Believe and thou ſhalt be ſaved. "Now; 
though in propriety of Speech, it is hard to prove 
Intereft by Faith, it being our very Intereſt in 
m; yet the Hearts cloſing with Chriſt Jeſus,” js 
diſcernable in it ſelf, that it may well be placed 
amongſt 
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amongft the Marks of a gracious State: And if; 
Man can make out this, that he believeth on, and 
in Chrift eſus, he thereby doth prove a vertu 
Intereſt in him. Many do ftart at this, as a Mar 
upon one of theſe three Grounds ordinarily. (1, 
Some conceive Faith to be a difficult myſfteriou 
— hardly attainable. To theſe I ſay, Do nat 
miſtake z Faith is not ſo difficult as many do aj 
prehend jt to be. 1 true Faith in the mea 
eſt degree, is the Gift of God, and above the poy 
er of Fleſh and Blood: For God muft draw Ment 
Chriſt, Phil. 1. 29. Jobn 6. 44. Yet, it were a 
flection upon Chriſt, and all he hath done, to ſayi 
were a matter of inſuperable difficulty, as is cleat 
Nm. 10. 6,11. it were according to that Scri 
ture, as much upon the matter, as to ſay, Chr 
came not from Heaven, is not riſen from the dea 
or aſcended victorious to Heaven. I ſay, he hat 
made the way to Heaven moſt eaſie; and Fait! 
which is the condition required on our part, - moi 
eaſie than Men do imagine, For the better unde! 
ſtanding of this, conſider, that juſtifying Faith, 
not to believe that 1 am elected, or, to believe 

God loveth me, or that Chrift died for me, or t 
like. Theſe Things are indeed very difficult at 
almoſt impoſſi:le at the firft hand to be won at | 
thoſe who are ſerious, whilſt natural Atheiſts, 2 
deluded Hypocrites find no difficulty in afferting 
thoſe Things. I ſay, true juſtifying Faith is a 
any of the foreſaid Things ; neither is it imply 
believing of any Sentence that is written, or that 

be thought upon. I grant, he that believeth « 
Chrift Jeſus, believeth what God hath ſaid abol 
Mans ſinful and miſerable Condition by Natur 
and he believetb that to be true, that there is Li 
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in the Son, who was ſlain, and is riſen again from 
the dead, &c. But none of theſe, nor the believ- 
ing of many ſuch Truths, do ſpeak N 
Faith, or that believing on the Sen of God, ſpoken 
of in Scripture: For, then it were ſimply an Act of 
the Underſtanding. But true juſtifying Faith, which 
we now ſeek after, as a good Mark of Intereſt in 
Chriſt, is chiefly and principally an Act or Work 
of the Heart and Will, having preſuppoſed ſund 
Things about Truth in the Underftanding, wi 
the Heart it is believed unto Salvation, Nom. 10. 
10. And although it ſeem (verſ. 9. of that Chap- 
ter) that a Man is ſaved upon Condition that he 
believe this Truth, God raiſed Chriſt from the dead; 
yet we muſt underſtand another thing there, g 
erſ. 10. than the believing the Truth of that - 
poſition: For, beſide that all Devils have that 
Faith whereby they believe that God raiſed Chriſt 
rom the Dead: So the Scripture hath clearly re- 
olved juſtifying Faith into a receiving of Chriſt, 
fob, 1. 12. The receiving of Chriſt is there explain- 
d to be the believing on his Name. It is ſtill cal- 
ed a ſtaying on the Lord, //a. 26. 3. a truſting in 
od, often mentioned in the Pfalms, and the word 
s a.leaning on him, it is a believing on Chrift, 
Fobn 6. 29. and often ſo expreſt in the New-Tefta- 
nent, When God maketh Men believe ſavingly, 
e is ſaid io draw them unto Chriſt ; and when 1 
ord inviteth them to believe, be.calleth them to come 

p bim, Joh. 6. 27, 44. The Kingdom of Heaven is | 
le 4 Man finding a Jewel, wherewith be falleth i 
we, Mat. 13, 44, to 46. Now, I fay, this A 

of the Heart on Chriſt Jeſus, is not ſo difficult 
thing as is conceived, Shall that be judged a my- 
erious difficult Thing, which doth confi —_— 


* 
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Deſire? If Men have but an Appetite, they have 
it; for, they are bleſſed that hunger after -Righte- 
ouſneſs, Mat, 5.6. If you will, you are welcome, 
Rev. 22. 17. Is it a matter of ſuch Intricacy, and 
inſuperable Difficulty, greedily to look to that ex- 
alted Saviour, //. 45. 22. and to receive a thing 

that is offered, held forth, and declared to be mine; 
if T wilt but accept and take it: And in a manner 
open my Mouth and give way to it? Such a Thing 
is Faith, Pſal. 81. 10. if not leſs. Oh if I could 
perſwade People what is juſtifying Faith which im- 
propriateth Chriſt to me! We often ſcare People 
from their juſt reſt and quiet, by making them ap- 
prehend Faith to be ſome deep myſterious Thing 
duch by ore unneceſſary Doubts about it, where 

by it is needlefly darkened. (2.) Some make noon 
uſe of this Mark, as-judging ita high preſumptuous 
Crime to pretend to ſo excellent a Thing as is-the nc 
very Condition of the Neu- Covenant. To theſe ly 
ſay, you need not ſtartle ſo much az it, as if it were 
high Pride to pretend to it: For whatſoever true 
Faith be, Men muſt reſolve to have it, or nothing the 
at all; all other Marks are in vain without it; alMdiſc 
thouſand Things beſides will not do the Buſineb der 
Unleſs a Man believe, he abideth in the ſtate the 
Condemnation, Job. 3. 18, 36. (3.) Others d him 
not meddle with this noble Mark of Faith, becauſ ich 
they judge it a work of greateſt difficulty to finn. 
out Faith here it is. To theſe I ſay, It is not Thi 
difficult to find it out, ſince he that believeth, hai nab 
the Witneſs in himſelf, 1 John 5. 10. It is a Thi us c 
- Which by ſome ſerious ſearch may be known. Ne, a 
only may we do much to find it out by the prep 
ratgry Work going, before it in many, as the apo ha 
prehending and believing of a Mans loft eftate, l buld, 


* 


. ntereſi in Chr. 
at he cannot do his own Buſineſs, and that there 
ſatisfy ing fulneſs in Chrift, very deſireable, it he 
duld overtake, it. A ſerious minding of this, 


ith a Heart laid open for relief; as alſo, by the 
dinary Companions and nin, his Khy it, viz. 


2 


ophetical Office, a defire to reſign my ſelf wholly 
p to him to be at his diſpoſing; As alſo by the 
ative Conſequences of it, viz. the aſſoyling of the 
'ord, the affoiling of my own Conſcience accord - 
g tothe Word, a Heart purifying Work, a work- 


ou 12. As alſo that God hath allowed many Evi- 


ay clear up Faith more fully to themſelves, r 
verb: 5. 13. Yet 1 ftill fay, that Faith, or beliey- 
trug, which is ſome acting of the Heart upon Chriſt 
ning the Goſpel, and the tranſacting with him chere, 
t; N diſcernable of it ſelf, and by it ſelf, to a judicious 
neſs der ſtanding Perſon, with an ordinary influence 
| the Spirit; unleſs the Lord, for reaſons known 
s vl himſelf, do oyercloud a Mans reflex Light, by 
caueWich he ſhould take up and receive what is in 


not | This juſtifying Faith which we aſſert to be ſodiſ- 
mable, is, in the Lords deep Wiſdom and gra- 


Thin us condeſcendency, variouſly expreft in Scrip- 
re, according to the different actings of it upon 


dd, and outgoings after bim, ſo as every one, 
he eo hath it, may find and take it up in his own 
buld, It ſometimes acteth by a delire of _—_ 
*. 


5 


%. 
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xe liking of Chriſts Dominion, his Kipgly and 


g Love, Oc. I ſay, not only may we know Faith 
theſe Things, but it is diſcernable by it ſelf add 
its own nature; Although 1 deny not but there 
uft be ſome help of Gods Spirit, by which we 
noWow what is freely given, unto us of God, i Cor. © 


nces and Marks, as precious helps, whereby Men 


= 


= 
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with him in Chriſt. This is that looking to him 


for ever. I fay the Lord hath made Promiſes ti 


Ia. 45.22. This ſeems to be a weak act of Faith 
and far below other actings of it at other time 
perhaps in thatſame Perſon. Men will look to wh 
they dare not. approach {to their apprehenſion 
which they dare not touch or embrace. They ma 
look to one, to whom they dare not ſpeak. Ye 
God hath made the promiſe to Faith in that ating 
as the forecited Scripture doth ſhew 3 and this ht 
hath done mercifully and wiſely 3 for this is th 
only diſcernable way of the acting of Faith of ſom 
Perſons ſometimes : Such are the actings or outgy 
ings of Faith expreſt in Scripture by bungring a 
thir(ting after Righteouſn:ſs, Mat. 5.6. and that er 
preft by willing, Rev. 22. 17. Again, this Faitl 
goeth out ſometimes in the Act of Recumbency, « 
Eaning on the Lord, the Soul taking up Chriſt the 
as à reſting Stone; and God hath ſo held him ou 
although he be a ſtumbling Stone to others, Kon 
9. 33. This acting of it, is hinted in the expret 
ons of truſting and ſtaying on God, ſo often mention 
ed in Scripture; and precious Promiſes are made 
this acting of Faith, . 26. 3, 4. God will keep then 
in perfect Peace whoſe Minds are 7424 on bim, becad{t 
ſuch do truſt in him. Truſt in the Lord, for wid, 1 
bim is everlaſting Strength. So Pſ. 125. 1. They bt 
truſt in the Lord ſball be 2s Mount Zion which abi 


this way of Faiths acting, as knowing it will go nech 
ten out after him in this way with many Perſor 
and this way of its acting will be moſt diſcernabl 
to them. It goeth out atter God ſomerimes by 
Act of waiting, when the Soul hath ſomewhat d 
pending before God, and hath not got out hu 
Mind fatisfyingly about that thing; then Faith dot 
| walk 


map evexlaſtinglß ſatisfie: Chriſt Jeſus is Milk, 
Manna, 


. 
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Work here is to put on the Lord Jeſus, Gal. 3. 27. 
The Soul is. hungry and thirty after ſomewhat. that 


Wine, Water, the Bread of Life, and true 

We 55. 1, 2. Foh. 6. 48, 5, He is the 
Feaſt: bf Fat Things, and of Wine refined, /i. 23. 
6. Then the Work and Exerciſe, of Faith, is, to! 
go buy, eat and drink abundantly, I. 55. 1. Fob. 
6..53--57+ The Soul is purſued, for guilt mare ot 
leſs, and is not Law-biding: Chriſt Jeſus is the 
City of refuge, and the High-Prieſt there, during 7 
whoſe life time (that is for ever) the poor Man whoBWpld 
gets thither is ſafe. Then the Work and Exerciſe 4 
of Faith is to flee, thither for refuge, to lay hold t! 
on ths hope ſet heſqre us, Hel. 6. 18. Im a Word L 
whatſoever way! he may benefit Poor, Man, ſo be ra 
e z and, as he beldeth out hie 
ſelf in the Scripture, . ſo Faith doth, point toward 
him. If he be a Bridegroom, - Faith wilff go out i 
a Marriage relation; If he be a Father, Faith pleads 
the Man to bea Child + If. he he a Shepherd, Fait 
Pleads the Man, may, be one of his Sheep; If he be 
a Lord, Faith calls him ſo, which none can do buf 
by the Spirit of Jeſus 3, If he be dead, and rise 
again for. our, Jaſtißcation, . Faith beſieveth 60 
hath raiſed him on that account, Rom. 10. g. where 
ſoever he be, there would Faith be; and whatſy 
ever he i, Faith would be ſomewhat proportional 
ly, For, by Faith the Heart is ſhapea out! 
hreadth and length for him: Yea, when the fam 
and report of him goeth abroad in his Truth, a 
though Faith ſee not much, yet it believeth on hi 
Name, upon the very Fame he hath ſent abroad 
himſelf, Fob. 1. 12. nad a 
| {3 08 


Ba 
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7. — TY . 391 ov 4 
at {What although juſtifying Faith acteth ſo varioully ; 
k, WF every Believer, who bath a good title to Chrift 
ve s, hath not all theſe various Aftings and Exer- 


s of Faith ; for his Condition craveth them not: 


h of ſome Perſons- at ſome times in ſome of theſe 


jr neceſſity (to their appre 


the Acting of Faith. Surely every one dare not 
ing Dongb be kill me, yet will I truſt in lim. Many 
who id not have gone up with that Woman. I ſpake 


Mt. 15. but would have been diſcouraged and 
the purſuit. It is on this account that Chriſt 


Faith of others, Mat. S. 10. 4d 15. 28. Many 


ind People. ate much diſquieted about their 


, becauſe it. goeth not out in all thoſe ways we 


recorded in Scripture: But there is hardly any 
will be found, whoſe Faith hath acted all theſe 


e ded and remitted, They are ſometimes ſtrong. 
buff v gorous, and diſcernable z. and ſometimes the 
riet and misbelief doth prevail, fo. as it were an 

Gol tain thing to judge of a Mans Eftate by theſe. 
nere find the Saints very different from themſelves. 
atſoeard of the actings of Faith ſometimes, as we 


[hewn hefore.. 3, Each one of theſe actings ot᷑ 
„ ſpeaketh god to the Perſon in whom it is, 


Yet 4. Although theſe Actings of Faith have 


y one behoved to have each one of them, which. 


- 
— > 


iſes annexed untothem, they are not, for that, 
ondition of the New Covenant; for then 


zut here for. avoiding, of Miſtakes, conſider, » 2 


alſo the Maſter is pleaſed not to lead out the 


(for reaſons known to 1 en _ 
enſion) calleth ror 


- 


* 


) highly. commend the Faith of ſome, beyond 


- 
= 


s. 2; Many of theſe actings of Faith are much 


* 


7 


hath Promiſes annexed unto it, as we haye 


„ 


true, as we have ſaid before, A Fra | 


* 
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· is made to him who overcometh, but perſevera 
is not the Condition of the New Covenant, but 
doth ſuppoſe it. There are Promiſes made to th 
Exerciſe of all Graces in Scripturez but only Faith 
is the Condition of the Covenant. I ſay then, thel 
Promiſes are made to theſe Actings of Faith, n, 
as ſuch, but as they do ſuppoſe Juftifying Fal 
which is the Condition of the Covenant; All thek 
are actings of Faith, but not as it is juſtifying 
Therefore 5, There is ſomewhat common to 
cious Perſons, which may be ſuppoſed by all th 
eſaid Actings of Faith, wherein the nature an 
eſſence of juſtifying Faith ſtandeth; and this is thi 
Hearts Satisfaction about Gods device of Salvati 
by Chrift ; when Man pleadeth Gods Invention « 
ſatisfaction to juſtice through Jeſus Chriſt, in wha! 
all fulneſs doth dwell now by the Fathers pleaſure 
when the. Soul and Heart of Man acquieſceth } 
that, then it believeth unto Salvation. As at firk 
the Lord made Man ſuitable to the Covenant 
Works, by creating him perfect, and ſo puttin 
him ina capatity to perform his Will in that Cove 
nant. So under the New Covenant, when Gt 
iveth the new Heart to Man, he ſets the Idea at 
mp of all his Device in the New Covenant u 
on the Man, ſo as there is a conſonancy to 60 
will there; Thus he beareth the Image of the | 
cond Adam, Chrift Jeſus, on him. This is a gre 
part of the new Heart, and is moſt oppoſed 
Works; ſince now the Man abſolutely falleth . + 
from Works, becoming Dead to the Law (as toi. 
Point of Juſtification) by the Fody of Chrift, & 
7. 4. Man perceiving, that God hath-deviſed a1 
of ſatisfying Divine Juftice, and recovering of 
Man by the Incarnation of Chrift, he thinks f 504 b 


the pleading and acquieſcing in that Device, 
it is conſonant to all, I know, ſpoken of 'Fuſth 
Fuiib in Scripture. This is the believing on Chi 


ing on him for Salvation in our Catechiſm. The 


and qualifyed for the work of reconeiling Man 


on the account of Satitfaſtion ſor Mans Tranſpre 


1 


in theſe actings many times; à Man may knol 


non diſtreſs in himſelf upon the report and 
of Chriſts fulneſs, his Heart doth plead Gods 
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is born of God, 1 Job. 5. 1. This is to bell 
with the Heart that God bath raiſed Chriſt fron 


ſpeak of, believeth it with bis Heart, (which no 
tural Man doth, until a new Heart be given 
him) that is, he cordially pleadeth, is ſatis 
with, and acquieſceth in this noble Invention. 

thus Faith layeth out it ſelf now and then in 


the Covenant -Relations, under which Chriſt is! 
forth in the Scripture. 


fuge to him, when purſued, and it he doth a 


ture, as it is juſtifying, it is diſcernable, and 1 


in Chriſt, 1 Joh. 5.10, 11. He rbat believetb 
maketh God 4 Lyar. Wherein? In his ſaying t 
Chriſt is a ſafe and ſure way to Heaven. Thi 


and on his Name, the receiving of him, and n 


lie ving ibat ꝓeſus is rbe Chriſty that is, be Anoi 
one whom the Father hath ſealed, and ſet an 


to God; and be that believeth tbut Feſus is the 


Dead. The Man believeth Chriſt died, and is al 
Devils may believe that. Nay, but the 


Actings, out- goings, and exerciſe, according to 


Now, I ſay, This Faith is diſcernable, not: 
his Heart doth Hunger after Chriſt, and flee for 
mit himſelf unto God, c. but alſo in its very 
be known. A Man may clearly know, if 


vice in the new Covenant, if it goeth out: 
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Chriſt in that Invention, and pleadeth him a Lord 
ofthe Life of Men, terminating and reſting there, 
Tai and no where elſe, acquieſcing in that contrivement - 
with deſire and complacency. This is a diſcernable 


e, Cen | 

Ati Thing. Therefore I obteſt Men impartially'to'ex- 
ga amine themſelves; and if they find that their Heart 
nd i is cloſed ſo with that device of Salvation, and is gone 


Thel out after him as heme that thereupon they 
anon conclude a ſure and true Tntereft in Chriſt Jeſus, 
et M and a good Claim and Title to the Crown, nee be 
Man r belie vetb ſpall never periſh, but haue evertiſting 
, 2 EN 
bel Object. Hpocrites and Reprobates bave' a fort of 
fron@W7:i1h, and are ſaid io believe, Joh. 2. 23. Act. 8. 13. 
is ra 14 cannot chooſe but 0 out after Crit, and that 
device of Saluation, when they bear of it; and hey 
brofeſs they do ſo, yer" are deluded , and ſo may 1 
2 0 at / 


ven Anſw. To ſay nothing of that Thought of your 
ſatisleart, [ whereby you wonder that any Man ſhoud 
not plead the device of Salvation by Chriſt, and 
en u ead out towards him ] as a very promiſing Thing, 
ng tend ſpeaking out juftitying Faith to be in your Bo- 
iſt is eme; and to ſay nothing in contradiction to that 
hich you think, That a natural Man, whiltſuch, 
not ¶ nd be fore he get a new Heart, can plead that De- 
ice, and believe with his Heart and affectionate- 
ee ſoſ , that which perfectly overthroweth the Cove- 
oth ant of Works, and abaſeth Man in the point of 
very elf righteouſnefs already attained, - or that can be 
and ttained by him, which is inconſiſtent with many 
: criptural Truths; Toffer theſe differences between 1 
and e Faith ot all Hypocrites or Reprobates, and that 
Gods rue ſaving juſtifying Faith, whereof we have ſpo- 
out Men. 1. They never cloſe with Jeſus Chriſt — 
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that Device) and him alone, as a ſufficient covering 
of the Eyes, as is ſaid of Abrabam to Sarah, G 
20.16. They till hoid faſt ſomewhat of their om 
at leaſt to help to procure Gods Favour and Salyz 
tion; Their Heart doth ftill ſpeak, as that young 
Mans Speech, Luke 18. 18, 21. doth infinuate; 
What want I, that I may inherit Life? Beſide thi 
they do ſtill retain their former Lovers, and wil 
not break their Covenants with Hell and Deatt 
imagining they may have Chriſt with theſe thing 
equally ſharing in their Heart, contrary to tha 
A Man cannot — two Maſters, Mat. 6. 24 Eithg 
Chriſt muſt be judged abſolute Lord, and worth 
to he ſo, or nothing at all. And ſo it is clear, thei 
Heart is not ſhapen eut for that Device of Sal 
tion by Chriſt, whom God hath alone made Lon 
here, in whom all fullneſs ſhall dwell, But when 
juſtifying Faith is, the Soul of a Man and his Hear 
doth cloſe with Chriſt, and him alone, having n 
Confidence in the Fleſh, Phil. 3. 3. Pſal. 62. 5. bf 
truſteth only in God. As alſo the Man here givet 
up with other Lovers, as they complete wi 
. Chriſt ; They reſolve not to be for another, Ao/, 
3. They call him Lord, which a Man can only d 
by the Spirit of Chriſt, 1 Cor, 12. 3. 2. As Hypt 
critez and Reprobates do never cloſe with Chr 
alone; ſo they do never cloſe with full Chriſt, 
he is anointed to be a King to rule over a Man 
all Things; a Prieft, to procure Pardon, and 
make peace for Man upon all Occaſions; a Prophe 
to be Wiſdom, and a Teacher and Counſellour 1 
all Caſes to Man. So they do not receive Chrill 
eſpecially in the firſt and third Offices. But whe 
true juſtitying Faith is, a Man cloſeth with wh 
Chriſt in all his Offices, judging all his will hy 
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, juſt and ſpiritual, Rom. 7. 12. and right con- 
wal Things, Pſalm 119. 23. making men- 
of his Righteouſneſs only, 7/41 71. 16. The 
alſo giveth up himſelf to be taught of him, 
11. 29. So that Chriſt is made to the true be- 
r with his own Conſent, Wiſdom, Righteouſ- 
Sanctification, and compleat Redemption, 
1. 30. And although he hath not all theſe 
s formally in exerciſe when his Heart goeth 
after Chriſt z yet, upon ſearch and tryal, it 
be found with him as I have ſaid, 3. Hy 
and Reprobates do never cloſe with Chtift, 
all the Inconveniences may follow him; they 
at that, with that Man, Mar. 8. 19, 20. But 
e true juſtifying Faith is, a Man doth cloſe 
him on all Hazzards ; he reſolveth to forgo 
ather than to forgo Chriſt, Mart. 10. 28. he 
oneth all to be loſs and Dung for the Excellen- 
t Chrift Jeſus, as his Lord, and te be found in 
Phil. 3. 8. We might give other Differences 
As that true Faith is operative, purifying the 
t, At. 15. 9. working by Love, Gal. 5, 6. 
ſt Hy pocrites do only cleanſe the outſide of the 
er, Mat. 22. 25. and do all to be en of Men, 
6.5. not ſeeking the Honour that is of God 
and ſo cannot believe, Job. 5. 44. We might 
new that true Faith is never alone in a Man, 
attended with other ſaving Graces ; Put be- 
theſe Things will co-incide with what follow- 
and here we are ſhewing that a Man may take 
$ gracious ſtate by his Faith, and the acting 
of on Chriſt, we paſs theſe Things. 
e ſecond great mark of a gracious ſtate and 
ſaving intereſt in Jeſus Chrift, is, the new 
ure, 2 Cor. 5. 17. If any Man be in Chriſt, be 
D 10 
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' Forth Acts of Life, or of conformity to the image q 


Soul and Body, in ſome meaſure. 1. His Undeheg 
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1 d new Creatures. This new Creation, or Renors 
tion of that Man, is a very ſenfible Change, # 
though not in thoſe who are effe@ually called frog 
the Womb, or in their younger Years; beciuſ 
thoſe have had this new Creature from that tim 
-in them, ſo as this change in after period of time 
is not diſcernable; yet in thoſe who have been 1 
generated and brought into Chriſt, after they wen 
-come to greater Age, and ſo have been more pi 
-pably under the power of Datkneſs, before the 
were tranſlated into the Kingdom of Chrifs, Ci 
1. 13. But in alt who de warrantably pretend u 
Chriſt, this new creature muſt be, although ſons 
do not know experimentally the contraries of every 
part of it, ſo as others do, becauſe they have 10 
: equally, in regard of practice, under the pot 
er of Darkneſs. This new Creature is called ti 
new Man, Eph. 4. 24. which doth hold out the er 
tent of it. lt is not ſimpiy anew Tongue, or a nt 
Hand, but 4 ew Man. There is a principle i 
new Life and Motion put in the Man, which is, tht 
new Heart: Which new Principle of Life ſendet 


him who created it, Col. 3. 10. So as the Party 
-renewed-in ſome meaſure every way. This rem 
vation of the Man who is in Chriſt, may be 
duced to theſe two great Heads, | 

Firſt, there is a renovation of the Mans Perſd 


ſtanding is renewed, ſo as he judgeth Chriſt Pread 

ed in the Goſpel, to be the Wildom and Power 

God, a wiſ-, ſtrong Device beſceming God, 1 0 

L. 23, 24. He knoweth the Things of God real, © 

aud ſolidly, not to be yea and .nfy; and uncerta_hk. r 
. Fat 
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079 BWrancies, but all to be yea and amen, ſolid, certain, 
ſubſtantial Things, having a deſirable accompliſh- 
nent in Chrift, and reſolving much in him, 1 Chr. 
2.15. 2 Chr. 1. 18. Natural Men, educated under 
oſpel Ordinances, although they have ſome No- 
zonal knowledge of God, Chriſt, Promiſes, the 
otions of the Holy Spirit, Cc. ſo as they may 
onfer, Preach, and diſpute of theſe Things; yet 
ey look on them as common received Maximes 
ff Chriſtianity, from which to recede were a ſingu- 
arity and difgrace z but not as real, ſolid, ſubſtan- 
al Truths, fo as to adventure their Souls and ever- 
aftiog Being on them. The Underſtanding is re- 
wy alſo to take up ſomewhat of God in the 
reatures, as beariag Sparks of his glorious Attri- 
Notes, Pal. 19. 1. They ſee the Heavens decla- 
ing his Glory and Power, and ſomewhat of God in 

Providence and Diſpenſations that fall out: Hi 
nderous Works declare that bis Name is near, Pal. 
5.1, The Underſtanding alſo taketh up the Con- 
tions and Caſes of the Soul otherwiſe then it was 


endeten to do; As- we find the Saints uſually (peaking 
als WM Scripture, o my Soul, thou baſt ſaid unto the Lord, 


c. Pſal, 16. 2. My Soul ſaid, thy Face will I ſeek, 
al. 27. 8. Why art ibou caſt down, O my Soul ? Pſal. 
2 J. Pſal. 43. 5. Return unto thy reſt, o my Soul, 
ſal. 116.7. 2. The Heart and Affect ions are re- 


oe Feed. The Heart is made a new Heart, a Heart of 
Unc, capable of Impreſſions, having a Copy of his 
Dread ſtamped on it, and the fear of God put into It, 


— hoe Mans Day yy 4s in a manner na- 
e and kindly to the Man, Fer. 32. 39, 40. Exek. 
. 26. It was before a Heart of Stone, void of 
e Fear of God. The rn a 
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Vith a pure Heart, Pſal. 119. 63. and therefore i 


* -v4in Thoughts : Againſt God's Enemies, as ſud 
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The Love is renewed in ſome good meaſures It go 
eth out after God; I will Love the Lord, Pſal. 18 
4+ after his Law, O how ] love thy Law. ! Pal. 11g, 
97. after thoſe who have Gods Image in them, Joly 
13. 35. 1 John 3. 14. This Love to Gods People i; 
upon a pure Account, as they are the Children 0 
God, and do keep his Statutes, 1 Pet. 1. 22. Itk 


goeth towards all ſuch whom the Man knoweth a 
- apprehendeth to be ſuch, 7ſal. 119. 63- J am a Com 
panion to all then, &. In all Caſes and Conditions 
"even where there is nothing to beautifie or coꝶ 
mend but the Image of God. And this Love is 
fervent many times, 1 Pet. 1. 22. that it puttet 
it ſelf out in all Relations, ſo as a Man ſceketh; 
Godly. Wife, a Godly Maſter, a Godly Servagt, 
Godly - Counſellor, if he have to chooſe upo 
IAI. 101.6. and it is not quenched by many W. 
ters. Cant. 8. 7. many Imperfections and Infirmitic 
difference in Opinion, Wrongs recetv:d, will not alu 
gether quench Love. Allo it is communicative d 
Good according to its Meaſure, and as the Cal 
of the Poor Godly requireth, Fſal. 16. 2. 1 5 
3. 17,18, 19. The Man's Hatred is alſo renewed 
and is now bent againſt Sin, Pſal. 119. 113. 1 ba 


Pſal. 139. 21, 22. Do not I hate them that bare the 

De. The Foy or Delight is renewed, for it rune 

towards God, Pſal. 73. 25. Whom bave | in A 
den? Cc. towards bis Law and Will, Pſal. 1. 2. J 

delight is in the Law of the Lord. And towards f 
Godly and their Fellowſhip, Pſal. 16. 2. — In wh 
is all my Delight. The Sorrow is turned agaid 

Sin, which hath wronged Chriſt, Zech. 12. 1 
as wc * Loli 


* 
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wking on bim whom they have pierced, they Mourn, 
N, 7. 10% t. The Sorrow is Gedl'y there, and a2 
painſt what incroacheth upon Gods Honour; they * 
fol are ſorrowful for the Aſſemblies, and the 
Reproach of that is their Burden, Zepb. 3. 18. 
wr bere i; ſome Renovation in all the Aﬀettions, as 
erer other part of the Soul, pointing now to- 
"Wards God. 3. The very ourward Members of the 
al Arn are renewed, as the Scripture ſpeaks, the 
Con 7 00.gue, the Eye, the Ear, the Hand, the Foot, 
ct So that thoſe Members, which once were im- 
proved as Weapons of Unrightzonfneſs unto Sin, are 
ow improved 4s IVeapons of Righreouſneſs unto Ho- 
ine(s, Rom, 6. 19. #4: i 
Secondly, A Man who is in 74 5 is renemed im 
ome meliure in all bis ways. Behol4 all things are 
ew, 2 Cor. 5. 17. The Man becomes new, I., hs 
Wh iy of bis Intereſt, He way upon any good be- 
fore, though but apparent, and at beſt but exter- 
al, Pſzl. 4 6. But now his intereſt and buſineſs 


:"e ol? 299 to be found in Chriſt in that day, Phil. 3. 
or, how to be forth-coming to him, and 'walk 
ere bim in the Land of the Living, Pſal. 56. 13% 
ee ien he would chuſe above all the Mercies thut 
1h fl this Farth, Pſal. i 19, 64. The intereſt of _ 
"coal! decometh the Mans intereft, as appearet 8 
„ nde Song of Hannah, 1. Jam. 2, And in the Song of 


Ny, Luke 1. It is ſtrange to ſee People newly con- 
erted, and having reached but rhe beginnings of 


4 nowledge, concern and intereft themſelves in the 
ed publick matters of Chriſts Kinglome,  dfirous. 


o have him riding proſperouſly, and ſubduing the 
eople under him. 2. The Man that - in Chriſt, 
5 renewed in the way of bis Worſhip, He was wont 
o ſerve God in the oſdneſt of rhe Letter, for the 
| D 3 faſhion,, 
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falhion, anſwering the Letter of the Command in 
the outſide of Duty, which one in whom the or 
May bath abſolute Dominian, can do: But now be BW, 
Worſhippeth Gad in the newneſs of tbe Spirit, Rom, . 
6. In a new way, wherein he is helped by the, 
Spirit of God, Rom. 8, 26. beyond the reach of Fleſh Mr ; 
ard Blood. He ſerveth now the True and I ivig | 
god, 1 Thef. 1.9. in Spirit, and in Trath, Fob. I! 
24. Having Spiritual apprebenſſons of God, and Ml... 
engaged in his very Soul in that work, doing, au o: 
favying truly, and not feignedly, when be Worſhip en 
peth, ftill defiring to approach unto Him as l 
Livirg God, who heareth and ſeeth him, and chu 
accept his ſervice, Pſal. 42. 1, 2. I grant, be fail; 
of this many times; yet I may ſay, ſuch Worſhip 
he intendeth, and ſometimes overtaketh, and doth 
not much reckon Worſhip, which is not ſo per- 
formed unto God; and the Iniquity of bis Roy... 
things, is not the leaſt part of his Burthen and er . c 
erciſe: Such a Worſhip, natural Men are Strahgers 
unto, whilſt they Babb'e out their Yain-glorious 
Boaftings, Lu 18. 11, 12. to an unknown God, 
Ads 7. 23. 3. The Man that is in Chriſt, is i; 
newed in the way of bis outward Calting and Impli 
ment in the World; he now reſolveth to be about it 
becauſe God hath commanded” ſo, Rom. 12. 11. and 
to eye God in it, as his laſt end, doing it to bis gle 
, i Cor. 10.3t. And ftudicth to keep ſome inter: 
- courſe with God, in the Exerciſe of bis outward Em 
ployments, as Fagob doth in his latter Will, Gen. 49, 
18. And Nehemiah did, Nebem. 2. 4. $0 as the 
Man reſolveth to walk with God, and ſet Him a: 
ways before. him, Pſal. 16. 3, wherein I deny nol 
he faileth often. 4. He becomerh new in the way 
bit Reiuions; he becometh a more n 
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and, Father, Brother, Maſter, Servant, Neigh” 


ur, c. Herein doth be exerciſe bimſelf to keep 4 
de * void of offence towards Men, as well as td. 


urds God, At 24. 16. 1 Cor. $. 22. becoming all 
the res to all Men. 5 He become New inthe 

le WF bis lawful. Liberties; he ſtudieth to make wie" 
vin Meat, Drink, Sleep, Recreations, Apparel, with 
ye to God, Labouring not to come under the 
add Wower of any lawſul thing, 1 Cor. 6. 12, 13 nor 
o give offence to others ia the uſe of cheſe things 
om.” 14 20, 21 £5 15, 2. nor uſing Liberty as au 
ccafion to the Fl:ſh, Gal, 5. 13. Yea, he labouxeth- 
o uſe all theſe things as a ſtranger on Earth, /o.68 


ay he doth eye God, as the lat end in theſe things, 


doth Cor. 10. 21 Doing 4 10 the Glory of God: k. 


per: s we may ſay of that Man, Old things are much 


RY Wo, a1 things are in ſome meaſure: became News. 
eg. 5. 17. He that is fo anew Creature, is um 


ger Woubtedly in Chriſt. Res 

roa This Renovation of a Man in all manner of 

God oaverſation, and this being under Law to God, i 
W things. is that Holineſs withous which no. one bay 


demſelres, but unleſs they ſtudy to approve 
hemſelves unto God in all well-pleaſing, and 
each ſome inward Teftimony of ſincerity that 
Ny, they ſhall not aſſure their Hearts before him. 
e Teftimony of Mens Conſcience is their rey 


9 ꝗhe f we keep bis Commandments, 1 Jubn 2. 3. 1 Fh 
im . 20, oY No conhdence, If the —— . ij 
y 00This is the New Creature, having a Principle of new 
wi ri, Life infuſed by God into their Heart, 
Huedereby it becometh New, and putteth forth acts 
bard D 4 | of 


ing, 2 Cor. 1.12. H this we know that we know bim,. 


is moderation may appear, Phil. 4. 35. And ſome” 


© God, Heb. 12. 4. Mes may fancy things to- A 
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of New Life, thronghout the whole Man, as we 
hare ſaid, ſo as he is pointed towards the whole 
Law, both the Commands which forbids Sin; { 
*hereſolveth to ſet againft ſecret Sins, not to lay 
a ſtumbling Block beſore the Blind, Lev. 19. 14 
Little Sins, which are judged ſo by many, the 
leaſt things of the Law, Math. 5. 19. Spirind 
Sins, filthineſs of the Spirit, 2 Cor. 7. 1. Sins 
Omiihon, a: well as of Commiſſion, ſince Menar 
to be judged by thele, Mat 25, 42,43,44 Tea, din 
that are winded in into his natural Humour and 
Conſtititution, and ſo are as a right Eye or Hand 
to him, Met. 5 29. This new Principle of Lift 
dy the good Hand of God, maketh the Man ſetz 
gainſt every known Sin, ſo far as not to allow peacs 
able abode to any known Darkneſs, 2 Cor. 6. 1þ 
A: alſo he is pointed towards thoſe Command 
which relate to Duty, and the quickening of Grad 
in Man. Ttmaketh a Man reſpect all known Com: 
mands, P/al. 119. 6. To live Godly, Righizouſh, i 
$9berly, Tir. 2 12. Yea, and to ſtudy a right an 
tincere way and manner of doing things, re(clvin 
not to give over this ſtudy of Conformity to Gob 
Wil, whilſt he Lives on Earth; but ſtill to bend fu 

ward towards the Prize of ibe bigh Calling of Gf 
Phil. 3. 13, 14. This is true Hollineſs, very beco 
ing all thoſe who pretend to be Heirs of that Hol 
Habitation, in the immediate Company and 
lowſhip of a Holy God, 1 Foh. 3. 3. 

. * Some may think theſe things high Attainment 
and very hard to be attained to. I grant it is true 
But firſt Remember, that there is a very large? 
lowance.in the Covenant promiſed to his Peopl 
which maketh things more eaſie. The Lord hat 
engaged to rake away the Stony Heart, to give a He 


* 
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ver; he hath engaged to gut bis Law in Mens Hrarte, 
to put bis Fear in their Hearts, to make them keep tbat 
Law ; to put bis Spirit within them, to cauſe them to 
keep it. He hath promiſed to ſatisfie the Prieſts with 
Fatneſs, that the Souls of the People may be-fatiated 


and 31. 22. Etch. 36. 27, Fer. 31. 12. and 31.14. 
Iſe. 27. 3. And if he muſt be enquired to do alt 
aul cheſe things unto Men, be engageth to pour our” 
the Spirit of Grace and Fupplication on them, and ſo 
to Learn them how to ſeek theſe things, and how 
to put him to it, to do all for them, Zech. 12. 10. 
Secondly, for the Satisfaction of the weaker, 1 
want this New Creature, as we have Circumſcri- 
ed and Inlarged it, will not be; found, in all the 
degrees of it, in every gracious Perſon. But it is 


reature 3 and that is the New Man, Epbeſ 4. 21, 
in, 23, 24. Which all muſt put on who are Saving-- 
y taught of Chriſt. There muſt be ſome renews 
og after the Image of God, in a Mans Soul and Bo- 
ly; There muſt be ſomewhat. of every part of. 
n pointing towards Cod: Although 1 grant &-- 
m it in himſelf, becauſe many. know not the 
iftin& parts of the Soul; nor pieces of Reforma» 
jon competent to every part of Soul and Body, 


ea, they have a Witneſs of it within them, if you 


*2 
— ke the ws in and clear to them what it is. 
d hat. There muſt be ſuch a reſpect unto God's non 


mmands, that a Man doth not allow peaccably,. 


+ 1 
of Fleſb, a new Heart, a Heart to fear him fore 


with Goodneſs, and to keep, and water thenr contiunu- 
ally every moment, Exek, 26. 29. Fr. 32. 395 40- 


Nell, if 1. There be a New Man, we cannot grant 
5; If any Man be in Chr iſt, there muſt be a NW 


ery one cannot inſtruct this to others, neither diſ - 


et it will be found there is ſome ſuch thing in them, 


D 5 any: 
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any known Iniquity to dwell in Him; for what C 
ford is between Eight and Darkneſs? 2 Chr. 6. 14, 
15,16, Pfal. 119.6. and 66. 18. He muſt not regurl 
Friquity, I grant, Men may be 9 of - many 
Se and mary Sins 3 and may imagine in 
ſome Cafes, that ſome Sins are not hateful unt 
Got. But ſuppofing that they are Inftrufted in 
theſe things; there can be no agreement between 
Righteouſneſs and Unrighteouſneſs. 3. Men muf 
ö — towards all the Law of God, in their honeſ 
Leſolutions z for this is nothing elſe, then to gire 
up the Heart unto Ged, to put his Law in it with 
out exception, which is a part of the Covenant we 
are to make with God, Heb. 8. 10, 1 grant man 
know not how ro point towards Gods Law in 
their ways; but if it be made manifeſt unto then 
how that ſhould be done, they wilt point af i 
Ani it is true, they will many times fail of thei 
_ Reſolutions in their practice; yet when they hare 
- Hiled, they can ſay, ay did reſdlve otherwa 
und will yet Honey without Guile, reſolve 
do do otherways, and it will prove their Afflictiot 
to have failed of their Reſdlution, when the Lo 
Riſcovereth it to them, which he will in due tin 
4. When we are to judge of our State by the N 
Creatine, we muſt do it at a convenient time 
- When we are in good caſe, at leaſt, not when 
are in worſt caſe 3. for the Fleſh and Spirit, do Lt 
aud Fight againft other, Gel. 5. 17. and ſome 
times the one, and ſometimes the other doth pt 
vail. Now, I ſay, we muſt chuſe a convenic! 
Time, when the Spiritual part, is not by ſome tem 
1 ration worfted and over-powered by the Fleh 
por in that cafe, the New Creature is recoyled bad 
- # its ſtreams, and much returned to the Founta 
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ö and the Habits; except in ſome ſmall things not en- 
14, Wl fily diſcernable, whereby it maketh oppoſition to 
ur che Fleſh, according to the forefaid Scripture ; For, 
any Wl now it is the time of Winter in the Soul, and we 
en may not expect Fruit, yea, not Leaves, as in ſome” 
unto Wl other Seaſon; only here; leaſt prophane Atheiſts 
| in i ſhould make advantage of this, we willfay; That the 
ven Spirit dorb often prevail over the Fleſh in æ Godly Man, 
mul Wl 2nd the ſcope, aime, tenour and main drift of bis way, ' 
neſt BY is in rhe Law of the Lord, that is his Walk, P/dle- 


Sieg 119. 1. Whereas: the Path-way, and ordinary 
with WW Courſe of the Wicked'is Sin, as is often hinted in the 
at de Book of the Proverbsof Salomon. Andif it happen- 


that a Godly Man be over-maftered by any Tranf- 
greſſion, ordinarily it is his ſad Exerciſe; and we ſup-- 
poſe he keeps it ſtill in dependency before God, o 
vl have it rectiſied, as David ſpeaketh, Pſal. 56. 13. 
nn ur thou not deliver my Feet from falling? | 
Object. Atheifts and Mpocriies may have grear” 
Charges and Renovation wrought upon them, and in 
= them, and 1 fear mine be ſuch. | 257 
Anſw. I grant that Atheiſts and Hypocrites have 
many things in them, which do look like the New” 
Creature. Firſt, in regard of the parts df the Man. 
They = (1.) come to much knowledge, as Heb-- 
6. 4. They are enlightned, (2.) There may be 
Wa reel amongft their Affections, as they receive 
ul the Word with joy, Mat. 13. 20. (3.) They may 
reach a great deal of outward Reformation in the 
MY outward Man, both about freedom from Sin, and 
Nerngagement to poũtire Duty, as that Phoriſee did 
ite 18, 11, 12. Yea, (4.) in regard of their 
practical underſtanding, they may judge ſome 
W things: of God to be excellent. The People faid 
duntih that never Man ſpeak 8 Foby 7. 46. A» oa 
| 6 5 


<2} Trial of a Saving © 
condly, - Hypocrites, may have a great deal of 
* Profeſſion. 1. They may talk of the Law and 
Goſpel, and Covenant, as the Wicked do, Fu. 
50. 16. 2. They may confeſs Sin openly to their 
own ſhame, as King Sau] did, 1 Sams 26 21, 
3. They may humble themſelvss in Sackcloth with 
Abab, 1 Kings 21. 27. 4. They may enquire bi- 
ſily after Duty, and come chearefully to receiye it, ſi 
58. 2. 5. They may joyn with Gods Intereſt, in 
a bard and difficult time, as Demas, and other Hy 
pocrites in the Book of the Ads of the Apoſtles, who 
«fterwards fell off. 6. They may give much d 
their Goods to God and the Saints, as, As 5. 1, 2 
i f not all their Goods, 1 Cor. 13. 3. Yea, 7.1 
is not impoſſible for ſome ſuch, being ftraitly es 
gaged in their Credit, to give their Bodies to be 
, Burnt, as in the fore-cited place. Thirdly, Hype 
crites may advance far in the common and ordinar] 
fteps of a Chriſtian work, ſuch as the Elett have 
when God leads them captive As, 1. they may be 
under great Convictions of Sin, as. Fudes was, Ma. 
27. 3,4, 5. So was King Sauloften. 2, They maj 
tremble at the Word of God, and be under mud 
terrour, as Felix was, Adds * 25. 3. They ma te 
joyce in receiving of the Truth, as Mat. 13. 20 
4. They may be in ſome peace and quiet, in er 
pectation of Salvation by Chrift, as the foolill 
Virgins were, Mat. 25. 5. All this may be back 
ed and followed with ſome good meaſure of Refor 
mation. The unclean. Spirit may go out of then 
M 12.43. Lule 18. 1 12. 6. This work Ma 
ſieem to be confirmed by ſame ſpecial experience 
and taſtings of the good Word of God, Heb. 6. 
*Fourthly, Hypocritcs may have ſome things v 
| like the Saving Graces of the Spirit, hs 


I nutereft in Cbri if. «rr 


They may have a ſort of Faith with Simpy . 

gus, Als 8. 13. (2. ) A ſort of Repentance, ane 
walk Mournfully, Mal. 3. 14. (3+) 4 grear fear 3 
of God, ſuch as Balaam, who for a Houſe full -f 
Gold, would not go with the Meſſengers of Balak, 
without leave asked of God, and given, Num. 22 
18. 4. They have a fort of Hope, Fob. 13. 13. 
5. They have ſome Love: So bad Herod to Fohn, 
Mark. 6. 26 I need not inſiſt; it is out of all Queſti- 
on, they have Counterfeits of all Saving Graces. 
5. They have ſomewhat like the ſpecial Commu- 
nications of God, and the witneſſing of his Spirit, 
as ſomewhat like the Powers of the World to 
come, powerfully on them; with ſome flaſhes of 
Joy. ari_ny thence, as Heb, 6. 4, 5. Notwith- 
ſanding all which, they are but almoſt periwa- 
ded with Agrippa, to be Chriftians, Ad, 26. 28. 
It were tedious to fpeak particularly to each of 
theſe things, and to clear it up, that they are 
all but rotten Ware: I ſhall condeſcend upon 
Mu. fome few things, wherein a truly Renewed Man, 
who is in Chrift; doth differ from Hypocrites and 
Reprobates. ( 1.) Whatſoever Change be in 
Hypocrites; yet their Heart is not Changed, and 
made New. The new Heart is wy given to the 
ect, when they are Converted, brought un- 
ler the Bond of the Covenant, Fer. 32. 39. Hel. 
6. 26, Hy pocrites did never apprehend Chrift, 
i the only ſatisfying Good. in all the World, for 
which with Joy, they would quit All: Fer then 
Kingdom of God were entred. in them, Mg. 
3- 44+ The truly Renewed Man, dare and cat 

pen good rome, ſay, and hath a Teftimony 0 

from on fligh, that his Heart hath. been og 
I taking up of Chriſt, and hath been Ws 
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- (3) Whatſoever length Hypocrites advance it 


* 


e ee 
Rim, as the only enriching Treaſure, in whom to 


—Y 


be found, he accounteth all Things elſe Loſs and 
Dung, Phil. 3. 8, 9. (2.) Whatſoever Reforma- 
tion or Profeſſion Hypocrites do atrain unto, as it 
cometh not from a new Heart, and pure Princt- 
ple of Zeal for God, ſo it is always for ſome Wick 
ed and By-end, as to be feen of Men, Mas. 6.5, 
or to evite and ſhun ſome outward” Strait, to be 
free of God's Wrath, and the Trouble of their 
own Conſcience, Iſa. 59. 3. Mal. 3. 14. In Teſt 
mony of this, they never have Reſpett to all 
known Commands, elſe they ſhould never be + Myc 
ſhamed, PF. 119g. 6. nor do they without approval War 
Guile in their own Heart, reſolve againſt every Tt 
known [niquity ; elſe they were freed of Heart 
condemnings, and ſo might juſtly have Confiden 
before God, 1 Job. 3 20. If in never ſo mean aunt 
Caſe, they did from a Principle of Love unto, and 
of Zeal for Chriſt, and for a right End, confeſs ani avi 
profeſs him, Chrift were obliged by his own Won 
to confeſs them before his Father, Mar. 10. 30 Cbr 


that Work, by which the People are led in una 
Chriſt, yet they never ſeek, FR, the Kingdom offfhen 
God, and the Rightebuſneſs thereof, Mat. 6. 3 
the one Thing that is neceſſary, ( viz, ) Chrilf 
Friendſhip and Fellowſhip, is never their one Thin 
and Heart-ſatisfying Choice; elſe that better pe ate: 
wonld never be taken from them, Luk. 10. 4 
(40 Whatſoever Connterfeits of Grace are in 
| obs yet they are all bred there, without at 
Aving Work of the Spirit of Chrift, and it is enough 

to exclude them from the benefit of this Marg" + 
that chey are never denied to thoſe Things, 1 4! 
emptied of them, dut ſtill do reſt on then! Nose. 

yiol 


mieren * Christ. 83 
griour, ſo that they ſubmit not unto the Righte- 
ad onſneſs of God, Nom. 16. 3. and that is enough 
na- MW to keep chem at a diſtance Chrift, who will 
« it WM never clout that old Garment of Hypocrites with 
nci- Ins fine new Linnen, nor put bis new Wine in 
ick- cheſe old Bottles, Mar. 9. 16,17. (5.) We may 
. 5. Na, let Hypocrites, Reprobates, or Atlieſts have 
) be Mwhat they can, they want the three great Eſſenti- 
heir als of Religion and true Chriſtianity : Firſt, They 
eſt} Nate not broken in themſelves, emptied even 


o of their Righteouſneſs, the length of Self-loathing, ' 


e yt lying open for Relief. Such loſt ones Chri 
- to Seek and Save, Luk. 19. 10. Secondly, 
They never up Chrift Jeſus as the only Trea- 
ſure and Jewel that can only enrich, and ſhould 
atishe, and therefore have never cordially agreed 
unto God's Device in the Covenant, and ſo are not 
worthy of him; neither hath the Kingdom of God 


Won Thirdly, They never in earneſt do cloſe wum 
0. 30 Cbriſts whole Yoke without Exception, judging. 


uu his Will Juft and Good, Holy and Spiritual, 
2s Fon, 7. 12. and therefore no Reſt allowed on 


Mithem by Chriſt, Ata. 11. 29. Therefore whaſo- 
6.3 thou art, who can ſt lay clear and juſt Claim 
uri theſe three foreſaid Things, thou art beyond 
Thin reach of all Atheifts, Hypocrites and Repro- 
er paſſſſhetes in the World, as having anſwered the great 
10. ads and intents of Law and Goſpel. $ 
in Object. 1 am clear ſometimes, I tbint 20149 claim 
out u that Mark of rhe new Creature 3 yet as ovber times, 


m ej the Work within me. 

u. It is much to be lamented, that People 
| ———. 
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in doth fs prevail over me, thas an made mn g, 
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flaved by Tranſgreſſion as many are. Let in ap 
ſwer to the Obſection, if it be ſeriouſly propound. 
ed, we ſay, The Saints are found in Scripture juſt 
ly laying claim unto God and his Covenant, when 
Iniquity did prevail over them, as we find, Zſal 
65. 3. Iniquities prevail againſt me, as for ou 
Tranſgreſſons, thou wilt do them away, Rom. 7. 24, 
Paul thanks God through Chriſt, when a Law i 
His Members leads him Captive unto Sin: But for 
the better Underſtanding, and ſafe Application of 
ſuch Truths, we muſt difference betwixt groſs Out: 
breakings and ordinary Infirmities, or Sins that 
come unawares upon a Man, without Fore-thought 
or any Deliberation. As fer the former ſort, it i 
hard for a Man, whilſt he is under the Power d 
them, to ſee his gracious Change, although it be 
in him, and very hard to draw any Comfort from 
it, until the Man be in ſome meaſure recovered, 
and beginning ſeriouſly to reſent ſuch- Sins, andi 
reſolve againſt them. We find David calling him- 
felf God's Servant, quickly after his Numbring = 
God's People, but he was then under the ſerious 
reſentment of Sin, 2 Sam. 24. 10. onab layeth 
claim to God as his Mafter under his Rebellion 
but he is then ruing it, and in a Spirit of Revenge 
againſt himſelf for his Sin, Jon. 1. 9, 10, 11. Next 
as for theſe Sins of Infirmity, / and daily Incurſio 

and Heart Ills, ſuch as thoſe whereof Paul doth 
complain (it is like) were. We ſhall draw out 
fome Things from that ſeventh Chapter to the & 
mans, whereupon Paul maintains bis Intereſt u 
Chrift; and if you can apply them, it is well. (i. 
When Paul findeth that he doth-much fail, an 
eannot teach Conformity,-to God's Law, he dot! 
not blame the Law, as being too ſtrict, ſo as Me 
, 4 4 cann 


bu be 
aft, 


nere in Obrifh. 
cannot keep it, as Hypocrites uſe to ſpeak; but 
ke doth blame himſelf as being Carnal z and he 
ju With of the Law, that it is Good, Holy and Spirt- 
ben tual, Rev. 7. 12, 14. ( 2. ) He can fay, he failed 
Pal, Wo! a Good which he intended, and did out-ſhoot 
o Whimſelf, and he had often honeftly refolyed againſt 
the Evil which he fell into, Rom. 7. 15, 48, 19. 
3.) He faith, that the prevailing Sin over him is 
his Exerciſe, ſo as he judgeth himſelf wretched, 
decauſe of ſuch a — of Death, from which he 
longeth to be delivered, Rom. 7. 24. (4. He faith, 
hat whilft he is under the Power and Law of Sin, 
git Where is ſomewhat in the bottom of his Heart op- 
it boüng it, although over-maſte red by it, which 
er aould he another way, and when that gets the 
it deſpper Hand, it is a delightſome Thing, Rom. 7. 
fronW2, 25. upon theſe Things he thanks God in 
ered, chriſt, that there is no Condemnation, Nom. 7. 
nditoÞs. Nom. 8. 1. Now, then look if ye can lay claim 
him ge theſe Things. (f.) If you do blame your ſelf, 
ng ad approve the Law, whilſt you fail. (2.) If you 
routen ſay that you do often reſolve againſt Sin ho- 
ayetiWeſly, and without known Guile, and do ſo re- 


pon you. (3.) If you can ſay, that you are ſo 
kr exerciſed with your Failings as to judge your 
If Wretched, becauſe of ſuch Things, and a Bo- 
y of Death, which is the Root and Fountain of 
ich Things. (4.) If you can ſay, that there 1-a 
arty within you oppoſing theſe Evils, which would 
at the right way, and, as it were, is in its Ele- 
ent, when it is in God's way, it is well; only be 
dviſed not to take Reſt until in ſome meaſure, 
bu be rid of the Ground of this Objection, or at 
if, unti you can very clearly ſay, you are wa- 


ging 
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ve the contrary Good before the Evil break in 


* Trial ; A 3 | me | 
ing War with theſe Things: Now a good help 
againſt the prevailing Power of Sin, is, to cleave 
cleſe to Chrift Jeſus by Faith, which as it is a de 
firable 2 of Sanctification, and a notable piece 
of Conformity to God's Will, and moſt ſubſervient 
unto his Deſign in the Goſpel; Gal. 2. 20, 21. and" 
ſo ſhould be much endeavoured by People, as 1 
Work pleaſing unto God, Job. 6. 29. So it is the 
ready way to draw Life and Sap from Chriſt. the 
bleſſed Root for Fruitfulneſs in all Caſes, as 3 
15. 4, 5+ | 
. Object, I do. not partake of theſe ſpecial Comm 
1 God, wget in tbe hoes 2 
gend Outgoings of bis Spirit, whereof praci 
People . oF whereunto the yy 
2 went of theſe Things makerh me much 72 ) 
4%. 5 | x. 
. &nſw. I ſhall ſhortly bint ſome of theſe excel 
lent Communications, and I hope upon à rig 
diſcovery of them there will be but ſmall groungF' 
_ _ found for the jealous Complaints of many graciol 
- Firſt, (beſides theſe Convictions of the Spirit. 
God, which uſe to uſher Chriſt's way. unto t 
Souls of Men, and theſe alſo which afterwards « 
ordinarily attend them) there is a Seal of the Sl 
rit of God ſpoken of in Scripture, the princin 
Thing whereof is the Sanctiſving Work of t 
Holy Ghoft, imprinting the Draughts and Lit 
ment of Gods Image, and rey-aled Will uped 
Man, as a Seal or Signet doth leave an Impreſig 
and Stamp of its Likeneſs upon the Thing ſealet 
ſo it is, 2 Iim. 2. 19, The Foundation of God i 
- having this Seal, The Lord knoweth them who are bi 
And let-every one that nameth the - Name of 7 


bk. 3 
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urt from Iniquity + And thus, 1 conceive, 


2 i to be called a Witneſs, 1 Fob. 5. 10. He tha 
ever, bath the Witneſs in himſelf, that is, the 
piece rounds upon which an Intereſt in Chriſt is to be 


ade out and proved, are in every Believer 3 for 
zn bath ſomew hat of the ſanctifying Work of God's 
pirit in him, which js a ſure (although not always 
S the dear and manifeſt) Witneſs, 220 
dhe Secondly, There is Communion with God, much 
ed of among Chriſtians, whereby they undery 
| nd the ſenſible preſence of God, refreſhing the 
jul exceedingly ; but if we ſpeak properly, Com: 
union with God, is a mutual Intereſt between 
xd and Man, who hath cloſed with him in Chriſt. 
s a commonneſs, or a common Intereſt between 
end a Man; not only is a Maa intereſted in 
od himſelf, but in all that is the Lords z ſo the 
exceed hath à ſpecial Intereſt in the Man, and al- 
all that belongs to him. There is a Communion 
een Husbartid and Wife, whereby they have 2 
ial Intereſt in each others Perſons, Goods, Gear, 
d Concernments 3 ſo is it here: There is ſuch a 
MWommunion with God. He is our God, and all 
lags are ours, becauſe he is ours; this Comminte 
n with God, all true Believers have at all times, 
he See ſhall ſhew afterwards : 1 grant there is an 
incal Improvement of that Communion, whereby 
do botdly meddle with any Thing that be 
| Lin unto God, and do meddle with himſelf as 
upon i" oun, with much Homelineſs and Familiarity» 
reſüdcially in Worſhip : When the Soul doth Con- 
e with a Living God, partaking of the Divine 
ure, growing like unto him, and ſweetly tra- 
ave hi 1 through his Attributes, and, with ſome 
Indence of Intereſt, viewing theſe Things, = 


a 


Intereſt in Chriſt. = 
eh it ſeemeth Frnoch had much of it, whilft 
ia be walked with God, Gen. 5, 24. yet it is not 
o ordinary as the former, nor ſo common to all 
ta rriſtians; for here the Soul is filled as with Mar- 
de and Fatneſs, following hard after its Guide, and 
»wreularly upheld by his right Hand, Pſal. 63. 5» 8. 
on fourthly, There is a Thing which is called AG 
th unto God, and this I take to be the removing 
Mal Obftruftions out of the way between a Man 
wa God, fo as the Man is admitted to come rear. 
ne are ſaid to have Acceſs. to a great Perſon, 
„ ea Doors are caſt open, b removed from 
heut him, and we admitted to come cloſe at 
Wn ; ſo it is here. Now this Acceſs in Scripture, - 
emetimes taken fur Chrift's preparing of the 
ay, the removing of Enmity between God and 
Wuers, ſo as- Men now bave 4 patent way to come 
God through Chriſt, & 2. 18. Sometimes it 
Wiaken for the actual improvement of that Ac* 
6 purchaſed by Chrift, when a Man finds all 
VMiſtrudtions and. Differences, which do ordinarily 
in between him and God, removed; God is 
"We uncouth to him, nor as a Stranger, keeping 
77 "hh himſelf from him, or frowning on him, buc 
Man is admitted to come even uno his Seat," as 
23. 3. Of the want of this doth-Fob complain, 
23. 8, 9. Whilſt he faith, I go forward, back 
rd, 20 the right and left Hand, and 1 find bim not. 
e firſt ſort of Acceſs is common to all Believers, 
| are brought near by the Blood of the Cove- 


ty between God and them is removed. But AG 

in the other Senſe, is diſpenſed more, accord- 

1 0 the Lord's abſolute Sovereignty and F lea- 

and it is leſt in the Power of Ln 
: r 


it, and are no more far off, as the deadly Eu- 


A 


N Tridlof a Saving 
ſctruct it unto themſelves, until it pleaſe the Ly 


= 


mercifully aud freely to grant it unto them again; : 
ſo it is-up and down, and there needs be no qu 
_ ion (as to Man's State) about it. ind 

Fifthly, There is a Thing called Liberty beſos 2! 
God, and this properly is Freedom. or free Spe t 
ing unto God, many do much queſtion their Stat end 
becauſe of the want of this, now and then, fil! f! 
the Scripture hath faid, here the Spirit is, il ] 
is Liberty, 2'Cor. 3. 17. but they do not juftly coniprac: 
fine that Liberty, ſpoken of there, unto this fri! i 
Speaking before od. I grant where the Sp! 
of the Lord doth ſavingly diſtover God's Will e; 
che Scripture to a Man, There is Li from er 


Obligation to the Ceremonial Law, and from MIA! 

condemning Power of the Moral Law, and fru) 

much of that groſs Darkneſs and Ignorance, whit . 
' 


is on natural Hearts age Vail hiding Chrift in tl 
Goſpel from them. I grant alſd, that ſometime / 1 
even this Liberty which is a free Communion ore 
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God, and ordering of our Caſe before bim, and] 
ling of our Mouths with Arguments, Job 23. 4. 
granted to the Godly, but not as Liberty tak 
in yet ira Senſes. — F * bn of 
4 bi #0 pour out the Spirit of Prayer upon 
215 Houſe: of David, in ſome are, Zech. 12.1 
vet this Communication of the Spirit, which 
call Liberty. or free Speaking unto God, depet 
eth much on the Lord's abſolute Pleaſure, wht: 
and in what Meaſure to allow it. This Liberty wh 
we call Freedom, or free Speaking with God 
Prayer, is ſometimes much abſtrafted from ue t 
Confidence in the time of Prayer, (at a gr: 
until it draw towards the Cloſe of it) it ſtand it; 
mack in a vivacity of the Underſtanding to .f tim. 


wp the Caſe which a Man is to ſpeak befote God 
p as he tan order his Cauſe; and next, there be 
Words; or Verbal Expreffrons, Elegant, Suitable; 
ind very Emphatical, or powertul and pithy; there 
Fills 2 a fervency of Spirit in Prayer, where- 
f the Scripture ſpeaketh ; the Soul is hot, and 
ded, and very intent: There is alfo ordinari 
this Liberty, a ſpecial melting of the Heart, (of- 
joyned with 'a great meaſure of the Spirit of 
race and Supplication, Zech. 12. 10, 11.) for fo the 
pal is pouted out before God, as for a Firſt- born: 
is the Liberty, which many Saints get before 
pd; whilft in much brokeneſs of Heatt, and 
rency of Spirit, they are admitted to ſpeak their 
ind fully to God, as a Living God, noticing (at 


pi 
12 
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ehe ved with Confidence; and then it is not on- 
n M free, but alſoa bold „ IN God 

eme bat Boldnefs with Confidence, Epbeſ. 3. '12, th 

\ wt "ore rarely imparted unto Men, then the for- 
nd r, yet it is ordinary. It hath in-it, beſide what 
* poke before, ſome Influence of the Spirit up- 
W faith, making it put out ſome vigorous att-, 
| in Praver ; there is a ſweet mouruful frame 
Spirit, by which a Man poareth out his Heart 


dur and good Will, pleadeth his Cauſe be- 
Him, 4s a Living God; and this is all che ſen- 
Preſence that many Saints do attain unto ; 


int of Liberty before God in this laſt Senſe, 
uſe there is nothing Eſſential to the maki 

a gracious State here : Some have it, and ſome 
it; ſome have it ſometimes, and not at 
times, © that it is much up and down 
| yet 


reſt) their Prayer: Sometimes this Liberty is 


Pods Boſome; and with fome confidence of his 


is no Some of doubt about a Mans Eſtate, 
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yet I may ſay, gracious Men may do much (by; 
very ordinary influence) in contributing towards the 
2 and retaining, or keeping of ſuch a frame 
of Spirit. | | 13 
Sixthly, Thereis a thing calted Influence or break 
ing of the Spirit, This gracious. Influence (for q 
ſuch onely do I now ſpeak) is either ordinary; and 
this is the operation of the Holy Spirit on the Soul, 
and the Habits of Grace there, wheref roy are 
fill kept alive, and in ſome Excerciſe and ARing 
although net very diſcernable. This Influence 
conceive) doth always attend Believers, And is tu 
kegping and watering Night and Day, and every qi 
ment, promiſed, Ja. 27. 3. Or, this Influence; 
more ſingular, and ſpecial, and is the ſame to 
racious (although a withered) Soul, as the Vin 
95 Breath j to the dry Bones, putting them in go 
Caſe, Ezek. 37: 9, 10, And as the Dew or Rain 
the Graſs, or newly mowen Field, and parched Grout 
Pſal. 72. 6. ſuch Influence is meant, Cant. 4. 16.4 
tie blowing of the South Wind, making the Spices ih 
flow out. When the Spirit moveth thus, there is: 
edge put upon the Graces of God in the Soul, at 
they are made to act more vigorouſly. This 
the inlarging of the Heart, by which a Man doth . 
in the ways of God, Pſal. 112,32. This influent 
is more diſcernable than the former, and not ſo on 
dinarily communicated. Alſo here, ſometime i 
Wind bloweth more upon one Grace, and ſong 
times. more diſcernably upon another, and oft 
upen many ef the Graces together; and accord 
to the leſſer, or greater meaſure of this Infl 
the Sdul afteth more or leſs vigorouſly tow? 
God: And ſince Faith is a created Grace in it 
Soul, this Influence of the Spirit is upon it, ſoapy; 
| 0 
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A 
ene 
ines leſs, ſometimes more, and accordingly as the 
furance of Faith, ſmall or greertt. 
Serenthly, There is the hearing of Prayer of:, 
en ſpoken of in Scripture, and many vex them; 
yes about it, alledging that they know nothing 
f it Experimentally. 1 grant there is a favoura- 
le hearing of Prayer: But we muſt, remember it 
; twofold. ; T4 opt 
Either, 1. It is ſuch as a Man is ſimply to be» 
ere by way of Argument on Scriptural Grounds. 
$if I be fled unto Chriſt, and do approach unto 
Wood in him, pray according to his Will, not re- 
wing Iniquity in my Heart, exerciſing Faith about 
e Thing I Pray for, abſolutely or conditionally, 
cording to. the Nature of the Thing and Pro- 
iſes about it. I am obliged to believe that God 
reth my Prayer, and will give wh is Good, 
wrding to the Seriptures, Fob. 14. 13, 14. Wharſo- 
eas in my Name, will do it. 1 John 53. 14. 
iis our Confidence, that whatſoever we ask accord- q 
ices ite 0 bis WH], be beareth us. Mark 11-24» Be- | 
se that you receive, and you ſhall have what * 

u delire. Pſal. 66, 18, If 1 regard Iniquity, be will 
tear. Then if I regard not Iniquity, I may 
eve that he doth heat me. 7 
Or, 2. A Man doth, ſenſibly perceive that God 
eth his Prayer. It is made out to his Heart 
tout any ſyllogiſtical Deduction. Such a hear- 
of Prayer got Hannah, 1 Sam. 1. 8. Her Coun- 
ee was no more ſad. Surely the Lord did 
e upon her Faith, and made her believe that 
was heard, and ſhe could not make it out by 
towuß Argument; for ſhe had not Grounds where- 
e in to bund the premiſes of the Argument ac- 
it, ſoo to Scripture in that particular. Cod did 
til E framp , 
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e 
NRampit in ſome way upon her Heart ſenſihly, an 
d made her betieve-ie, © This is but rarely grau 
end, eſpecially in Cafes clearly deducible in Scri 
ture. And therefore People are much to be (ati 
fred in exerciſing their Faith about the other, an 
let God give of this latter what he . 
Mar's gracious State fhould not be brought uy 
on Debate, uppen the account of ſuch bearing 
Prayer. | 
Eighthly, There is affurance of God's Favoilif 
by the witneſſing of our own Spfrits; which aff 
Tance, is deduced by way of Argument fyllogj{ 
cally; Thus, Wheſoever believe tb on Chrift (ball i 
wer Periſhy Bu 7 do believe on Chriſt; Therefor: 
ſball never Periſb. Whoſo bath reſpeft unte 4 Gu 
Commantmens, ſhall never be afhamed ; But } 
reſpect unto all bis Commands: There fore I ſhall nei 
be aſhamed. 1 my of reaſoning thus, and conf 
ring Spiritual Things with Spiritval Things, 
Man may attain unto à gpad certainty of his Gr 
cious State. Tt is fuppoſed, 1 Fob: 3. 18, 19. 
' by loving the Brethren in Deed and in Tru 
© we may aſſure our Hearts before God, and tha. 
Man may rejoyce upam the Teſtimony of 4 Good CF: 
feiencs, 2 Cor. 1. 12. A Man may have Confid 
if his Heart do not condemn him, 1 John 3. 
We may then attain unto ſome aſfurance (z1thor 
4 not ful aſſurance) by the Witneſs of our own \ 
ritt. T do not deny, that in this witneſſing of ( 
4 irits towards aſſurance, there is ſome Concurre 
of the Spirit of God. tur, I conceive there ne 
eth but a very ordinary Influence, without wit 
we can do nothing. Now, this aſſurance, ful 
it is, may he yeached' by intelligent Belier 
who keep a good Conſcience in their Walk. 


"Trrereſt 19 Chriſt, © "5 "ol 
nope, there needs be no Debate about it, as t6.4 
ans gracious State; for if a Man will clear Him- 
Mie of Heart-condemnings, he will ſpeetfily reach 
ms aſſurance. 
na Ninthly, There is a witneſſing of Cod's Spiri, 
pentioned, Rom. 8. 16. A bearirg Witneſs with ou? 
iir thar we are the Children of God. This Ope- 
ton of the Spirit is beft underſtood, if we pro- 
ce any Syllogiſm by which our Spirit doth wit 
ess our Sonfhip 3 as for Example, Whoſoevei 
Meth the Brethren, is paſt from Death to Le, 
ed conſequently is in Chriſt: But T love the Rre- 
ren; Therefore I am ju from Death to Lie. 
nere there is a threefold Operation of the Spirit, 
Tree Operations rather. 3 
pe firſt is a Beam of Divine Tight upon the 
Wi Propoſition, perſwading the Divine Autboriyy 
W it as the Word of God; the Spirit of the lord 
t witneſs the Divinity of rhe Scripture, and that 
5 Fi; the infallible Word of God, far beyond all other 
rrul Euments can be uſed for it. 
pe ſecond Operation is, 4 Glorious Beam of 
18 from the Spirit, ſhining upon the ſecond Probe- 
0 7, and ſo upon his own Graces in the Soul, dif 
rering them to be true Graces, and ſuch as the 
855 ripture' calleth ſo. Thus are we ſaid to know 
Woh bis Spirit, the Things freely given 10 us of God, 
Cor. 2. 13. 
W The third Operation is, in order to the third Pro- 
"Wien of the Argument, or the Concluſion , and this 
re "Monceive, to be nothing elſe, but an influence 
Vid m Faith, ftrengthning it to draw 4 concluſion of full 
u me upon the foreſaid Premiſes. Now (wi, 
miſſion unto others, who wa Ml ge Light is 
K. Sctipture, and more Experi- of theſe pre- 
„ E 2 cious 
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cious Communications) I do conceive the Witneſ, 
of the Spirit, or witneſs of it, which is mentioned, 
om. 8. 16. is not that firſt Operation upon the 


firſt Propoſition ; for that Operation is that Teſti 


mony of the Spirit, by which he beareth Witneſ 
to the Divinity of the whole Scripture, and aſſert 
-eth the Divine Authority of it unto the Souls of 
Fracious Men; and ſuch an Operation may be up 
on a Truth of Scripture, which doth not relate to 
a Man's, Sonſhip or Intereſt in Chriſt at all. The 
Spirit may ſo ſhine upon any Truth, relating to 
Duty, or any other fundamental Truth, perſwading 
the Divinity of it, upon and unto the Soul, and 
ſpeaking nothing relating to a Man's Intereſt ig 
Chrift. Neither is the third Operation of the 
Spirit, by which he makes Faith boldly d: aw the 
Concluſion, this witneſſing of the Spirit; for that 
"Operation is nothing elſe but influence upon Faith, 
Þringing it out to full aſſurance ; but that where 
upon this full aſſurance is drawn or put out, is 
ſomewhat deponed and witneſſed already. There 
fore I conceive the ſecond Operation of the Spirit 
upon the ſecond Propoſition, and ſo upon the Gra: 
ces in the Man, is that witneſs of God s Spirit, 
that Beam of Divine Light, ſhining upon tho 
Graces, whereby they are made very conſpicuous 
to the Underſtanding ; That is the Witness, the 
mining on them in his witneſſing : For only here 
in this Propoſition and in this Operation, doth the 
Spirit of God prove a Co-witneſs with our Spirit; 
'For, the main Thing wherein the Witneſs of our 
Spirit lieth, is the ſecond Propoſition, and ſo the 
Spirit of God, witneſſing with our Spirits, is allo 
in that James Propoſition. So theſe two Witnells, 
Having deponed and witneſſed one and * 
| ing: 


Int ereſt ta Chriſt: 77 ® 

Thing: viz, The truth and reality of ſuch ank 
the Wl Mach Graces in the Man, which our own Spirit or 
efti- WM Conſcience doth depone, according to its Know- 
ne edge, and the Spirit of the Lord doth certainly 
ſert · N affirm and witneſs to be ſo, There is a Sentence 
ls of M drawn forth, and a Concluſion of the Man's Son- 
up- hip, by the Man's Faith. breathed upon by he 
te to Ml Spirit for that effect, and this Concluſion beareth- © 
The the full aſſurance of a Man's Sonſhip. It may be 
gw preſumed, that ſome true Saints do not partake of 
ding MW this all their Days, as Zeb. 2. 15. 
and WM Tenthly. 1 ſpeak with the experience of many: 
ft in WSaints, and, 1 hope, according to Scripture, if £ 
f the May, there is a Communication of the Spirit of Gat” 3 
the Mwhich is let out to ſome of his People ſometimes; 73 
that Mit is ſemewhat beſide, if not beyond, that witne(-- 
Faith, Wing of a Sonſhip ſpoken of before. It is a'gloris: 
here- Nous Divine Manifeſtation of God unto the Soul, 
it, 8 Mſhedding abroad God's Love in the Heart; It isa 
Thing better felt than ſpoken of; It is no audible: 
Voice, but it is a waffe or glance of Glory, filling the 
Soul with God, as he is Life, Light, Love, and L 
berty, countervailing that. audible Voice, O Mar, 
rently beloved, Dan. g. 22, 23. putting a Man in a. 
Tranſport with this on his Heart, It is good 20 be: 
lere, as Mat. 17, 4. It is that which went out from 
hriſt to Mary, when He but mentioned her Name, 
Fob 20 16. he had ſpoken ſome Words to her 
before, and ſhe underſtood not that it, was he ; 
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»f ourMWBut when he uttered this one Word, MARI, 
ſo the dere was ſume admirable Divine Conveyance and 
is allo WPlaniteftation made out unto her Heart, by Which, 
nelſes, ide was ſo ſatisfyingly filled, that there was g. 


e ſame place for Arguing and Diſputing, whether or nog 
Thing bat was Chriſt, and if ſhe had any Intereſt in him,” 
3 That 


3 8 How to at tail unto 4 Sa bing ** 
That Manifeftation made Faith to it ſelf, and did 
purehaſe Credit and Truſt to it ſelf, and was equi 
valent with, Thus ſgith th? Tard. This is ſuchz 

lance of Glory, that it may in the higheſt Senſe, 
e called the Earneft, or firſt Fruits of the Inheri 
tance : For, it is a felt Armful of the Holy God 
almoſt wholly conforming the Man unto his Like 
neſs, ſo ſwallowing him up, that he forgetteth all 

Things, except the preſent Manife ſtation: O hoy 
glorious is this Manifeſtation of the Spirit! Faith 
here riſeth to ſo full an Aſſurance, that it reſolveth 
wholly into ſenſible Embracements of God. This 
is the Thing which doth beſt deſerve the Title of 
ſenfible Preſence. And, it i; like, is not give 
unto all Believers, fome whereof are all their Days 
under Bondage, and in Fear, Hebr. 2. 15. But here 
Love, . almoſt Perfect, caſteth out Fear. This is 
ſo abſolutely let out upon the Maſter's Pleaſure, 
and ſo tranſient and paſſing, or quickly gone when 
it is, that no Man may bring his gracious State 
upon Debate for want of it. 

.  Eleventhly, There is a Thing we call Peace, 4 
bout which many do vex themſelyes. This Peace 
is either about a Man's State, that he is reconciled 
unto God by Jefus Chriſt, or it is about his pre 
ſent Caſe and Condition, that he is walking ſo, a 
approved of God, at leaft, ſo far, as there is 80 
Quarrel or Coentroverſie between God and him, 
threatning a Stroke: Both of theſe, are either ſuch 
in the court of Scripture, and conſequently i 
God's Account, or in the court of a Man's own Con- 

ſcience. Peace, about a Man's State, as being it 

Chrift, is ſure in the court of Scripture, an of 
Heaven, when a Man doth by Faith cloſe wich 


Ehriſt and the New Covenant, Rom. 5- 1. Being 
M . | 1 juſtifies 


* - 


wſtified by Faiib, we baue Peace with God. Tt being 
ſure and ſolid in the court of Scripture, it ſho 
hold ſure in the court of Man's Conſcience, it be- 


ing rightly informed ; for in that Cafe, it frilk © 


ſpeaks according to Scripture : But, becauſe often 
the Conſcience is miſ-informed, and in the dark, 
therefore there is often Peace about a Man's State 


according, to Scripture, whilſt his Conſcience dhe 
threaten the contrary, and doth ftill condemn, and + 


xefuſeth to aſſoil the Man, as being reconciled un- 
to God through Chriſt. In this Caſe the Conſci- 
ence muſt be informed, and the Man's gracious: 
Statz made out by the Marks of Grace, as we ſhew- 
ed before; and here the Witneſs of my own Spi- 
tit, will do much to allay the Cry of the Canſa- 


ence ; and if the Spirit of the Lord joyn his Wit--- * 


neſs and Teſtimony, the Conſcience is perfectiy ſa- 
tied, and proclaimeth Peace to the Man. The 


other Peace, about a Man's preſent Caſe or Condi N 


tion, viz. That it is approved of God in a GaſpeB 
Senſe, it may be wanting; and juſtly wanting, at» 
though the other Peace about à Man's State be 


fure, "This Peace about a Man's Caſe and Condi-- 3 


tion, it js either ſuch in the Court of Scripture. 


and this is when a Man is not regarding Taiquity3. 


and accepting the Commands of God without Ex» 
ception 3 then the Scripture ſaith, be ſtands ln an 
even Place, and he needeth fear no ftated Quargel? 
between God and him, in order to a tem | 
Stroalt; and chen it is thus, his Conſcience Bows: 
alſo aſſoil him that ſame way; and would de b, 
if it were rightly informed ;. but becauſe the Con- 
ſcience is often in the dark, therefore a Man may 
de allarm'd with Evil in the court of Conſei | 
it he. were juſtly to _ a Stroak from G 
4 | 
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_ becauſe of his Sit, and ſome Quarrel God hath x 
Aim, although he intends Salvation for him; thisMrati 
is enough to keep a Man in Diſquiet, and to inhj 
bit him, the rejoycing allowed upon him, whilſt 
He is walking in his Integrity: Therefore a Man 
muſt here allo inform his Conſcience, and receive 
do Accuſations, nor Condemnings from it, unle 
it make them clear by Scripture. At that Bar le 
every Man ftand both about his State, and his Cop 
dition, or Caſe; and let him appeal from all & 
ther Courts to that, and not receive any Indi 
ment but conform to the Truth of Go), by which 
the Conſcience is to proceed in all Things; and IWtti 
this were well lookt unto, there would not be {6 
many groundleſs Suſpicions, amongſt the Lord 
People, either about their State, or Condition, up 
on every Thought which entereth their Mind. 
Twelfthly. There is the Joy of the Holy Ghoſh 
and this is when the Spirit doth breathe upon out 
rejoycing in God (which is a Grace very little in 
Exerciſe with many) and maketh it ſet out ſenſt 
'bly and vigorouſly ; and he exciteth and ftirreth 
the Paſſion of Joy and Delight in the Soul, ſo 33 
there is an unſpeakable and glorious Joy in the 
Soul, in the apprehenſion of God's Friendſhip and 
Mearneſs unto him, 1 Pet. 1. 8. This Joy follow 
eth upon Peace, and Peace followeth Righteouf 
meſs, Rom. 14. 17. This Joy really will not fail 
to be according to the meaſure of the aſſurance of 
Faith) as 1 Per. 1. 8. In whom believing, ye rejo, 
Ze. So that the removal of Miſtakes about other 
Things, will allay Doubts about this, | 
No, becauſe ſome of theſe excellent Commu 
nications of the Spirit; after they are gone, are 
drought” in queſtion, as deluſions of Satan. 5 
rr „ N * 8 9 1 
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b a indication of them we ſay, that the ſpecial Op? 
tha rations of God's Spirit in any high degree, uſually: I 
ini are communicated to People after ſuch brokenneſs. © 
hiltMof Spirit, Pſa). '51. 8. after fo ſingular pains in 
Mu neligious Duty, Dan. 9. 3.21. or in time of ſuch; 
eiveWuffering for Righteouſneſs, 1 Pet. 4. 14. or if they 
net break in as the Rain that waiteth not for Man, 
r letMthen they do ſo Humble and Abaſe the Perſon, 
Co. 6. 5. and there are found ſo many Evidences. 
11 + Mof Grace in the Man, Row. b. 15. or theſe Things- 
dick do ſo provoke unto Holineſs, and to have every 
nich rning anſwerable, and conform unto theſe Manite- 
nd fiWations of God, 2 Tim. 2. 19. the Perſon under 
de dem doth ſo loath all Things beſide God's Friend-- 
ord'sMhip and Fellowſhip, Mat. 17. 4. and theſe Things 
up eo carry on them, and with them ſo much Autho- 
ty, and divine Superſcription, whilft they are in 
hoy te Soul, that afterwards they may appear ſuffici- 
| our FWntly to be ſpecial Communications of God, and 
le in Wingular gracious Operations of his Spirit, and no- 
ſenſi-Weluſons. of Satan transforming himſelf into an 
rreth ge! of Light, 2 Cor. 11. 14. nor ſuch common 
laſhes of the Spirit, as may admit afterwards. ite» 
1 the FWecoverable Apoſtacy from God, Heb. 6. 4, 558.7 
» and Now then, to conclude this part of the Work that” 
low Welateth unto Trial; 1 fay, to all theſe who com- 
eon. Main of the want of the precious Out- le ttings of 
t fail Ne Spirit. 1. Bleſs God if you want nothing EE 


ce of Wrntia! for making out of a ſaving Intereſt in Chriſt... 


od hath given unto. you Chrift Jeſus, the great- 
t Gift he had, and fince your Heart is ſhapen 
at for him, he will with him, give you all Things 
at are good for you, in their Seaſon. 2. 1 do 
lieye, upon a right Search and Tryal, after you 
ve underftood the Communications of the Spi- 
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2 ow to attain unte A Saving 
It, vou are not ſo great a neee to many 
Things, as you did ſufpeft your ſelf to be. But 
3. Remember the Promiſes of Life, and of Peace 
with God, are now here in Scripture made unto 
theſe ſpecial Things whereof you alledge the want; 
The Promiſes are made unto Faith, followed with 
Holineſs ; and it may be preſumed, that many 
Heirs of Glory do not in this Life partake of ſome 
of theſe Things, but are in Bondage all their Days 
through fear of Death, Heb, 2. 15. ſo that there 
ſhould be no miſtake about theſe Things: We may 
ſeek after them, but God is free to give or with: 
hold them. 4. Many do ſeek after fuch Manife- 
ſtations before they give Credit by Faith unto 
God's Word; he hath born Record that there is 
Life enough for Men in Chrift Jeſus ; and if Men 
= would by believing ſet to Paar Seal, that God is 
true, they ſhould partake of more of theſe excellem 
Things. 5, I may fay, many bave not honourable 
Apprehenſions and Thoughts of the Spirit of God, 
whoſe proper Work it is, to put out the foreſaid 
noble Operations; They do not adore him as God, 
but vex, grieve, quench, and reiſt him, and many 
People complaining of the want of theſe Things, 
are not at the Pains to ſeek the Spirit in his Out. g- 
ings, and few do ſet themſelves apart for ſuch pres 
cidus Receits: Therefore be at more Pains in Re 
ligion, give more Credit to his Word, and Eſteem 
more highly of the Spirit of God, and ſo you m 
figd mote of theſe excellent Things. 


e 


"How to attain 3 In- 
10 Intereſt in CHRIST. 
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e Aving in the former part of this Treatiſe put 

Men every Mans State to Tryal 3 it now re*- #& 
dis mains, that in this following Part, we gwe 


lem advice tothoſe, who neither can, nor dare lay Caim. 
able Ito the Marks formerly mentioned. 
Zoch Queſt. bat ſhall they do who want the Markr of #: 4 
faid Nu, and ſaving Imereſt in Chriſt, already fp 
50d, /. and neither can, nor dare pretend untotbem?” oY 
5 Anſw. If Men miſs in themſelves the Matlts of 
a Saving Intereſt in Chrift, ou of befafe 5; 
Then it is their Duty, and of all that hear this 
Goſpel, Perſonelh, and Reartily to cloſe with Gods 
device of Saving Sinners by chi Feſus, and this. 
ball ſecure their State. | 

For the better underſtanding of this, we ſhalk 
Premiſe ſome things for Information of thoſe who. 
re more ignorant, and then ſpeak more direft»- 
to the thing. As for the things to be premiſed,  * | 
1. The Lord did at the beginning, out of his 
ounty, make # Covenant with Man in Adam 
2. 17. And did enable Man to abide in that 


En 
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that forbidden Fruit, Gen. 3. did break the Cone. eur 
nant, Hoſ. 6. 7. and made it void for ever, Ron. 3. Ntbei 
20. and involved himſelf into all Miſery there 
by, Rem. 5. 12. 2. The Lord did moſt freely, Win: 
from Everlaſting, Purpoſe and Intend to Save 
Men another way, viz. by Chriſt Jeſus, and the 
Covenant of Grace, in which he intended Recon- 
cilement with the Ele&, through Chriſt Jeſus (God 
and Man, Born of a Woman in due time, to make Nor 
this. Agreement effeftual,) And chis Device (atiſ- rot 
fying His own 1 and ſaving of the Elect by 
Chriſt, he did at firſt intimate to our Parents ia Minn 
Paradice, Gen. 3. 15, where he ſaith, That the or 
Seed of the Woman, ſhall bruiſe the Serpents Head: Nrigh 
e the Lord hath in all Generations made this 
known to his Church. 3. The Lord hath in al 
Ages Covenanted to be the reconciled God of all 
theſe, ., who, by their Subjection to his Ordinances, Man 
did profeſs their ſatisfacfion with this Device, and {Welus 
oblige themſelves to A in the ſame, and 
o ſeek Salvation by C hriſt Jeſus, as God doth of Wnak: 
5 him in the Goſpel: So all the People of rah chen 
rs called the Lords People, and are ſaid to avouch 
him to be their God, and he doth avouch them ett. 
to be his People, Exod. 19. 5. 8. Deut. 26. 17, Wing 1 
18. Yea, the Lord doth alſo engage himſelf, weft: 
be the God of the Seed, and Children of theſe whoWnd | 
do To ſubject to his Ordinances, - The Covenant Chur 
ſaid to be made between God and all the People, 
young and old, preſent, and not preſent that DayyWedge 
Deut. 29. 10, 1116. and all are appointed to come Nove 
under ſome Seal of that Covenant, as-was enjoynel N, pe 
to rabum, Gen. 7. 10. Not only was it ſo in the ich 
Old Teſtament, but it is fo in the New Teste 

ment alſo. The Lord makes offer of himſelf, to 
| , Eb; <= . our 
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ave God in Chrift Jeſus, and the People profeſſing 


1 wagen in that offer, and in Teftine⸗ 
re. Ney theteof, Subjecting themſelves ute the Or- 


linances, they are reckoned a Covenanted People; 
nd are joyned unto his Church in Thouſands, re- 


the Weeiving à Seal of the Covenant, without any fur- 
o tere particular previous Tryal, 4d. 2. 38, 4r. 
50 , Many do deal Treacherouſly with God in this 
ake Covenant, Pſal. 4 26, 37. And although they 
tif- Profeſs their Eftimation of Chrift the Saviour, 
ad Heart-fati-faQion, with that Device of Savin 


mers by him, and having the Image of God re- 
Rored by him, in them; yet their Heart is not 
right with God, and they do content themſelves 
this Wvith an empty Title, of being in a Sealed Cove« 
rant with God, John 8. 39. Abrabam is our Father; ' 
f al May they) For although the Lord obligeth'ey 
ices, Man who profeſſeth his Satisfaction with Chriſt 
and Neſus, the deviſed Ranſom, to be cordial and fin- 
and Were herein, and only to theſe who are ſo, dothhe 
h of Wnake out the Spiritual Promiſes of the Covenant, 
acl, Mithey only being priviledged to be the — of 
ouch Wood, who do really receive Chriſt, Fobn 1 12 
hem et the Lord doth permit many to profeſs their cis- 
. 17, Wing with him in Chriſt, both in the Old and New 
f, oMTreftament, whilft their Heart is not engaged 
who end he doth admit them to be Members of hi 
nt Vhurch, granting unto them the uſe of Ordigans 
ople, Ares, and many other External Mercies and Privi- 
Day edges denyed unto the Heathen, who are not in 


come Covenant with-him. 5. Although the greater part 


yn People do fooliſhly fancy, that they have chaſed 
ith God in Chrift- Jeſus, ſincerely, and heartily, 
Ir at leaſt, they do without any ground or ways 
nt, promiſe a new Heart to themſelves before 


886 em to attain unto a Saving. 
E theydepartthis Life; yet there be but very fey 
whe do really and cordially cloſe with God ia 
Chriſt Jeſus, as he is offered in the Goſpel ; a 
ſo there be but very few Saved, as is clear, Mu. 
7. 14. Strait is the Gate, and narrow is ile ii 
which. leadeib unto Life, and few there be who fil 
it, Mat. 20. 16. Hayy ar Called, bus few in 
| en. If People would believe this, it mig 
" help to Alarm them. 6. Although none at all d 
| — tho cloſe with God in Chrift Jeſus, and 30 
quieſce in that Ranſome found out by God, exec! 
cept only ſuch as are Elected, Rom. 11. 7. Mn 
| whoſe Hearts the Lord doth Soveraignly deter 
mine to that bleſſed Choice, Foby 6. 44, Yet th 
Lord hath left it as a Duty upon People who heat 
this Goſpel, to cloſe with his offer of Salvation 
through Chriſt Jeſus, as if it were in their pow 
to do it. And the Lord, through theſe Command 
and Exhortations, (wherein he obligeth Men to ti 
thing) doth convey Life and Strength to the Elec 
and doth therein convey the new Heart unto then 
which pointeth kindly toward this new Device d 
Saying Sinners, and towards Chriſt in his Cc 
nant Relations; or, it is the Lords mind in thek 


* 
4 he - 
1. 2 


1 
£ 


Having 


1 fereſt in Obrift. > 8 
—M Having premiſed theſe things, I Gay, if Men 
ys nils 1 the Marks K a ſavi — 


va, reatiſe; then for ſecuring their State, they are 
e bliged with all Diligence, perſonally and heartily 
o accept of, and cloſe with Gods Device of Sa- 


| In handling of this, we ſhall 1. ſhew 
hat it is to accept of, and cloſs with that no- 
le Invention, 2 We ſhall ſhew , that it is the 
Neſſary Duty of thoſe who would be in favour 
ith God, and ſecure their Souls. 3. What is 
.Wreviouſly required of thoſe who perform this 
huty. What are the Qualifications, and Pro- 
rties of this Duty, if rightly managed. 5. What 
+ the Native Conſequents of it, if it be per- 
vrmed aright. 1 | 
As for the firſt, M bat is it to cloſe. with Gods Device 
f Saving Sinners by Chriſt Feſus,held out in the Goſpel? 
lere we muſt remember, (as we ſhewed before that 
t fir God willed Man to abide in his Favour, by 
Ming faſt his firft 9 in which he was Cre» 
ut Man by his Tranſgreſſion made void that 
Wovenant of Works, and put himſelf in an utter 
aprcity to regain the Lords Friendſhip, which 
had loſt by his Sin, and to, reſcue himſelf 


ſame, or any way to procure hi own Salva- 
n: But the Lord freely hath manite ſted anq- 


ding his Son Chriſt Jeſus in the Fleſh, to ati 


ther) his Image now defaced, and to bring 
m unto Gloxy z and he bath wade open Pro- 
nation in 


b 3 q , 
, FF DIR | 


ng Sinners by Chrift Jeſus, held out in the Goſ- 


— 


ani cChriſt, ſpoken of in the former part” of the 


m the Curſe and Wrath now due to him fag 


Way of Repairing Mans loft Eftate, vix- by - . 
e | i 
Juſtice for the Sins of the Eleft, and to re H² /, 


urch, That whoſoever will 42 


88 How to attain unto 4 San, 
aſide all thoughts of Saving themſelves by the Cow- 
nant of Works, or Fw Righteouſneſs, and will 6 

ree heartily to be Saved by Chrift Feſus ; they ſpl 
15 reſtored to 4 better Condition, than formerly Ma 
was in, aud ſhall be Save!. So then, to cloſe with 
Gods Device of Saving Sinners by Chrift Jeſus, is 
to quit and forego all thoughts of Help, or Sale 
tion by our own Righteouſneſs, and to agree unts 
this way which God hath found out: It is 0 
value, and highly efteem of Chriſt Jeſus, as the 

reaſure ſufficient to Enrich Poor Man, and. with 
the Heart to believe this Record, That tbere i 
| Life enough in Him for Men. It is to plead thi 
Invention, and to acquieſce in it, as the only wa 
to true Happineſs: It i; to point towards this Me 
diator, as God holdeth him out in the Goſpel, with 
deſire to lay the ftreſs of our whole State on hin 
This is that which is called Faith or Believing, 
the Receiving of Chriſt, or Believing on his Name; 
Fobn 1. 12. This is that Believing on the Named 
the Lord Jeſus, Commanded ynto the Taylor fo 
his ſafety, As 16. 31. This agreeth to all the 
Deſcriptions of juſtifying Faith in the Scripture 
this doth anſwer the Type of looking to the brat! 
Serpent lifted up in the Wilderneſs. ohn 3. 14, 1 
And this is ſuppoſed in all theſe ordinary ating 
of Faith; to which Promiſes are annexed it 
the Scripture, and will be found in all who hart 
got the new Heart from God, and it will be fount 
in none elſe. n : 

As to che Second thing, viz. That this is the 
ceſſury Duiy of all ſuch who would be in favour will 
God, and ſecure their Souls, It appeareth this 
1. This clafing with Gods Device, or Believing | 
Chriſt, is commanded every where in Scriptut 


iereſt in Chriſt. * " 8 f 


due: py the Lord, as the conditios of the nem Cove- 
1% Wart, giving Title and Right unto alt the Spiritual 
pd leſſings of the ſame z for it is, upon the matter, 4 


he Receiving of Chriſt; This is commanded, ] 
hilft God bids Men Come and Bux; that is, im- 
dropriate all, by cloſing with that Device, I. 55» 
The Weary are commanded to come unto him | 
bus for their Reſt, Maz. 11. 28. Tbis is bis cm- 
mdment, that we Believe on tbe Name of bis Son, 4 
John 3. 23. This is enough to prove it a Duty 
cumbent. But further, it is ſuch a Duty, as 
aly giveth Title and Right to a Sonſhip; for, on- 
they who Receive him, are priviledged to be | 
ons, Fobn 1. 12. To as many as Received bim, 0 * 1 
m le gave power to be the Sons of God, even to cb Þ 
Believed on his Name. 2 It i to be t 
ceſſary Duty of all, thus: o leſs then 

th give a meeting unto God, offering himſel 

be our God in Chriſt; and no leſs than this doth. 
ſwer our Profeſhon, as we are in Covenant win 
m. as Members of his. viſible Church. Ihe 


Il td offereth to be our God in Chriſt; if we 

turet cloſe with the offer, laying aſide al thought 
Va other ways, by which we may attain to Happi- 

4, . we give no meeting to him; He ſaith, Thies 
in ny Beloved Son, in whom. I am. well pleaſed; belt 
ed ll him, Mar. 17. 5. If we cloſe. not with the 


er, we give no anſwer unto God, Moreover, 
: found: ue all Baptized. in the Name of the Lord . 
W 


iſt, far the . Remiſſion of Sins, , As 2. 38. 
leſs we doc ich Chriſt, as is ſaid, be 
it Profeſſion; therefore ſince this is the 

ch doth anſwer Cods offer in the Goſpel, | 
ke good our Profcſhon, as Members of his 
urch, it is a neceſſary Duty lying upon us. 


3. What- 


89 


= 
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'» Meb. 11. 6. and He that Believerb not, is Condem 


| of the Kinz dom are caft out, if this be want 


3. Whatforver: à Man hath” elle, if he'to milth 
thus cloſe with Gas Deyice about Chrift Jeu 
and do not Receiye him, it doth not avail, eiche 
as to the accepting of his Perſon, or of his per 
mances, or as to the Saving of his Soul. Men ae 
accepted only in Chriſt the Beloved, Epb. 1. . 
Abel and his Offering are accepted by Faith, Mad, 
11. 4. Without Faith it is impoſſible to pleaſe Golli 7+ 

ern: 


le 
er 
} 


60" ad, and ſbal! mor ſee Life, but the Wrath 
Gol abilleth on bim, John 3. 18, 36. For want 
this, no External Title doth avajl z the Child 


Mat. 8. 10, 11, 12. The People of rael are i 
Odder Heathens, in regard of a graceleſs State, 
Ang open to the Wrath of God, Fer. 9. 25, 26. 
Men do not Believe, that He who was ſlain atf 
ruſalen, who was called Chrift ſeſus, and witneR 
unto by the Prophets, and declared to be the lp: 
of God by many mighty Works: I ſay, if Wills 
duo not Believe that he is the Way, and cloſe et u 
wich bim as the only way, They ſbal Die in their 
John 8. 24. 
We ſay then, It is a moſt neceſſary Duty thi 
to cloſe with Cbriſt ꝓeſus, as the Bleſſed Rel 
appointed for Sinners; every one who is come . 1: 
years of underftanding, and heareth this Go / 
is obliged to take to Heart his own loſt conditi We 
and Gods gracious offer of Peace and Salvatifffi« i 
. through Chriſt Feſur, and ſpeedily to fly from" O. 
Wrath to come, by accepting, and clofing with d ig 
offer} heartily acquieſcing therein, as a ſatishſ# w 
way for Saving of poor Sinners : And that all M, 
de the more encouraged to ſet about this D ten! 
When they hear him praying them, to be tete tl 


ere in G, ® Or. 


lied unto them, let them remember, that Peace 
od Salvation is offered to the People in univerſal 
ther erms. to All without exception; Jf any Ma will, * 


r ſhall be welcome, Rev. 22. 17. If amn , 
W:lchough after that which will never profit, yet) 

tey ſpall be welcome here, on the condition afore- 

id, J. 55» . All are commanded to Believe, 
Flu z. 23. promiſes are to all who are Ex- 
W-coally called by the Goſpel z God excludes none, 

they do not exclude themſelves, 4d 2. $9, $0 - 

hat if any have a mind for the thing, They May*. ll 

ome forward, He will in no wiſe caft_rhem out, Job. 5 

. 37- being able io Save to the utmaſt, them who 
e Cod ibrougb bim, Heb 7. 26. And theie 

ho have long{delayed to take this matter to Heart, 
Ano the more need to look to it, left what be- 

Woes to their Peace, be hid from their Eyes: But 
weſe words will not take effeft with people, 
ti! God pour out bis Spirit from on High, Iſa. 32. 
M5. Tocauſe Men 10 approach unto Ged in Chriſt 5 
et we muſt till preſs Mens Duty upon them, and 

/ Meteſt and charge them, bythe appeuring of rhe 

us Chriſt, and their Reckoning to bim in tb Days 

ut they give the Lord no reſt, until he ſend aut thes i 
Wit (which be will give to them who 40k it, Luke 

1. 12.) and cauſe them to now what belongs wn * 

ir Peace, and bring them up to their Duty. * 

We come now to ſpeak of the Third thing, (vit) 

bat is previouſly required of theſe who are y0 1 

Dy: Men muſt not raſhly, inconſideratelr, 

ignorantly ruſh in upon this matter, * N 
=” will plead that Device of 1 Sinners. oy © 

viſt, and will acquieſce and reſt on bim far ſafety , 

ten Men do deceive themſelves here, and do ima- 
chat they have done the thing, W 'M 

ere 
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92 Flow to attain unto a Saving 
therefore hold out ſomethings pre- required in . 
Perſon, who is to cloſe with Chriſt Feſus, whid 
although we offer not as poſitive Qualification 
fitting a Man for. Chriſt that way, Ia. 55. 1. Ye 
they are ſuch things, as without them, a Man ca 
not knowingly, and cordially perform the Duty 
Bel'ezing on Chrift jeſus. Beſides the comma 
Principles which are to be ſuppoſed in theſe wh 

Live under Goſpel Ordinances 3 as, 'The Kym 
ledge that Men haue Immortal Souls; Soul and 611 
wi) be united apain at the laſt Day; There is 
Heaven and Hell, one of which will be the Everli 
ing Lot of all Men; The Old and New Teſt ine 
ite true Wand of God, and the Rule of  Fiith a 
' Marmers ; Every Man is by Nature void of the Grid 
of God, and is an Enemy unto God, and an Heir 
Condemnation 3 R-conciliation is only by the Media 
Chrift F-ſus , Faith unites unto him, and it the condi 
tion of the New Covenant , Holineſs is the Fruit 
true Faith, and is to be ſtudied, as that without wii; 
m0 Man ſhall ſce G04: I ſay, beſide theſe things 
the knowledge of which is neceſſary, it js require 
of him who would Believe on Chrift eſus, 1. | 
take to heart his natural Condition, and het 
de muſt know ſome things, and alſo be very {et 
ous about them: I ſay, he muſt know ſome thing 
as firſt, that as he was Born a Rebel and Outl: 
unto God, ſo he hath by many actual Tranſgreſhon 
diſdblig'd God, and Ratified the Forfeiture of! 
= Favour; yea, a Man ſhould know many particull 
inſtances of his Rebellion on all hands, as that 

= * is a Lyar, Sabbath-breaker, Blaſphemer, ort 

e, as Paul ſpeaketh very particularly of him 

EF afterwards, 17im. 1. 15. 2. The Man muſt kne 

that the Wrath of God denounced in „ 


— 


Net 11 Chriſt, 5 
anding in force againſt theſe very Sins whereof | 
eis Guilty, and ſo conſequently, he is the Par, 3 
na: undoubtedly, againſt whom God (who cannot 
ye) hath denounced War. A Man muft know, 
Wat when the Scripture ſaith, Curſed is be that Offer- 
b 4corrupt thing unto God, Mal. 1. 14. It ſpeaketh 
aint him for his ſuperficial Service performed un- 
= God with che outward Man, when bis Heart 
3 far off. When the Word faith, God will not 
bim Guiltl:ſs, that taketh bis Name in Fan, 
. 20. 7. The Man muſt know it ſpeaketh a2: 
re 11 Winſt himſelf, who hath often careleſly profaned 
bei dreadful Name, before which all Knees ſhould | 
time, 7hil. 2. 10. and which his Enemies do take ⁵ 
'th A rain, P/al. 139. 20. When the Word ſaith, 1 
is be that doth the Work of the Lord negligent- 
Fer. 48. 10, The Man muſt know. that it 
aketh againſt himſelf, who hath irreverently, 
th much wandering ef Heart, and drowzineſs, 
ard the Word Preached; and without Senſe, 
th, or Underſtanding, hath often prayed before 


thinegn: When the Word ſaith, Wo be unto bim. who 

equiWeth bis Neighbour Drink, and putterb his Bottle to 

1. , to make him Drunk alſo, that be may look on bis 

1d bene, Rab. 2. 15 16 The Man muſt know 

ery pr it!“ ſpoken againſt himſelf, who bach gloried 

> thi making his Neighbour Drunk, and that dreadful 

Oulan is determined by the Lo:d againſt him, ac- - 

renvcding to that Scripture; When the Word faith, ” 
will judge unclean Perſons, Heb. 13. 4. And * 

ting cloſe them. out of the New Feruſalem, Kev. 21. 

that ll The Man muſt know. that the Scripture. ſpeak- # 

„or g theſe Words againſt him, he being an unclean 

bim ron; fo that he is the Perſon againſt, whom the 

ft Koe of the Law doth directiy ſtrike. 3. A Man 

pture, ; | : muſt 


ſta 


s 

— 
* 
<> * 


o feet firſt the Kingdom ? Mar. 6. 33. 1s th 
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miuſt know that he hath nothing of his own 


* 
N 


# * ard under which he eth, becauſe al 


babe been an abomination umto God, Prov. 21. 2 


Produceth, 1. A taking of Salvation to Ha 


re his Peace, and to ſet bim free of tl 


weſs is 4s an unclean vhing , Iſa 64 6, 
Prayers, his other Servicedone to God, his Aln 
Deeds, Sc. Are not paſs-Guilt before God, fut 
they came not ſrom a right Principle in his He 
und were not per formed in # right way, nor upon 
right account, nor for a right end. His ſariſi 


4. He muſt know, that as he is void of all the 8 
ring Graces of the Spirit, as the true Lore of Ge 
the tr ue fear of his Name, Godly ſorrow for Sin, b 
fo particularly, that he wants Faith in Chriſt, vt 
taketh burthen for all them who Believe on hin 
Until a Man know this, he wiſſ till leave al) his Pe 
and Burthen without care or regard, at the Por 
Chriſt, the common Cautioner. ll, 

Now net only muſt a Man know theſe tüm 
2s faid before, but muſt alſo very ſeriouſly t 

them to Heart, that is to fay, he muſt be affe tet 
with theſe things, and be in ſad earneſt abt 
them, as he uſeth to be in other Caſes, wherein! 


uſeth ta be moſt ſerious ; yea, he ſhould be more ilk 


exrneft here, than in other Caſes, becauſe iti 
greater concernment unto bim. This ſeriouſ e f 


more then any thing eiſe. Shall Men be oblige 


Bret one ee Lap 7 Lu. 10. 42. Shall 1M)! 
conn: all 4 907 and Dung or this mat BITE 
Phit. . $. Is 4a Maw «a Z » gaimt V1.0 
World, if he loſe his Soul? +8, 6. Sal * A 
the only ground of joy, that Mens namer ave W 
tew in the. Book of LK 7 Laſer 16k 26 hallt 


I 
\\n 


k 
U 


Pon 
er if 
1. 2 
he 8 
1 
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n hin 
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a (who would be reckoned ſerious) take their 
oul and Salvation more to Heart than any thimg 


ſe? Surely it cannot Let none deceive them- 


ves. If the hazard of their Soul, and che gal- 
ation thereof, and how to be in Favour with God, 
ath not gone nearer to their Heart than any thing 
the World beſide; It cannot be preſumed upon 
ſt Grounds, that they ever knew Sin, or the Evers 
aftingneſs, of God, or his Wrath aright. 2. This 


\ - 4 
b +v 

c 
A * 


iouſne(s breaketh the Man's Heart, and faimteth - 


be ſtautneſs of it, and leadeth it out to Sorrow, 4s 
pe doth for 4 firſt Born: Zeri. 12. 10. L grant their 
crow will better 8 —5 Serene 
hen they apprehend Chriſt pierce their Sins. 
lt leadeth the Man ta a Self-loathing. A Maw 
ling up hamſelf fo, cannot but Loath himſelf for 


5 Abominations, whereby he hath deftroyed hint 


lf, There is ſomewhat of that Spirit of Revenge, 


ch is mentioned as a Fruit of true Repentan 


Cor. 7. 11. 4+ This (criouſnefs doth mabe the — 
remptory to find Relief; fince it is not in him- 


he dare not put off and delay his Buſineſs, as 


fore : And this is indeed required that he finds 


anſclf ſo purſued and put to it, that he flees o 


fuge ſomewhere. 1 grant ſome have a higher, 
| ſome a lefler degree af this/Serioufnets, ag we 


sin the former part of this Treatiſe. But if we 
of the Lord's ordinary way of working with 
echo are come to Age, we fay, they muſs 


j crioully take their Soul's Eſtate to Heart, de- 


xiring of Help in themſelves, ſince the whole - 


d na Phyſitian, bur thoſe who are Sick, Mat. 9. 


As ſor the Meaſure, we plead. only that which 


y doth. ſuppoſe, that a Man will be indo 
thereby ta tranſact cordially with Chriſt, ow 
any 
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xt: — Terms he doth offer himſelf to be cloſe 
with, _ 

The ſecond Thing pre- required of him whg 
would believe on Chriſt Jeſus, is, Ee muſt hm 
and tale to Heart the way of Eſcape from God's Wrath 
The Spirit muft convince him of that Righteonſs 
neſs. Here a Man muſt under ſtand ſomewhat d 
ſtinctly, that God hath deviſed a way to ſave pod 
loft Man by Jeſus Chriſt, whoſe perfect Righteouk 
neſs hath ſatisfied offended Juftice, and procure 
Pardon and everlaſting Favour to all thoſe whoil 
he perſwadeth by his Goſpel, to accept of Godly 
Offer, Adds 13. 38, 39. Fob. 1. 12. So that no Pep 
ſon i; excluded, of whatſoever Rank or Condition 
whatloever hath been his former way, ( unleſs It 
be guilty of the Sin againſt the Hoſy Ghoſt, whill 
is, a malicious Hatred and Rejęction of the M 
medy appointed for Sinners, as we ſhall hear) far 
all manner of Sin is forgiven unto thoſe who acce 
of the Offer in God's way, Matth. 12. 31. Ht 
able io ſave to the uttermoſt thoſe that come unto ON 
through him, Heb. 7. 25. 

The third Thing pre-required, is, A M1 mll 
know, that as God bath not excluded him, from 
Relief appointed ; ſu be is willirg to be reconciled ul 
Men through Chriſt, and hub obliged Men to df 
with him through Chriſt F:ſus, and ſo to impropri 
that Salvation to themſelves. He not only inviſth 
all to come, /i. 55. 1,2. And welcometh all thi 
come, as we find in the Goſpe!, and comment 
eth thoſe who come, Matth. 8 10. and 15 N 
and-chideth tor not coming and clofing with hit 
Job. 3. 18. But alſo he cominandeth all to belief 
on Chrift, 1 7%. 3. 23. So as a Man is not to q 
ſtion the Lord's willingneſs to receive Men, 


Intereſt in Chriſt. —_— 


go to Chriſt honeſtly, for God hath abundantly 
deared that in Scripture ; unleſs that a Man know 
o much, he will ſcarcely dare to lay his Heart 
open for that noble Device of ſaving Sinner, or 
adventure his own weight and ſtreſs upon Chriſt 
eſus. 
The fourth Thing pre- required, is, The Man 
bo would cloſe with Chriſt F-ſus, muſt reſolve io 
wreck a] Covenants with Hell and Death, Iſa. 2% 
Is. Whatſoever known Evil Men are engaged in- 
they muſt reſolve to forgo it; for, there is ns 
cord between Chriſt and Belial, 2 Cor. 6. 14, 
Is, 16, 17, 18. The Lord requireth that they 
ho would expect him to be for them, ſhould 
jot be for another, Hof. 3. 3.. This is far from 
rangelical Repentance, which I grant doth not 
tecede a Man's cloſing with Chriſt by Faith; 
dere is little here beyond a Miſ-regard of theſe 
ſhings unto which a Man was formerly devoted, 
id a ſlighting what he was Mad upon, becauſe 
ſeeth himſelf deſtroyed thereby, and Relief 
offered, whereupon his Heart beginneth to 
more Intent than formerly it was. After this, 
hen Chriſt is look d upon alone, his Worth and 
auty doth appear, ſo as _—_— all the Gods 
ere is none like unto him, and he looketh out 
a ſufficient covering of the Eyes to all who 
him. Upon which the Heart loveth God's 
mice in the new Covenant, and loveth to lay its 
eight upon Chriſt, rather than any other way, 
Ming towards him, and ſo the Man becometh 
believer. Now I will not ſay that all theſe 
ungs whereof we have ſpoken, are formally, or- 
fly and diftinaly found in every Perſon before 
Cloſe with God in Chriſt ; for the way of the 
| . Heart 
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Eeart with Chrift, may be added to the four w& 
derful Things, Prov. 30. 19. It is hard to trace the 
Heart in its tranſlation from Darkneſs to Light; u 
we hold out the moſt ordinary and likely wg 
to him who doth ask the way, debarring therd 
ignorant and ſenſeleſs Perſons from medling, a 
-diſcharging them to pretend to any Intereſt i 
him, whilſt they remain ſuch. The fourth Thiy 
we propoſe to ſpeak to, is, The 2 of th 
— when rightly gane about. I ſhall only hint 

. 


I. Believing in Chriſt muſt bs Perſanal; a N 
Himſelf, and in his own proper Perſon, muſt di 
with Chriſt Jeſus. The Fuſt ſhall live by bis Fa 
Hab. 2. 4. This ſaith, that it will not ſufhce for 
Man's Safety and Relief, that he is in Covenant wi 
God, as a born Member of the viſible Church | 
vertue of the Parents Subjection to Chrift's On 
nances, neither will it . that the Perſon | 
the initiating Seal of Baptiſm added, and that 
then virtual aged to ſeek Salvation by Chril 
Blood, as all Infants do. Neither doth it uti 
that Men are come of believing Parents; their Kal 
will not inftate their Children into a Right tot 
Spiritual Bleſſings of the Covenant. Neither 8 
it ſuthce that Parents did in ſome reſpet engage 
their Children, and gave them «may unto God ; 
theſe Things do not avail. The Children of 
Kingdom, and of godly Predecefſors, are caſt 0 
unleis a Man in his own Perſon, put out Faith 
Chriſt Jeſus, and with his own Heart pleaſe 
acquieſce in that Device of ſaving Sinners, hed 
not be ſaved. I grant this Faith is given unto ; 
by Chrift, but certain it is, that it muſt Deli 


2. h 
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2. This Duty muſt be cor dia and hearty: With 
be Heart, Man believeth unto Righteouſneſs, Rom. 
0. 10. A Man muft he ſincere, and without guile 
n cl with Chrift, judging him the only cover- 
ng of the Eyes, not hankering after another way. 


rhe Matter muſt not ſwim only in the Head or 

Kt aderſtanding, but it muſt be in the Heart; the , ? 
an not only muft be perſwaded that Chrift is 

ee way, but affectionately perſwaded of it, loy- 

hint W's and liking the Thing, having Complatericy in 


+ ſo that it is all a Man's defire, as David ſpeak- 


a Mich of the Covenant, 2 Jam. 23. 5. If a Man be 
c dordial aud Affectionate, in any Thing, ſurely he 
Fu uſt be fo here, in this one Thing neceſſary: It 
e ſuhuſt not be ſimply a Fancy in the Heart, but it 
nt ug ust be a Heart-buſineſs, a Soul-bufineſs ;. yea, not 


Buſineſs in the outer Court of Affections, but in 
» Flower of Affections, and in the innermoſt Ca- 
on Winet of the Soul, where Chrift is formed. Shall 
Man be Cordial in any Thing. and not in this, 
bich doth comprize all his chief Intereſts, and 
= everlaſting State within it? Shall the Lord be 
d to rejoyce over a Man, as a Bride-groom re- 
ſeth'over his Bride, I. 62. 5. arid to reſt in his 
Pee with Joy, Zepb. 3. 17. and ſhall not the Heart 
Man go out and meet him here? The Heart, 
nothing 3 Love, or nothing; Marriage Love, 
ich goeth from Heart, to Heart; Love of Eſpou- 
„ Or nothing; Prov. 22, 26. 1 Cor, 13-2. I 
I not ſay that there is in all as ſoon as they be- 
e, a prevailing ſenſible Love, which maketh 
Ez but there muſt be in believing a rational 
i kindly Love, ſo well grounded, and deeply en- 
ig, that many AG Hats; wy 
0 2 # 


* 
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ſtrong as Death, and Jealouſie in it, burneth.z 
Fire, Cant. 8. 6, 7. 

The third Property, or Qualification of beliex: 
ing, 2 it goeth out after Chriſt, it muſt be 0 

tional. 
Hereby I mean, chat the Man ſhould move to- 
wards God in Chrift, in Knowledge and Under- 
ſtanding, taking up God's Device of ſaving Sinnen 
by Chrift, as the Scripture doth hold-it out, not 
fancying a Chriſt to himſelf, otherways then the 
Goſpel ſpeaketh of him, nor another way of Reer 
lief by him, than the Word of God holdeth out. 
Therefore we find Knowledge joyned to the CoveWolu 
nant between God and Man, as a requiſite, Fer. 24 
7. and l- 34: I mean here alſo, that a Man be in 
calmneſs of Spirit, and as it were, in his cold 
Bleod in cloſing with Chriſt Jeſus, not in a ſimpe be 
fit of Affection which ſoon vaniſheth : Mar; 13:Woln 
20. nor in a Diſtemper through ſome outward Delf. 
ſtreſs, as the People were, P/al. 78. 34. and pro 
ed not ftedfaft in the Covenant; nor under a Ten 
tation of ſome outward 9 Intereſt, as $i 
mon Magus was, when he believed, AGs 8. 4 
Man muft Act here Rationally, as being Maſter 
of himſelf, in ſome meaſure able to judge of the 
ae of the Thing, as it. ſtands before 
” m. . ; 
Ihe fourth is, Faith, as it goeth out Rational ron 
ſo it goeth out Reſolutely. The poor diſtreſt Peo 
ple in the Goſpel did moſt Reſolutely caſt them 
ſelves upon Chrift. This Reſoluteneſs of Spirit, i 
in order to all Difficulties that lie in the way, Vit 
lence is offered to theſe. ' The Man whoſe Heart 
a ſhaping out for Chrift Jeſus, cannot ſay, There 
a 1 * 1 


* 
* 


* 
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is a Lion in the Street, Pro. 26. 13. If he cannot 
tare acceſs by the Door, he will break through the 
roof of the Houſe, with that Man, Luk 5. 19. He 

Wofter doth not regard that which the World cal- 
» to ieth Diſcretion: or Prudence, like Zacheus climb- 
der-Ming up on a Tree to ſee Chriſt, when Faith was bree- 
mem ing in his Boſeme, Luk. 19, This Reſoluteneſs 
not of Spirit looketh towards what Inconveniences may 
 thefMWollow, and waveth all theſe, at leaſt reſolving o- 
er all theſe, like a wiſe Builder who reckeneth 
he Expence before-hand, Lnk. 14. 28. This Re- 
ovefMoluteneſs is alſo in order to all a Man's Idols, and 
. och Weights as would eaſily beſet him, if he did 
ot bend after Chriſt over them all, like that 
Riad Man who did caſt his Garment from him 
mple heben Chriſt called him, Mark 10. 8 This Re- 
„ 13-Wolnteneſs in the Soul, proceedeth from deſperate 
d D. elf-neceſſity within the Man, 4d. 16. 30. And 
pror-FWrom the Soveraign Command ot God, obliging 
Ter de Mary to move towards Chriſt, 1 John 3. 22. 
as ed from the good Report gone Abroad of Goc, 
hat he putteth none away that come unto him 
hrough Chrift, Foh. 6. 37. but doth commend 
uch as do adventure over the greateſt Difficulties, 
Mt, 15. 28. But above all, this Reſoluteneſs doth 
oceed from the Arm of Febovah, ſecretly and 
trongly drawing the Sinner towards Chriſt, Foh. 6. 
. Iwill not ſay that every one, cloſing with Chrift 
the offers of the Goſpel, hath all the foreſaid 
oughts formally in his Mind ; yet, upon ſearch, 
will be found, if he be put to it, or put in 
ind of theſe Things, they are then aloft in the 
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By what is ſaid, it doth manifeſtly appear, that 
many in the viſible Church had need to do ſome- 
what further for ſecuring of their Souls, when 
they come to Years of Diſcretion, than is found 
to hare been done by them before, in the Cove 
nant between God and the Church, ſealed to them 
in Baptiſm. By what is ſaid alſo, there is a com- 
petent Guard upon the free Grace of God in the 
Goſpel, held out through Chriſt Jeſus ; as ig 
norant, ſenſeleſs, prophane Men, cannot with any 
ſhadow of Reaſon pretend to an Intereſt in it. It 
is true, b*lieving in Chriſt, and cloſing with hin 
as a perfett Saviour, ſeemeth eaſie; and every 
Codleſs Man faith, that he believeth on him: But 
they deceiye themſelves, fince their Soul hath ne- 
ver cordially, vationally, and reſolutely gone out 
after Chrift Jeſus, as we have ſaid. It may be 
ſome wicked Men have been enlightned, Heb. 6. & 
and have found ſome reel in their Fear, As 24 
25, or in their Joy, Mt. 13. 20, Mar, 6. 20 
But not having engaged their Heart in approach: 
ing to God, Jer. 30. 21. have either ſitten down 
in that common Work, as their Sanctuary, until 
the Trial came, Mat. 13. 20, 21. or they return 
back with the Dog to their Vomit, from which 
they had in ſome meaſure eſcaped, by the Know 
ledge of the Lord and Saviour, 2 Pet. 2. 20, 21, 
22. or they utterly fall away to the hatred and 
malicious deſpifirig and perſecuting of Chriſt and 
his Intereſts 3 from whence hardly can they be re 
covered, Heb. 6.4,5, 6. and 10. 26, 29. which 
Thing ſhould provoke Men to be ſerious, in thi 
great Buſineſs, | f 


We 
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char WY we come now to ſpeak to the fifth Thing pro- 
me- Wroſed, and that is, bat be ths native 1222 
hen f true Belizving. I ſhall reduce what I wilt ſpeak 


und If them to theſe two; viz. Union with God, and 
ove Wommunion with him. | 
hem Wl Firſt then, I ſay, when a Sinner cloſeth with 


om- MWChrift Jeſus, as is ſaid, there is preſently an ad- 
the Wnicable Union, a ſtrange Oneneſ; between God and 
s ire Man. As the Husband and Wife, Head and 
any Wody, Root and Branches, are not to be reckoned 


wo, but one; So Chriſt, or God in Chriſt, and: 
he Sinner cloſing with him by Faith, are one, 
ver] zb. 5. 30, 31, 32. He that is ſo joyned unto the 
But Lord is one Spirit, 1 Cor. 6. 17. As the Father is in 
1 ne: e Son, and Chrift in the Father; ſo Believers ar 
» out Wye in the Father and the Son. They are one, as 
y beſWhe Father and the Son are one; the Father in 
6. +Mhrift, and Chriſt in Believers, that they may be. 
s 24 rade perfect in one. O what a ſtrange inter- 
20 Peaving, and indiſſoluble Kft is there! Fob, 17. 
oach-W1, 22, 23, 26. Becauſe of this Union between God 
down Wnd the Believer, 1. They can never hate one an- 
until Wther, henceforth the Lord will never hate the Be-- 
jever : As no Man bateth bis own Fleſh at any. time;, 
ut cheriſheth it and nouriſheth it, ſo doth Chriſt bis: 
People, Eph. 5. 29. He may be angry, ſo as to Cor-- 
ect and Chaſtiſe the Man that is a Believer, but all 
je doth to him, is for his Good and Advantage; al 
e Lord's Paths muſt be Mercy and Truth to bim, Pſ. 
5.10, AU Things muſt work together for Good to 
im, Rom. 8. 28. Oa the other ſide, the Believer”. 
n never hate God maliciouſly ; for, be that is 
orn of God, ſinneth not, 1 Joh. 3. 9. For the Lord 
ath reſolved, and ordained Things ſo, that his 
and ſhall undoubtedly ſo be upon all Believers for- 


F 4 Good, 


184 How to attain unto- a Saving 


Good, that they ſhall never get leave to hate him; 
and be fo pluckt out of his Hands. 2. Becauſe q 
this Union, there is a ſtrange Sympathy and Fel is 
law-feeling between God and the Believer : The Jt 
Lord is afflicted with the Man's Affliction; he doth ill H 
tenderly, carefully, and ſeaſonably reſent it, as it ph 
he were afflicted with it, / 63. 9. He who touch th 
eth the Believer, toucheth the Apple of the Lo 
Eye, Zb. 2 8 He is touched with the feeling de 
their Infirmities, Heb. 4. 15. And precious in bisth 
Sight is their Blood, Pſal. 116. 15. In a word, baten 
is done to them, is done unto him; and whatMnic 
is not done unto them, is not done unto him, Ma 


10. 40. and 25. 40, 45. On the other part, tea 


Zeal of his Houſe ſitteth in the Heart of the e I 
liever, /. 60 9. The Lord's Reproach lightetiÞil 
ca the Believer ; if it go well with his Affairs, that Co 
js the Bufinels of his Feople. So there is a ſtrange n 
Sympathy between God and Believers, all by ver be 
tue of the Union between them; becauſe of which, er 
Men ſhould hate every Thing which would com- r. 
pete with him in their Love, or Affections-; and 
fhould diſdain tobe Slaves to the Creatures, fnce le 
theſe are the Serrants of their Lord and Husband, in 
and their Servants through him. What a hate fu“. 
Thing it is for a Queen to Whore with the Serge 
vants of her Prince and Husband ? It is alſo ee 
ſhame for a Believer to be afraid of evil Tiding e 
fince the Lord, with whom he is one, alone ri 
leth all Things, and doth whatſoever pleaſeth him 
in Heaven and in Earth, 1 Cor. 3. 21, 23. Pſal. 11% 
6, 7. and 115.3. | 
I )ube other great Conſequent of Believing, 8 
an admirable, unparallel'd Communion z by ver 
tue whereof, 1. The Parties themſelves 0. 
d 
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long each to other: The Lord is the God of his 
People, he himſelf, Father, Son, and Holy Gheſt, 
is their God, in all his glorious. Attributes; his | 
Juſtice, as well as his Mercy, his Wiſdom, Power, 
Holineſs, Oc. for, He becometh the God of bis Peo- 
25 il ple, as he often ſpeaketh in the Covenant. On 
the other part, the Believers are his People; in 
their very Perſons they are his, as the Covenant 
doth ſpeak, They ſhall be bis People ; their Head, 
their Heart, their Hand, Cc. whatſoever they 
are, they are his. 2. Ry vertue of this Commu- 
nion, they have a mutual Intereſt in one another's 
Ma Mvhole Goods and Geer, in as far as can be uſeful. 
„ the al the Lord's Word doth belong to the Believer z 


ie Be-MThreatnings as well as Promiſes, for their Good; 
-hteth en his Ways, all his Works of all ſorts, ſpeciat 
; that Communications, Death, Devils, even all Things, 
trange e ſo far as can be uſeful, 1 Cor. 3. 21, 22, 23. On 
y ver de other ſide. all which belongeth to the Belie- 
which, er, is the Lords; Heritage, Children, Life, Wife, 
| com-MCredit, all is at his Diſpoſing; if any of theſe can 


and e uſeful to him, the Believer is to forgo them, 

ſe he falſifieth that Communion, nd bein 
imſelf in ſo far, unworthy of Chrift, Luke 14. 
6. 3. By vertue of this Communion, there 
hould be much Homelineſs and Familiarity be- 


alſo een God and the Believer, The Lord may med- 
1dingyW'e with any Thing which doth belong to the Be- 
ne ru erer, and do to him what ſeemeth good to him, 


nd the Man is not to Miftake, or ſay unto Gad, 
1]. 11 hat doft thou? But in ſo far as concerneth his 

duty) yea, he is ſtill to ſay in every Caſe, Good 
ing, ö the Word and Will of the Lord, J. 39. 8. A 
y ver: Kings 4+ 23, 26. On the other part, the Belie- © 8 
do beer may in an humble 7 be homely and 3 © 
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ar with God in Chrift ; he may come with Bolt 
a uy to the Throne of Grace, and not uſe a number f 

of Complements in his Addreſſes unto God, Heb, Ml 0 

4+ 16. For be i; no more 4 Stranger unto God, Eph. I. 

2. 19. { that he needs not ſpeak unto God, a; il f! 

one that hath Acquaintance to make every Hour, © 

as many Profeſſors do, and it maketh a huge In- b. 

- conſiſtency in their Religion. The Believer al- Wl # 

fo may lay open all his Heart unto God, 1 Sam, 

1. 15. and impart all his Secrets unto him, and © 

all his Tentations, without fear of a Miftake. The 

Reliever alſo may enquire into what God doth, I ba 

in ſo far as may Concern his own Duty, er in ſo WM Pk 

far as may ward off Miftakes of the Lord's way, de 

and reconcile it with his Word, Fob. 13. 25. The C 

Believer is a Friend in this Reſpect, as knowing MW 4A! 

what the Maſter doth, ſee Gen. 18. 23, Oc. fer. n 
12. 1. J. 63. 17. The Believer alſo may be home: by 
ly with God, to go in daily with his Failings, and Me 

. ſeek Repentance, Pardon and Peace through Chriſt's ( 
Advocateſbip, 42s 5. 31. 1 Fab. 2. 1. O how of 'b 
ten in one Day may the Believer plead Pardon, i e. 
he intend not to mock God, or to turn Grace /*4 

into Wantonneſs! The Lord hath commanded i + 

Men to forgive ſeventy times ſeven; in one Day, Wy de 
and hath binted there in a Parable, how much I *s 
more the Maſter will forgive, Mat. 18. 22. 28. less 
The Believer allo may be hamely to entruſt God 17. 

” with, all his outward Cancernments, for he doch I 2nd 

care for theſe Things, Mat. 6. 30, 32. 1 Pet. 5.7 

EF | Yea, the Believer may humbly put God to it, 9 bo te 
make him forth: coming for him, in all Caſes, 0 en 

bcieemeth. and. to help him to ſuitable Fruit i 


every Scaſon, even. Grace in time of need, At — 
þ 


— . 
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4. 16. Yea, bow Things may Beſlovers es 
from him n Chi Jos, ho for —_— _ 2 
others, I 5. 14, 15. 15 13. J½4. . b 
It is the Shame and great Prejudice of his People, 
that they do not improve that Communion with 
God more than they do: Chrift may juſtly up- 
* them, that they ask nothing in his Name, 

16. 24s 

By what is ſaid, it doth appear of how great 
conſequence this Duty of believing is, by which 
a Man cloſeth with Chrift Jeſus, whom the Father” Þ 
hath ſealed, and given for a Covenant to the Peo- 
ple, It is ſo honourable for God, anſwering his 
very Deſign, and ſerving his Intereſt in the whole 
Contrivement and Maniteftation of the Goſpel ©. 
And it is ſo advantagious to Men, that Satan and* 
an evil Heart of Unbelief, do mightily oppoſe it, 
by moving Objections againſt it, I ſhall kint ſome- 
moſt ordinary. | 

Object. / am ſo baſe, worthleſs and of my ſelf ». 
that 1 think it were bigh Pre ion for me 6 
meddle with Chriſt Feſus, or the Salvation purche--- 
ſed at the rate of bis Blood. 

Anſw. It is.true, all the Children of Am 
are baſe and naughty before him, who chargeth 
bis Angels with Folly, Job 4. 18. All Nations are 
leſs than nothing, and Vanity before him, I. 40. 
17. There is ſuck a Diſproportion between God 
and Men, that unleſs he himſelf had deviſed that 
Covenant, and of his own free Will had offered © 
ſo to Tranſat with Men, it had been high Trea»- 
ſon for Men or Angels to have imagined, that Gd 
ſhould have humbled himſelf, and become a Ser- 
vant, and have taken on ous Nature, and have 
uted it by a Perſonal Union to the Blefſed God 


bead: 


108 Hon to attain unto 4 SAVING 
head: And that he ſhould have Subjeted himſelſ 
to the ſhameful Death of the Croſs; and all this, 
that Men, who were Rebels, ſhould be reconciled 
unto God, and be made eternally Happy, by being 
in his Holy Company for ever. But I ſay, all that 
was his own Device and free Choice: Yea, more- 
over, if God had not ſoveraignly commandel 
Men ſo to cloſe with him in and through Chrift, 
Iſa. 55. L, 2, 3. Mat. 11. 28. 1 Job. 3. 23. 2 Cor. 5, 
20. no Man durſt have made uſe of that Device 
of his. So then, although with Abigail, I may 
ſay, Let me be but a Servant to waſh the Feet of 
the Servants of my Lord, 1 Jam. 25. 41. Yet ſince 
he hath in his Holy Wiſdom deviſed that way, and 
knoweth how to be richly glorified in it, Epbeſ. 1, 
18. Fobn 17. 10. and hath commanded me, as1 
ſhall be anſwerable, in that great Day, to Cloſe 
with him in Chrift, as is ſaid 3 I dare not diſobey, 
nor enquire into the Reaſons of his Contrivements 
and Commands, but muſt adventure on the Buſt 
neſs, as J would not be found to fruftrate the 
Grace of God, ind in a manner diſappoint the 
Goſpel, Gal. 2. 21. and falſifie the Record which 
God hath born of his Son, that there is Life enou 
in him tor Men, 1 Job. 5. 10, 11. and ſo make 
God a Liar, and add that Rebellion to all my for- 
mer Tranſgreſſions. a | 
Object. / am 4 Perſon ſingularly ſinful, beyond & 
1% 1 know; Therefore I dare not preſume to go ne! 
unto Chriſt Feſus, or look afier that Salvation which 
is through his Righteonſneſs. . 
Anſw. Is your Sin beyond the Drunkenneſs and 
Inceſt of Lot? Adultery, covered with Murder, in 
David ? Idolatry, god horrid Apoſtacy, in Sole 
man? Idolatry, Murder, and Witchcraft 5 
8 Mana 
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Mmaſſeb ? Anger againſt God, and'bis Way, in 
? Forſwearing of Chrift in Peter, after he 
was forewarned, and had vowed the contrary 3 
ing bloody Perſecution in Paul, making the Saints to 
bat Wl Blaſpheme ?- Oc. (Now wo to him who is imbold- 
re- ¶ ned to Sin by theſe Inſtances recorded in Scripture, 
led! and adduced here to the Commendation of the 
iſt, free and. Rich Grace of God, and to encourage 
. 5. poor Penitent Sinners to fly unto Chriſt) I ſay, are 
ice MW your Sins beyond theſe ? Yet all theſe obtained 
nay MW Pardon through Chriſt, - as the Scripture doth 
t of Whew. Know therefore, that all Sins do lie alike 
ince I Lerel before the Free Grace of God, who loveth 
and WW freely, Hof. 14. 4. And looketh not to leſs or more 
. 1, in: If the Perſon have a Heart to come unto him 
as I MWthrough Chriſt, then he is able to Save to the 
lole Mutmoſt, Heb. 7. 25. Yea, it is more provoking 
bey, before God, not to cloſe with Chrift, when the 
offer cometh fo a Man, then all the reft of his 
Tranſgreſſions are: For, He tba Believethnor, bath 
made God 4 Lyar, in that Record be bath Born of Life 
in the Son: And be who doth not Believe, ſhall be Con- 
demned for not Believing on the' Son of God, that 
ſhall be the main thing in his Ditty, ohm 3. 18. 
do that much Sin cannot excuſe a Man, if he ſcare 
t Chriſt; and ſhift his offer, ſince God hath openly 
leclared, that this is a faithful aying, and worthy 


1d 4 all acceptation, Chriſt came to Save Sinners, 
near Wiereof I am chief; Even he who is chief of Sin- 


ters in his own Apprehenſion, is bound to Believe 
| == this ſaying, 1 Tim. 1, 15. : 
ject. 


sand Object. My Sins bave ſome aggravating Circum- 
r, in {ences beyond the ſame Sins in — Perſons, which 
Soll- Wb much terriſie me. 

ft in | N. Anſw. 
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Aw. What can the A ations of thy Sins 
be, which are not parallel d in the fore; cited Ex 
| amples ? Is thy Sin againſt great Light? So Beloved, Þ l 
were many of theſe we ſpake of before. Was it 

| | ſingular Mercies and Deliverances ? So was th 
that of L and Noah's Drunkenneſs. Was thy WW. 
Sin done with much Deliberation ? So was De 
vids whilſt he wrote the Letter againſt Uriah. Was 
it againft, or after any fingular Manifeſtation of God? 
| $0 was Solomons. Was it by a ſmall and deſpicable 
Temptation ? So was that of Fonab, and of Peter, 
if we conſider the heinouſneſs of their Tranſgreſſon, 
Haſt thou reiterated the Sin, and committed it over Wy, 
in? So did Tor, ſo did Peter, ſo did Feboſs 
a, in joyning with Abab and Feboram, 1 Kings 
22. 2 Kings 3}. Are there many groſs Sins concur- 
— in thee ? So were there in uma 
Haft thou ſtood long out in Rebellion (that, asall 
the former, is thy ſhame; but) ſo did the Thiefon 
the Croſs, he ſtood it out to the laſt gaſp, !uke 23, 
42. If yer thou haſt an Ear to heer, thou art Com 
manded to hear, Mat. 1 2: 9: Although thou daß 
long ſpent thy Money that which is not Eread 
IN. 55.1,%, Thou haft the greater need now tl 
haft, and to flee for Refpge; and if thou do off 
he ſhalt welcome thee, and in no ways caft thee out 
ohn 6. 37. Eſpecially, ſince he hath uſed no p 
iption of _ — Scripture. So = all —— A 
vations of thy Sin, will not excuſe t ifting a 
the Lords offer. 7 — 
Object. In all theſe Inſtances given, you have 
named the particulars whereof 1am Guilty; Nov k 
1 any who ever obtained Mercy before God, 
guilty of ſuch things as are in me. ri 


* * 
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and juſtifie the Charge according to Chriſts Ex. 


Odjections and Excuſes, as they ſhall be anſwerable MW 
{+ . qunto him in the day he ſhall judge the Quick and WI, 
|. the Dead, and ſhall drive away out of his preſence Il | 
all thoſe who would dare to ſay , their Sins and | 
Condition were ſuch, as that they durſt not ad- 
venture upon Chriſts perfect Righteouſneſs for MW; 
their Relief, notwithſtanding of the Lords om WW: 
Command often interpoſed, and in a manner, his W;, 
Credit engaged. | ſu 
Object. 7 ſuſpe# I am Guilty of the Sin againſt th: N 
Holy Ghoſt, and ſo am incapable of Pardon, and 
therefore I need nom think of Belieuing on Chriſt 5e. 
ſus for Saving of my Soul. 
- Anſw. Although none ſhould charge this Sin on 
themſelves, - or on others, unleſs they can prove 


ample, Mat. 12: 25, 26, 32. Yet for ſatisfying of 
the Doubt, T ſhall, 1. Shew what is not the Sin 2 
gainſt the Holy Goft, propcrly ſo called, becauſe 
there be ſome grofs Sins which People do unwar- 
_ rantably judge to be this unpardonable Sin. 2. ] 
ſhall ſhew what is the Sin againft the Holy Ghoſt, 
3. I ſhall draw ſome Conclulſions in Anſwer direct. 
ly to the Objection. N ; 

As for the Firft, there be many groſs Sins, 
which although (as all other Sins) may be Sins 
againſt the Holy Ghoſt, who is Gods equal, and - 
one with the Father and the Son, and are done 
againft ſome of his Operations and Motions, yet 
are they not the Sin agaiaſt ibe Holy Ghoſt, which 
is the unpardonable Sin. As, Firft, Blaſpheming 
of God, under Bodily Tortures, js not that Sin, for Mece; 
ſome Saints fell into this, As 26 11. Much leſs, hr tl 
Blaſpheming of God in a Fit of Diſtraction, or on 
Frenzy, fora Man isnot a free rational 2 
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that time; and he that ſpareth his People as a Fas, 
ther doth the Son that Serveth him, and doth pity, 
Ce i ſo,Mal. 3. 17. Pal. 103. 13. doth he ſpare and 
and Wi pitty in theſe Ravings: For ſo would our Fathers 
according to the Fleſh do, if we Blaſphemed them 
for WM ina Fit of Diſtraction; much leſs are horrid Bla(- 
own Wphemies againſt God, darted in upon the Soul, 
bis ¶ and not allowed there, thigUnpardonable Sin; for ©: 
ſuch things were offered to Chriſt, Mar. 4. and are 
t 1h? ett en caft in upon the Saints. 2. The hating f 
an good in others, whileſt I am not convinced that it is 
Je. WGood, but in my Light do judge it to be Evil ; 
| yea, the Speaking againſt it, yea, the Perſecuting 
in on of it in that Cafe, is not the Sin againſt the Holy * 
rove WChoſt 5 for all theſe will be found in Paul before . 3 
EI. Ie was converted, and be obtained Merey, becauſe » 
ng of We 44 theſe things ignoramly. 3. Heart-xiſing at | 
In & Ie Thriving of others, in the Work and Way of 
caule Wood, whilefſt 1 Love it in my Self z yea, the — 
nwar r Heart againſt Providence, which often expreſſ - 
2.1 ait ſelf againſt the Creatures neareſt our Hand; 
hoſt. Nea, this Riſing of Heart entertained, and main- 
ire Wiined, (although they be horrid things, leading | 
_ Wards that Unpardonable Sin, yet) are not that 
_ S03-WMin; for theſe may be in the Saints, proceedin | 
e Sind om ſelf Love, which cannot endure to be darkn 
1, and y another, and proceeding from ſome croſs in 
done Wheir Idol under a Fit of Temptation; the moſt 
+ ether of all this was in Fonab, Jonah, 4. 4. Not 
which ly are not decays in what was once in the Man, 
eming Wd falling into groſs Sifis againft Light, after the 
in, for Weceiving of the Truth, this Unpardonable Sin, 
h leis, r then many öf all the Saints in Scripture were 
n, of Widone ;) but further, Apoſtacy from much of the 
ent a 8ruth, is not that Sin; for that was in Solomon, 
that Wd in the Church of Corinth and Galatia 3 yea 
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Denying, yea, Forſwearing of the moſt Fundx- 
4 Senat Prot under a * Temptation, is not 
this Sin 3 for then Peter had been undone. 5. As 
Reſiſting, Quenching, Grieving, and Vexing off 
the Spirit of God by many Sinfull wayes; are not 
this Unpardonable Sin, for they are charged withiWea 
» theſe who are called to Repentance in Scripture 
and not ſhut out. as Guilty of this Sin: So nei 
ther reiterating Sins againſt Light, is the Sin againſt 
the Holy Ghoſt, although it leadeth towards it; 
for ſuch was Peters Sin in denying Chriſt; ſow 
Feboſaphats Sin in joyning with Abab and Fe bor 
* 6, Purpoſes and Effays of Self-Murther, and ere 
purpoſes of Murthering Good Men, (the party 
ing under a fad Fit of Temptation) yea, ati 
Self-Murther, although probably it often joynet! 
in the iſſue with this Unpardonable Sin, which 
ought to make every Soul look upon the ver 
Temptation to it, with horrour and abhorreiol 
yet is not the Sin againſt the Holy Ghoſt: Th 
Jaylor ihtended to kill himſelf upon a worſe at 
| count then in any poor People do in the ſight at 
» ſenſe of Gods Wrath, and of their own Sin at 
Corruption; yet that Jaylor obtained Pardon 
Ats 16. 27, 34. And Paul before his effettul# 
calling, was acceſſary unto. the Murther of man 
Saints, and intended to kill more, as himſelf gra 
eth, As 26. g., to 13. Although all theſe 2 
dreadful Sins, each of them deſerving Wrath | 
verlaſting, and not being Repented of, bringe 
endleſs Vengeance, eſpecially the laſt, cuts off hoy 
of Relief, for ought can be expefed in an orc 
nary way, yet none of theſe is the Unpardonat 
Sin againft the Holy Ghoſt ; and ſo under an 
theſe, There is Hope to bim that bath an Ear iu 
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-e Joyſul ſound of the Covenant. All manner of 
ſuch Sin and Blafphemy may be forgiven , as is 
1 Scripture , where theſe things are 
ment1 . ” 

As for the Second thing, Let us ſee what the Sin 
zainſt the Holy Ghoſt is. It is not a ſimple act of 
ranſgreſhon, but a complex, of many miſchie- 

ous things, involving Soul and Body ordinarily in 
vilt, We thus deſcribe it; I is a rejocting and 
wing of the Chief Goſpel Truth, and way of Fal- 
nion, made out ſingularly to 4 Man by the Spirit of 
od in ibe Truth and Good thereof, and that Avowedly, 
zely, Wilfully, Maliciouſly, and Defpightfully, breed- 
g bopeleſs Fear. There be three places of Scrip- 
ure, which do ſpeak moſt of this Sin, and thence 
will prove every part of this Deſcription, in ſo 
as may be uſeful to our preſent purpoſe, by 
dich it will appear that none who have a mind 
r Chriſt, need ſtumble at what is ſpoken of this 
in Scripture, See Mat. 12. 24-32. Heb. 6. 
6, 6. and 10. 25,--29. Firſt then, let us confi- 
the Object about which this Sin, or Sinful 

ting of the Man Guilty thereof, is - converſant, 
A that is the chief Goſpel-Truth, and Way of Sal- 
oa: Both which run to one thing. It is the 
ay which God hath contrived for Saving of Sin- 
by Jeſus Chriſt the Promifed Meſſsab and Sa- 
ur; by whoſe Death and Righteouſneſs Mea are 
be Saved, as he is held forth in the Ordi- 

ces; confirming the ſame by many mighty Works 
ripture tending there-to, is Way of Sal- 
on is the Object. The Phariſees oppoſe this, 
it Chriſt was the Meſſiah, Mar. 12. 23, 24. The 


a z is done againſt the Son of God, Heb. 6. 6. 
r 10 e the Blood of the Covenant, and the 2 
— 4 
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true of the Phariſees. 2. That they do repet, | 
yen with contempt, what they had of it, or in 


10, 


theſWheic offer. TheſPhariſeesdeny it, and ſpeak di- 
arly{Wainfully of Chriſt, Mat. 12. 24. They fall 


tray, intending to ſhame Chrift, Heb. 6. 5, 6. 
1, 14. The Men ſet themſelves againft it by the Spirit 
and Perſecution, as the Phariſees did fill. They 
hrigMail againft it: Therefore it is called Blaſphemy 4- 
hathunſt the Holy Ghoſt, Mat. 12. 24, 31. They would 

re ofO@cucifie Chriſt again, if they could, Heb. 6. 6. 

, buihey are Adverſaries, Heb. 10. 27. Fourthly, 
of inder the Properties of this Acting. 1. It is 
judge ewe d, that is, not ſeeking to ſhelter, or hide it 
ry 08. The Phariſees ſpake againſt Chriſt publickly, 
eaten. 12. 24. They would have Chrift brought 
cyon an oper Sbame, Hebe 6. 6. They forſake the 
erwaWrdinances which ſavour that way, Erb. 10. 26. 
twardid deſpiſe the danger: For, looking for Indigna- 
wall, they trample that Bloed ſtill, Heb. 10. 27, 
„ bull. 2. The Party acteth freely; it is not from 

+ £00@adviſedneſs, nor from Force or Conftraint, but 
rng acting of free Choice; nothing doth force the 

t 1120Wriſees to ſpeak againſt, and Perſecute Chrift. 
bey Crucifie to themſelves, they re- act the Mur- 
on tier of their own free Accord, and in their own 
efore me, none conftraining them, Heb. 6. 6. They 
„ Mae free Choice, as the Word is Spontaneouſly, 
eceweßß 10. 27. 3. It is ated wilfully. They are ſo 


(eſpig\ lute, they will not be diſſwaded by any offer, 
near" the moſt precious means, as is clear in the fore- 
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| Scriptures, 4. It is done maliciouſly, ſo as it 
xceeds not ſo much, if at all, from a Tempta- 
| to pleaſure, Profit, or Honour: It pro- 
neth not from Fear, or Force, or from any good 
[propoſed ; but out of Heart-malice, W 


God and Chrift, and the Advancement of hisGh 
ry and Kingdom. So that it is the very nat: 
of Satans Sin, who hath an irreconcileable Hatre 
againſt God, and the Remedy of Sin, becauſe hi 
Glory is thereby advanced. This is a ſpecial 
_ gredient in this Sin. The Phariſees are four 
Guilty of Heart-malice againſt Chriſt, fince th 
ſpake ſo againſt him, not againſt their « 
Children caſting out Devils; and this is the for 
of Chrifts Argument, Mat. 12. 27. They do 
utmoſt to Crucifie Chriſt again, and to bring hi 
to an open ſhame, Hb. 6. 6. They are Adverſati ri 
like the Devil, eb. 10:27. 5. It is done Def oh 
fuly. The Malice muſt bewray it ſelf. The f 
riſees muſt proclaim that Chrift hath Correſpd 
dence with Devils, Mat. 12. He muſt be put to 
open ſhame, and Crucified again, Heb. 6, their 
muſt tread under foot that Blood, and do Deſpig ali 
to the Spirit, Heb. 10. 29. So that the Party hall 
rather periſh a Thouſand times, Then be in Chrif 
Debt for Salvation. The laſt things in the Deſcrigh 
tion, is, the ordinary Attendant or Conſequen ga. 
of this Sin, it breedeth Deſperate and Hepeleſs Frei 
They Fear him, whom they Hate, with a ſlavilkh 
hopeleſs Fear, ſuch as Devils have, Frl. 10. 
They know that God will put out his Power agail 
them; they tremble in the Remembrance of ier 
and if they could be above him, and Deftroy Bi ef 
covet it; and fince they cannot reach thaWith | 
Hate with the utmoſt of Heart-malice, Mu 
do Perſecute him, and all that is his with, Qs u 
ſpight. 2 . 
As for the Third thing propoſed, ( viz. ) He to 
_ Concluſions to be drawn trom what is ſaid, ube ore 
by we will ſpeak direttiy to the Objettion ; 1. Nr ey, 


— 
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. hinted before, ſince the Sin againſt the Holy 
Ghoſt is ſo remarkable, and may be well known 
Mvyhere it is, none ſhould charge themſelves with it, 
ales they can prove and juſtifie the Charge ; 
bor it is a great rr to Labour 
2 perſwade my Soul that he will never Pardon 
ne; it is the very way to make me deſperate, 
ound to lead me unto the Unpardonable Sin; there- 
ee unleſs thou can'ft, and dareſt ſay, that thou 
loeft hate the Way which God hath deviſed for 
ring of Sinners, and doeft reſolve to oppoſe the 
riving of his Kingdom, both with thy ſelf and 
bers, out of Malice and Deſpite againſt God, 
hou ought not to ſuſpect thy ſelt Guilty of this 
in, 2. Whatſoever thou haſt done againſt God, 
thou doſt rue it, and wiſh it were undone, thou 
MWanſt not be Guilty of this Sin; for in it, Heart- 
pig ralice and Deſpite againſt God, do ſtill prevail. 
. If thou art content to be his Debtor for pardon, 
a would be infinitely obliged unto him for it, 
en thou canſt not in that Caſe be Guilty of the Sin 
Wzainſt the Holy Ghoſt 3 for, as we ſhewed before, 
hey who are Guilty of it, do fo deſpite God, that 
bey would not his Debtors Salvation. - 
Whatſoever thou haſt done, if thou haſt a defire 
Ni Jeſus Chriſt, and doſt look with a ſore Heart 
ier him, and canſt not think of parting with his 
leſſed Company for ever; or if thou muſt ſhed 
th him, yet doft wiſh well to him, and all his, 
Won necdeft nat ſuſpect thy ſelf to be Guilty of 
ith, iis Unpardonable Sin; for there can be no ſuch ha» 
red of him in thy Boſome, as is neceſſarily requi- 
.) Td to make up that Sin. 5. If thou. woulift be 
| whenWove the reach of that Sin, and ſecure againſt it 
1. ever, then go work upon mn - 
| va- 
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Salvation by Chrift Jeſus, and to cloſe with God 
him, acquieſcing in him as the ſufficient Ran 
and Reſt, as we have been preſſing before, a 

yeild to him to be Saved in his Way: Do this in ge 
earneſt, and thou ſhalt be for ever put out of | 
reach of that ugly thing wherewith Satan doth 
fright ſo many poor ſeekers of God. 

Object. Although I be not excluded from the be 
fit of the New Covenant, yet it is not in mypot 
to Believe on Chrift z for Faith is the git fl 
and above the ſtrength of Fleſh and Blood, 

Anſw. It is true, that ſaving Faith, by whic 
lone, a Man can heartily cloſe with God in Chr 
is above our power, and is the Gift of God, as 
ſaid before in the Premiſes ; Yet remember, 
The Lord hath left it as a Duty upon all who h 
this Goſpel, cordially by Faith to cloſe with 
offer of Salvation through Chrift, as is clear 
the Scripture 3 and you muſt know, that altho 
it be not in our power to perform that Duty of 
ſelves, yet the Lord may juſtly Condemn for 
1 of it, and we are Inexcuſable, 
cauſe at firſt he made Men pet fectly able to 
whatſoever he ſhould command. 2. The I 
commanding this thing, which is above dur po 
willeth us to be ſenſible of our Inability to do 
thing, and would have us putting it on hi 
work it in us: He hath promiſed to give the 
Heart, and he hath not excluded any from the 
nefit of that Promiſe. 3. The Lord uſeth by tl 
Commands and Invitations, and Mens Medita 
on the ſame, and their ſupplication about the th 
to convey power unto the Soul to' perform the 
4 Therefore, for Anſwer to the Objection. 
obteſt thee in the Lords Name, to lay to 


l 
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fe his Commandments and Promiſes, and Medi- 
e on them, and upon ths t Bleſſed Bufineſs of the 
Covenant, and pray unto God as you can, 
er them, (for he will be required to do theſe 
tings, Ezek. 36. 37.) and lay thy cold Heart to 
t Device of God expreft in the Scriptures, and 
o Chrift Jeſus, who is given for a Covenant to 
People, and look to him for Life and Quicken» 
go and eſſay to plead that Salvation in the 
God doth offer it, and to cloſe with, and reſt 
hrift for it, as if all were in thy Power, yet 
king to him for tiſe Thing, as knowing that it 
ſt come from him; and if thou do ſo, he who 
ts theſe who remember him in his ways, Iſat 
5. Will not be wanting on his part, and thou 
t not have Ground to ſay, that thou moved to- 
ds the Thing until thou could do no more for 
It of Strength, and ſo left it at God's Door: It 
not fail on his part, if thou have a mind for 
Buſineſs : Yea, I may ſay, if by all thou haſt 
heard of that Matter, thy Heart loveth it, 
defireth to be in his Hands with it, thou haft 
Iready performed within thee, ſo that Difficul- 
| paſt, before thou was aware of it. 
object. Many who have cloſed with Chriſt Feſus, 
ſaid, are ſtill complaining of their Leanneſs and 
teſsneſs, which maketh my Heart lay the leſs 
bt on that Duty of Believing. 
nſw. If you be convinced that it is a Duty to 
ve on Chriſt, as is ſaid, you may not ſhift it 
r any Pretence, As for the Complaints of 
who have looked after him, not admitting 
one to be judge of his own Fruit. I ſay, 
lany by their Jealouſies of God's Lore, and by 
G their 


kd 


Spirit ſwaying them towards God in theſe tuo 


teir Miſ-belief 8 they have ſo cloſed with 
God) do obftrutt many precious Communications, 
which otherwiſe would let out to them, Ma. 
13. 58. 2. It cannot be, that any whoſe Heart is 
gone out after Chriſt, have found him a Wilder 
neſs, Fer. 2. 31. ſurely they find ſomewhat in their 


great Things, (viz.) how to be found in him in that 
Day, Phil. 3. 8, 9. and how to be forth-coming to 
his Praiſe in the Land of the Living, 7/al. 119. 
27. and 56. 13. they find theſe two Things alot 
in the Soul, and that is much; moreover, they 
ſhall, after ſearch, if they judge aright, find ever 
ſince an emptineſs in the Creatures, which abut 
dance of the Creature cannot fill up, all is Vanity; 
only God can fill the empty room in their Heart 
and when” he but breatheth a little, there is 1 
room for additional Comfort from Creatures; thi 
faith, that God hath captivated the Man, anc 
hath fixed that ſaving Principle in the Underſtand 
ing and Heart, who is God but the Lord; Wow 
ſhip bim, al ye Gods, Dal. 97. 7. Yea, further 
theſe whoſe Heart hath cloſed with God in Chrift 
as is faid, will not deny that there have been ſeayifme 
ſonable Preventings and Quicknings now and then 
when the Soul was like to fail, Pſal. 21. 3. a 
94. 18, 19. Therefore, let none ſay, that there 
no Fruit following, and let nene ſhift their Dut 
upon the unjuſt and groundleſs Complaints « 
deck. Atbough 7 judg 10 
ject. At e it my Duty to cloſe wi 
God's Device in the Covenant, I am * dark Md 


10 0 that Duty, for ſometimes God doth offer t anc 
&e our 


of without any mention of Chris, and ſon 1 
tine 


„ere, in WF. 
times ſaith, that be will berroth us uno him 3 an 
in otber places of Scripture, we are called to come 10 
(viſt, and be is the Bridegroom. Again, God ſome- 
times ſpeakerh of bimſelf as a Father io Men, ſome- 
eres as 4 Husbandz Chriſt is ſometimes called the 
Hus band, and ſometimes 4 Brother, which Relations 
em inconſiſtent, and do much put me in the dark how 
i apprebend God when my Hears would agree with 
tim, and cloſe with bim. 
Anſw. Tt may be very well ſaid, that Men do 
pme to God, or cloſe with him, and yet they 
ome to Chrift and cloſe with him. They may be 
hid to come under a Marriage-Relation unto God, 
xd unto Chriſt alſo, who is Husband, Father, 
ity;Wrother, Oc. to them, and there is ho ſuch Myſte- 
y here as ſome do conceive. For the better un- 
tanding of it, confider theſe few Things 
1. Although God made Man Perfect at the e- 
Winning, and put him in ſome Capacity of trans- 
ding with him immediately, Eecleſ. 7. 29. Gen. 
2.16, 17. yet Man, dy his Fall, did put himſelf 
at 2 diftance from God, and in an utter In- 
apacity to Bargain or Deal any more with him im- 
nediately. 2. The Lord did, after Adam's Fall, 
make manifef®the New Covenant, in which be 
lid ſignifie that he was content to tranſact with 
Wan again, in and through a Mediator; and fo 
id appoint Men to come to him through Chri 
eb. 7. 26. and to look for Acceptation only in 
him, Epbeſ. 1. 6. ordaining Men to hear Chrift, 
fe being the only Party, in whom God was well 
onipleaſed, Mat. 17. 5. 3. This Matter is ſo dear 
ſo notorious in Scripture, and 


ind ſuppoſed to 


ry © 


d maniteft to all who are under the Ordinances, - 
G 2 that 
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chat the Lord doth often ſpeak of TranſaQing 
with himſelf, not making mention of the Me 
diator, becauſe it is ſuppoſed, that every one 
nn the Church knoweth that now there is no deal 
ing with God, except by and through Chriſt e- 
fus the Mediator. 4. Conſider that Chrift je. 
ſus, God-man, is not only a fit tryſting place for 
God and Men to meet in, and a fit Spokeſman 
to Treat between the Parties now at Variance, 
2 Cor. 5. 19. Butwe may ſay alſo, he is the imme 
diate Bridegroom, and fo our cloſing or tranſaQ- 
ing with God, may be juftly called the Marrihy, 
age of the King's Son; and the Elect may be cu 
led the Zamb's Life, Chriſt Jeſus being, as it were} 
the Hand whith God holdeth out unto Men, ande 
on whick they lay hold when they deal with God he 
And fo through and by Chriſt, we doſe with. 
God, as our God, on whom our Soul doth ter: 
minate laſtly and ultimately through Chriſt, 1 Pet, 
1. 21. 5. Conſider that the diverſe Relations 
mentioned in Scripture, are ſet down, to ſignihe 
the ſure and indiſſoluble Union and Communion 
between God and his People: Whatſoever neat 
© neſs is between Head and Membexs, Root and 
Branches, King and Subjects, Shepherd and 
EF Flock, Father and Children, Brother and Sifteryh, 
Husband and Wife, Oc. all is here, Fob. 17. 21. 0 

6 7. So that whatſoever be ſpoken in Scripture 
4 -Propie may be clear, that God calleth them to be 
reconciled unto him through Chriſt, and doth 
offer himſelf to be their God and Husband in hin 
alone; and Men are to accept God to be thei 
God in Chriſt, pleaſing that way of Relief fc 
poor Man, and to give up ves unto God 


„ 


Intereſt in Chriſt: 

in Chriſt, in whom alone they can be acce 
and they who cloſe with Chrift, they do cloſe 
with God in him, who is in Chrift reconciling 
oe World to himſelf, 2 Cor. 5. 19. Fob. 14. 9. to 
12. And we are not to dip further into the diverſe 
elations mentioned in Scripture, between God or 
Chrift, and Men, then as they may point out 
Union and Communion, or nearneſs with God 
— through Chriſt Jeſus, and our Ad vantage there- 
ac Theſe Things being clear, we will not multiply 
arr Words. But ſince to — on Chriſt is the great 
* caWuty, required of all that hear this Goſpel, we 
were dteſt every one, in the Lord's Name, to whom 
ande Report of this ſhall come, that without delay 
hey take to Heart their loſt Condition. in theme» 
elves, and that they lay to Heart the Relief which 
od hath provided by Jeſus Chriſt, whereef he 
th made a free Offer unto all who will be con- 
at100W-t of the ſame, and to be ſaved that way. And 
hat they lay to Heart, that there is no other way 
pf . from the Wrath that is to come (be- 
neaWuſe of which Men would be glad at the laſt Day, 
t abo run into a Lake of melted Lead to be hid from 
1 ande Face of the Lamb, whom they do here de- 
Sifter piſe) We ſay, we obteſt all in the Conſideration 
21. w theſe Things, to work up their Hearts to this Bu- 
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pturenneßs, and to lay themſelves open for God, ant 
to de receive him through Chriſt in the offers of the 
*. "Folpel, acquieſcing in him, as the only deſirea- 
in hin 


"Wc and ſatisfying Good, that ſo they may ſecure 
: thelſemſclyes, go ſpeedily and ſearch for his offers 
ief foe Peace and Salvation in the Scripture, and work 
o O'S your Heart and Soul to cloſe with them, and 
| G 3 with 
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with Chrift in them, and with God in Chrift : Au 
do it ſo, as yon may have this te ſay, that youll 4 
were ſerious, and in earneſt, and cordial here, al 
ever you were in any Thing to your Apprebenſiiſ v 
and for ought you know; Chrift is the choice ofWG 
your Heart, at leaft you neither know nor alla n 
any Thing to the contrary : Whereupon your Heart 1. 
doth appeal unto God to ſearch and try if there be 

ought amiſs, to r-Qine it, and lead unto the right n 


way. Now this cleaving of the Heart unto hit 
and caſting it ſelf upon him, to be ſaved in his way cf 
is believing, which doth indeed ſecure a M 
from the Wrath that is to come, hecauſe now bY it 
hath received Chriſt, and believed on him, and a a 
Mall not enter into Condemnation, as faith th at 
Scripture. ſ 

Object. Ven I hear what it is to believe on Chriſ 
Feſus, I think ſometi mes I have Faith: For I dare ſi 
to my Apprebenſion, I am pleaſed with the Invention 0j 
ſeving Sinners by Chriſt ꝓeſus, my Heart goeth out aft 
bim, and doth determinate upon him as 4 ſarisfyily 
Treaſure, and I am glad to accept God to be my God! 
bim. But I often do queſtion if ever I bave done ſo 
and ſo am for moſt part kept befitating and doubrin 
if I do believe, or be ſavingly in Covenant wi 
God. : a 


Anſw. It is ordinary for man 
Expreſs - whoſe Hearts are gone out after Chrit 
Franjalling in the Goſpel, and have receivec 


with God. him, to bring the ſame in queſtion ye 

again: Therefore I ſhall adviſe on we 
Thing as a notable help to fix the Soul, in th c. 
waintaining Faith and an Intereſt in God; and tha bu 
is, that Men not only cloſe heartily with on ng 


 * Tatereft ii Chriſte 1, 
Chrift, as is ſaid, But alſo, „ explicize- © 2 
ly, by word of Mouth and Lee Tory nd Frmaly 
doſe wir Cbriſt Feſus, and accept God's offer of Sa 
vation through bim, and ſo make a Covenant with 
God, And this, by God's Bleſſing may contribute 
not a little for Eſtabliſhing them about their ſa- 
ving Intereſt in God. | 
a Before I ſpeak directly to this expreſs Cove- 
oh nanting with God, I premiſe theſe few Things«- 
1. I do not here intend a Covenanting with God, 
s way efſentially differing from the Covenant between 
God and the viſible Church, as the Lord doth hold 
it out in his revealed Will. Neither do I intend 
a Covenant, differing effentially from that Trani 
adding of the Heart with God in Chrift, formally 


ſpoken unto ; It is that ſame Covenant, only it 
differeth by a ſingular Circumſtance, viz. the for- 
mal Expreſſion of the Thing which the Heart did“ 
before Practiſe. 2. I grant this expreſs Covenanting, 
and Tranſacting with God; is not abſolutely ne- 
my for a Man's Salvation: For, if any Perſon 
cloſe heartily and fincerely with God, offering him-- 
ſelf in Chriſt in the Goſpel, his Soul and State 
is thereby ſecured, . according to the Scripture, i 
although he utter not Words with his Mouth 5 
But this'expreſs verbal Covenanting with God, > 
maß very expedient, for the better being of a Man's: 
* Chrif State, and his more comfortable maintaining of 

an Intereſt in Chrift Jeſus. 3. This expreſs Co- 
ueſtio venanting with God by word of Mouth, is of no 
worth, without fincere Heart cloſing with God in 
in ta Chriſt joyned with it: For, without that, it is 

but a rophaning of the Lord's Name, and a mock-- 
God i ing of him to his Face, ſo to draw near unto him 
G 4. with 
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with the Lips, whilft the Heart is far away from 
him. 4. IT grant, both cordial and verbal Tran 8 #7 
acting with God will not make out a Man's graci /, 
ous Eftate unto him, ſo as to put and keep it * 
above Controverſie, without joynt Witneſs of the 60 
Spirit, by which we know what is freely given un- of 
to us of God; yet this explicite way of Tranſac- I Pra 
ing with God, joyned with that Heart-clofing wich Pe 
him in Chrift, contributes much for clearing up 7 
unto a Man, that there is a fixed Bargain between I in 
God and him, and will do much to ward off him and 
many groundleſs Jealoufies and Objections of an tte 
unftable Mind and Heart, which uſeth affrontedlyl 0c 
to deny this Hour, what it did really Act and bim 
Perform the former Hour. This explicite Cove reft 
nanting, is an Inſtrument taken of what paſt be A, 
tween God and the Soul, and ſo hath its own vat ef! 
tage for ſtrengthning of Faith. 

As for this expreſs Covenant, we ſhall, 1. Shen 400 
that it is a very warrgrable Practice. 2. We ſhall He. 
ſhew ſhortly what is preparatorily required of thoſe i Muc 
who do ſo Tranſa& with God. 3. ow Men ſhall#"4 
£0 about that Duty. - 4. What ſhould follow there 
upon. 

As to the Firſt, I ſay, it is a warrantable Pr 
'Qice and an incumbent Duty, exprefly and by: 
al to Covenant with God, which appeareth 
thus: 

1. In many places of Scripture (if we look to 
* what they may bear according to their Scope and 
the Analogy of Faith) God hath commanded it, 
and left in on People as a Duty, . 44+ 5. On 
ſhall ſay, I am the Lords, Iſa. 45. 24. Surely ſnd 
one ſay, In the Lord bave 1 Righteouſneſs and 9 


el. 


in Hin, 
Jer. 3. 4. Wilt thou not cry unto ma, My Father, mon 
inf. MW tbe Guide 'of my Youth,” Zech. 13 9. They ſhall 
ſay, The Lord is ny God, Hoſ. 2. 16. Thou ſhalt call 
me 1ſþi, and in many places elſewhere. Now ſmce 
the God hath fo clearly left it on Men in the matter 
un. of the Word, they may be perſwaded, that it is a 
ac Praftice warranted and allowed by bim, and well- 
ich Ml pleaſing unto him. | 
2. Arg. It is the approved PraQtiſe of the Saints 
cen if Scripture, thus expreſſy to Covenant with God, 
him and they have found much Quiet in that Duty, 
zn | afterwards. David did often 'exprefly ſay unto 
diy Cod, that he was his God, his Portion and that 
and himſelf was his Servant. Thomas will put his Inte- 
oye-reſt out of Queſtion with it, 50h. 20. 28. Yea, I 
be av, the Saints are much quieted in remembrance 
van-M of what hath paſt that way between God and them, 

Pſal. 73. 25. Pſale 142. 5. we find it often in the 
new Look of the Canticles.” Now ſhall the chief Wor- 
ſhal ties of God ſo much in a Duty, breeding ſo 
hole much Quiet and Satisfaction to them in many Caſes, 
ſhal ad ſhall we be under the New Teſtament, unte 
ere: hom Acceſs is miniſtred abundantly, and who 

partake of the Sap of the Olive; ſhall we (I ſay) 
pra- Nie behind in this approved piece of Homelineſs with 
God ? Since we ftudy to imitate that cloud of Wits 
nefſes in other Things (as Faith, Zeal, Patience, G. 
et us alſo imitate them in this. N. 1 

2. Arg. The Thing about which we move here 
a matter of the greateſt Concernment in all the 
MVorld; Ic is the Life of our Soul, Deut. 32. 47:1 
h chall Men ſtudy to be expreſs, explicite, plain 
ad peremptory in all their other great Buſineſſes © 3 
ecauſe they are ſuch, and ſhall they not much 
G 5 more 
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more be Peremptory and Expreſs in this, which 
doth moſt Concern them ? 2 that many N 
not only do not ſpeak it with their Mouth, but © 
fant they do not Swear, and Subſcribe it with their ** 
Hand, and do not every Thing for ſecuring of Gol # 
to themſelves in Chriſt, and themſelves unto 5 
God, which the Scripture doth Warrant, . 44. *: 


5. Ec 
This alſo may have its own Weight, as an 
Argument to preſs this way of Covenanting with 
God. The Buſineſs of an Intereſt in Chrift, and 0 
real and honeſt Tranſacting with him, is a Thing, 
which in Experience of Saints, is moſt frequent- 
ly brought upon Debate and in Queſtion. There- 
fore Men had need, all the ways they can, even n 
» Thought, Word, and Deed, to put it to a Fa 
ont. | 
This alſo may have Place here for preſſing this - 
as a Duty, that God is ſo Formal, Expreſs, Diſtint U. 
and Legal, (to ſay ſo) in all the Buſineſs, of Man's M 
Salvation, viz. Chriſt muſt be a near Kinſman, I t. 


fo = right of Redemption doth belong; A 


be muſt be choſen, called, authorized and ſent, iſ <4 
Covenant; formally drawn between the Father * 
and hum; the Father, accepting Payment and $a-}ſl ©? 
tisfact ion, giving formal Diſcharges, all done clear- do 
ly and expreſly. Shall the Lord be ſo Expreſ,}iſ Pe 
Plein and Peremptory in every part of the Buſi-f| © 
nels, and ſhall our part of it reſt in a confuſed Ef 
F'onght, and we be as dumb Beaſts before him? N 
If it were a Marriage between Man and Wife, it © 
would not be judged enough, although there were © 
Conſent in Heart given by the Woman, and knoun I Fr 
to the Man, if ſhe did never expreſs ſo 9 


> 


Meeres in i., 13 
word, being in a Capacity to do ſo. Now this 
Covenant between God and Man, is held out in 
Scripture as a Marriage between Man and Wife, 
Hoſe 19. 20. 2 Cor. 11. 2. The whole Song of Solo- 
non ſpeaketh it. The Lord uſeth Similitudes, to 
Sgnific unto us what he intends ; and ſurely this 
is a ſpecial Requiſite in Marriage, that the Wife 3 
giye an expreſs and explicite Conſent unto We” 
Buſineſs The Man ſaith ſo, 1 take thee to be m 
lawful Wife, and do oblige mz (elf to be a duti- 
ful Husband ; The Woman is obliged on the 
ther part, to expreſs her Conſent, and to ſay». 3 
Even ſo I take thee to be my lawful tiusband. 
and do promiſe Duty and Subjettion: It is ſo heres: 
The Lord ſaith, I betroth thee unto me in Faith- 


Hoſea 2. J will be for thee as a Head and 


fulneſs, and thou ſhalt call me Jþi, my Husband, 
if thou wilt not be for another, Hoſea 3. the 
Man ought to Anſwer, and ſay, Amen, So be 
it, Thou ſhalt be my God, my Head, and Lord, 
and I ſhall and will be thine, and not for another, 
Cant, 6. 3. And ſo this making of this Cov e- 
nant with God, is called, a giving of the Hand 
to him, as the Word is, = 30. 8. which 
doth hint a very expreſs, formal, axplicite and 
politive bargaining with God. So then, we con- 
clude it to be an mcumbent Duty, and a very ap*- 3 
proved Prattice, neceſſary for the quieting of a 
Man's Mind, and his more comfortable being in 
Covenant -with God, and more fully — 
God's Condeſcendency and Offer in that great an 
primary Promiſe, I wil! be your God, aud ye ba 
be my People. : * 


New 
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Not only may, and ſhould People thus ex- C 
prelly Cloſe with God in Chrift for fixing their 8 
Jeart 3 but they may, upon ſome occaſions, re-M t 
new this verbal Tranſaction with God; eſpecial- to 
ly, when through-Tentations they are made to of 
queſtion if ever they have really and ſincerely hi 
cloſed Covenant with God, as they are to put th 
out new Acts of Faith, embracing Chrift as the co 
deſireable Portion and Treaſure, and alſo upon Be 
other Occaſions; ſo were it expedient eſpecially, MW Li 
if there remain any Doubt about the Thing, that MW wi 
by Viva Voce and expreſs Word, they determine m 
that Controverſie, and ſay of the Lord and to th 
Him, that he is their Refuge and Portion, Pſalm fir 
91. 2. Pſalm 142. We find the Saints doing ſo; an 
and we may imitate them, eſpecially, 1. In the WW ſec 
time of great Backſliding, People were wont to an 
renew the Covenant with God, and we ſhould I ap 
do ſo alſo; our Heart ſhould go out after Chrift, I oy 
in the Promiſes of Reconciliation with God, for I ſh; 
he is our Peace upon all Occaſions, and our Ad -· N Se: 
vocate, and we are bound to apprehend him io ¶ che 
when we Tranſgreſs, 1 Job. 2. 1. and to exprels by 
fo much by Word as Saints did in their formal re- ¶ Me 
newing of the Covenant. 2. When People are Whit 
in hazzard, then it were good that they ſhould res 
ſend out their Heart after him, and expreſs their Nat. 
adhering unto him, for ſecuring their own Heart; unt 
we find Foſhuz doing ſo, when he was to ſettle 
in the Land of Canaan, in the midft of Snares, 

Foſb. 24. ſo David doth in his Straits, Pſal. 37. U. 

3. When Men apprehend God to be at a diſtance W 
strom them, and their Soul to he under withering 

and decay, then it is ſafeſt heartily to = * 10 

I 
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Chrift, and Embrace bim by Faith for ſecuring of the 
Soul, and it were good to put it out of Queſtion, by 


re-M the Expreſſion of the thing; this is the ready Way 
aal: to draw Sap, from Chriſt the Root, for recovering 
to of the Soul, and for Eſtabliſhing the Heart before 
rely Ml him. The Spouſe in the Song of Solomon doth ſo, 
put thus aſſerting Her intereſt in Him, when in ſuch a 


the Wl condition; Profeſſing, and avowing him to be her 
pon Wl Beloved, Can. 5. 4. At the Celebration of the 
ally, Lords Supper, Men ſhould thus Cordially cloſe 
that W with God in Chrift-, and ſpeak and expreſs. fo 

nine much; for, that is a Feaſt of Loye, and then, and 


d toll there we come under a ſolemn Profefhon of Clo- 


ſaln Wl fing with God in Chrift, perſonally, and openly, 


ſo z and do receive the Seal of it: It is therefore be- 


the ſeeming, at that time, to bring up both Heart 
it to and Tongue to Second and Anſwer our Profeſſion, 
apprehending, God to be our God, and reſigning 
hrift, N over our ſelves to bechis, and at his diſpaſing z we 
for ſhall not confine the Lords People, to Times and 
Seaſons of this Duty; the Lord may bind it upon 
m ſo chem at his Pleaſure; only there is hazard, that 
prels by too frequent expreſs Covenanting with God, . 
re- Men tygn too formal in it; therefore, it is not ſo 
e are Whit that People ſhould cordially, at full length re- 
new that explicite Tranſaction with God, but 
ather to declare unto God, that they adhere 
unto the Covenant made with him, and that they 
do maintain, and will never revoke, nor recal the 
ame; and withal, they may hint the ſum of it, 


7. 1. In laying cla im unto God in Chrift, as their own 
france Gd; and this they may do often, even in all 
— their Add reſſes to God; and probably this is the 
» wit 


ing deſigned by the Saints, in their ſo ordinary 
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Practice in the Scripture, whilft they affert their 
intereſt in God, as their God and Portion; and 


it is fit that Men in alt their Walk, hold their 
Heart at the Buſineſs, by Heart-cleaving to Godin 0 
Chriſt, The Life we Live in the Fleſh, ſhould be , © 
Faith in the Son of God, Gal. 2. 20. F 

As to the ſecond thing, viz. What is Preparz- * 


yr required of him who is expreſly to Tranſat c 
with God. Here beſides what we ſpake before al * 
previous to a Mans cloſing with Chrift Jeſus, we Bu 
only add, 1. That he that would OY br 
gain with God, muſt know, that to do ſo, is wat f 
ranted and allowed by God, as we ſhewed before It. 
if this be wanting, a Man cannot do it in Faith *" 
and ſo it will be Sin unto him, Rom. 14. 23 the 
2. The Man muſt labour to bring up his Hearttd 
the thing, that it do not belie the Tongue; 
will be a great mocking of God, {ſo to draw ges 
him with the Lips, whilft the Heart is far off fron 
him, Ja. 29. 13. | 
The Third thing to be conſidered in this expref 
Verbal Covenanting with God, is the Wa 
how it is to be performed and managed; and 
befides what was ſaid before in Heart-cl@ng wit 
Chriſt, 1 add here, 1. The Man ſhould do 
Confidently, not only Believing that he is abo 
his Duty when he doth it; but alſo that Cod 
Chrift Jeſus will accept his poor impeifet Wal 
of doing, this Duty; he doth accept a Man accord 
ingto what he hath, if there be a willing mind 
2 Cor. 8. 12. a Mite is accepted, ſince it is all thi; 
poor Womans Subftance, Mark 12. 44. Yea, i. 
can be attained, the Man ſhould Believe that hi 
Iſſue and and Conſequence of this Tranſacting ſha 


pro 
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prove Comfortable, and all ſhall be well, and 
that God, who engageth for all in the Covenant 

( ſince he dath determined the Man to this 7 | 
oF. Choice) will in ſome meaſure make him forth- ®3 
I coming , and will perfect what Concerns him; 
Faithful is be who bath — who will alſo doit, 
1 Theſ. 5. 24. If this ence be wanting, the 
matter will be done with much Fear and Jealouſfie, } 
if not worſe , and will ftill prove a diſquieting 2 
Buſineſs to the Man. 2. It ſhould be done Holi- 
.: It is called the Holy Covenant, Luke 1. 72. 
Ihe Holy Things of David, Acts 13. 34+ Here it were 
fitting, that what is done in this expreſs Tranſacting? 
with God, ſhould not be done paſſingly, and on 
the By, but in ſome ſpecial Addrefſes unto God ; 
the thing ſhould be ſpoken unto the Lord, Pſal. 
142. 35. It is beſeeming in ſo great a Buſineſs, 
that a piece of Time were ſet apart for Confeſſion 
and Supplication before God: Yea, alſo the Per- 
ſon ſo Tranſacting with God, ſhould Labour to 
Wave high Apprehenſions of Gods Greatneſs and 
Soveraignty , 2 Sam. 7. 22. Although he thus 
tumble himſelf to behold things in Heaven and 
rarth, and theſe high and holy Thoughts of him, 
amn and . ſhould be attended with Debeſi 
md Humbling Thoughts of ſelf, although admitted 
I chis high Dignity, 2 Sem, 7. 18. It is no ſmall 
ing to — unto, and with the great God 
Heaven, his Son Chriſt, as David ſpeaketh;” 
Aden King Sau} did offer his Daughter unto him, 
Jan. 18. 22. Yea, further, there ſhould be ſpe- 
Fl Guarding and Watching, that the Heart keep 
Ppiritual in Tranſacting with God; there is = 
Walon for this Holy Way of performing the Duty; 
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for, Men are ready to forget themſelves, and to 
ſhape the Lord according to their own Fancy, and 
to turn carnal in the Buſineſs, fince it is a Marriage 

Tranſa&ion held out in all the ordinary Exprefſiong ( 
of Love, as in the Song of Solomon, Ja. 62. 5. Zephs 


£227. | 
g The Fourth thing we ſhall ſpeak a Word unto, , f 
what ſhou'd follow upon this Expreſs Verbal Co-Mth 
venanting with God; I ſay, beſide that Union, / 
and Communion with God in Chriſt, following T] 
u pon believing, if a Man explicitely by Word Tran 
- 20 with God, 1. He ſhould thenceforth be ſingu- . 
larly careful to abide cloſe by God in all manner ve. 
of Converſation; for if a Man thenceforth don. 
any thing Unſuitable, he doth Falſifie his Word be- 
fore God, which will ſtick much in his Conſcience, D; 
and prove a Snare; if a Man henceforth forget. 
God, and take on him to diſpoſe of himſelf, fine He 
he is not his own, and hath opened his Mouth unte 
the Lord, he makes enquiry after Vows, and de- the 
voureth that which is Holy, Pro, 20. 25. 2. He 
who ſo Tranſacteth with God, ſhould hold fteadfaft 
that Determination and Concluſion; it is a ſhame 
for a Man, whoſe Heart hath cloſ-d with God, and 
whoſe” Mouth hath ratified and confirmedsiti/ 
temnly before him, to contradia himſelf gan 
and to admit any thing to the contrary, he gilgh 
boldly to maintain the thing againſt all Deadly. 
Then let me Obteſt you who defire to be Eſta 
blſhed in the matter of your Intereft in God, tha 
with all Conveniency you ſet apart a piece of Time 
for Prayer before God, and Labouring to Wor 
up your Heart to Seriouſneſs, Affection, and th 
Faith of the Duty, to make a Covenant, and t 
Tranſat with God by expreſs Words after this 
Manner. O Li 
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Lord, I am a loſt and broken Crea- 
ture by Nature, and by innumerable 
actual Traxſereſſions which I do confeſs par- 
ticularly. before Thee this Day; and al- 
though, being Born within {the viſible Church, 
was from the Womb in Covenant with 


bee, and had the ſame Sealed into me in 
{Baptiſm , yet for a long time I have Li- 
ved without God in the World, Senſleſs : 


and Ignorant of my Obligation, by ver- 
ue of that Covenant. Then haſt ( at length) 


Diſcovered unto me, and bound upon my 


Heart, my miſerable State in my ſelf, 
and haſt made manifeſt unto my Heart 
the ſatisfying Relief thou haſt provided by 
Chriſt Jeſus, offering the ſame freely unto 
ne, upon Condition that I would accept 
of the ſame, and would cloſe with thee as 
my God in Chriſt: Warranting and Com- 
nanding me upon my utmoſt Peril, to ac- 
et of this Offer, and to Flee unto Chriſt 
Feſus: yea, to my Apprehenſion , now thou 
baſt Soveraignly determined my Heart, and 
aped it for Chriſt Jeſus, leading it out Af 
er him in the Offer of the Goſpel , cauſing 
me to approach unto the Living God, to wg 

| 0 
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* ſo with him and to acquieſce in his Offer , 
without any known Guile; And that I. 
come up to that Eſtabliſhment of Spirit in 
this matter, which ſhould be to my Comfort, 
and the Praiſe of thy glorious Grace; There-· # 
fore, I am here this Day to put this Mat- / 
ter out of queſtion, by Expreſs Words be.: 
fore thee, according to thy Will: And non ! 
J, unworthy as I am, do declare, that I BY | 
lieve, that Chriſt Jeſus , who was ſlain a i. 
Jeruſalem, was the Son of God, and thei ; 
Saviour of the World; Io Believe tha : 
Record, that there is Life Eternal for Ma o. 
in him, and in him only; I do this Day inf þ 
my Heart , plead and acquieſce in that De 
vice of Saving Sinners by him, and do In 
truſt my Soul unto him; I 4o accept of Re 
-conc:liation with God through him, and d 
cloſe with thee as my God in him; I chu 
him in all that he is, and all that may folln 
him, and do reſign up my ſelfe, and what 
am, or have, unto thee, deſiring to be Dil a, 
vorced from every thing hateſul unto tht ar 
and rhat without Exception, or Reſervati 
of any thing (conſiſtent with my knowledge 
or intended Reverſion; here I give the Hat in 
to thee, and do take all things about me Wi ſi 
neſſes, that I, whatever I be, or * 10. 
| ither 
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hitherto been, do accept of God's offer of Peace 

through Chriſt, and do make a ſure Coe 

nant with Thee this Day never to be Reuer- 

ſorti ſed, hoping that Thou wilt make all things 

eres [nds beige on Thy part and mine, 
0 


at · ¶ ſeriouſly beg ging (as I deſire to be Saved) 
be. that my C ions may be Subdued, and my 
Neck brought under thy ſweet Yoke in all things, 
and my Heart made chearfully to agquieſce Þ 
in whatſoever thou doſt unto me, or with me, 
in order to theſe ends. Now, Glory be unto 
W the, O Father, who deviſed ſuch a Saluati - 
on, and gave the Son to accompliſh it; Glory 
be to Chriſt Feſus, who at ſo dear a Rate, did 
Purchaſe the out-letting of that Love from 
the Fathers Boſome, and through whom —- 
lone this Acceſs is granted, and in whom I 
am ' Reconciled unto God, and Honourably 
United unto him, and am no more an Enemy 
or Stranger: Glory to the Holy Ghoſt, who 
4d alarm me when I was deſtroying my ſelf ; 
and who did not only convince me of my Flaze 
ard, but did alſo open my Eyes to bebold the 
Relief provided in Chriſt yea, and did pery 
edge ſpade and determine my wild Heart to fall 
Hall in Love with Chriſt, as the enriching Trea- 
e Wi ſare; and this Day doth teach me how 10 
ve ll Covenant with God, and how to Impropriate 
to 


» 
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to my ſelf all the ſure Mercies of David, 
and Bleſſings of Abraham, and to ſecure to 
my ſelf the Favour and Friendſhip of God 


for ever. Now with my Soul, Heart, Head 


and whole Man, as I can, I do acquieſce in 
my Choice this Day, henceforth reſolving not 
to be my own, but Thine; and that the. care 
of whatſoever concerns me, ſhall be on Thes, 
as my Head and Lord, proteſting humbly that 
—ͤ— on my part, ( againſt which I reſolve, 
Thon knoweſt ) ſhall not make void this Cove- 
nant; for ſo haſt Thou ſaid, which I in- 


tend not to abuſe, but ſo much the more to 


cleave cloſe unto Thee, and I muſt have Lis 


berty to Renew, Ratifie, and Draw Extraths 
of this Tranſaction, as often as ſhall be found 


needful. Now I know Thy conſent to this 
Bargain, ſtands Recorded in, Scripture, ſ 


as I need no new Signification of it; ande 


J, having accepted of thy Offer upon thy 


own Terms, will henceforth wait for what 
45 Good, and for thy Salvation in the End; 


as thou art faithful, Pardon what is amiſs 


in my Way of doing the thing, and accept 


me in my ſweet Lord Jeſus, in whom J on- 


ly deſire Pardon; and in Teſtimony hereof, 


1 fet to my Seal, that God is True, in decla- 


4 ring him a competent Saviour. 


: Let 
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Let People Covenant with God in fewer or 
more Words, as the Lord ſhall diſpoſe them ; for 
we intend no Plat-form of Words for any Perſon; 
mly it were fitting that Men ſhould, before the 
ord, acknowledge their loſt State in themſelves, 
and the Relief that is by Chriſt, and that they do 
declare that they accept of the ſame, as it is offer- 
ed in the Goſpel, and do thankfully reſt ſatisfied 
with it, intruſting themſelves henceforth wholly 
into God, to be Saved in his Way, for which they 
look, according to his Faithfulneſs. If Men would 
heartily, and fincerely do this, it might 
trough the Lords Eleſſing, help to Eftabliſh them 
gainſt many Fears and Jealouſies; and they might 
fate ſome good thing from this Day and Hour, 
rhich might prove comfortable unto them when” 
ey fall in the dark afterwards, and even when 
nany Failings do ftare them in the Face, perha 
it the hour of Death, 2 Sam. 22. 5- It is much if a4 
Man can appeal unto God, and ſay, Thou knoweft 
fre was a Day and an Hour, when in ſuch a place, 
[did accept of Peace through Chrift, and did 
liver up my Heart to Thee, to write on it 
y whole Law without exception; Heaven and 
arth are Witneſſes of it: Remember Thy Word 


1 rx Thy Servant, on which Thou cauſedſt me 
v ONE. | 


Object. 7 dare not adventure to ſpeak ſuch words 
mo God, becauſe I find not my Heart coming 
; ful length in Affection and Seriouſneſs: So 
Joould but Lie umo God, in Tranſacting ſo wit 


Anſw, It is to be regrated that Mens Heart doth 
— of Deſire and Affection 


t with much bound 


Em- 
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Embrace and Welcome that Bleſſed Offer and Por- 
tion - Yet for Anſwer to the Obje&ion, remem- 
ber, 1. That thoſe to whom the Lord giveth the 
New Heart, forming Chriſt, in them, the whole 
Heart is not Renewed ;z there is Fleſh and Spirit: 
Luſting againſt each other, the one contrary unto 
the other, ſo as a Man can neither do the Good or ; 
Evil he would do with full fore-ſail, Gal. 5. 17. It 
is well if there bea good part of the Heart go- 
ing out after Chrift, deſiring to cloſe with him 
on his own Terms. 2. That there is often a rati 
onal Love in the Heart unto Chrift Jeſus, expreſ 
fing it ſelf by a Reſpect to his Commandments 
1 Fobn 5; 3. when there is not a ſenſible prevail 
ing Love which maketh the Soul fick, Can. 2.5% 
Men muft not always expect to find this. I HH O. 
then, although ſomewhat in your Heart draw back 
if you can ſay, you are convinced of you, 2, 
ken State without him, you want 2 "mY 
neſs to cover your Guilt, and you want 
to ſtand out againft Sin, or to do what is pleatngfþ.y. 
before God: You alſo ſee fulneſs in him in bot An 
theſe Reſpetts: You dare ſay, ſomewhat withigyi/h 
your Heart, would be fain at him upon his Chur. 
Terms, and would have both Righteouſneſs foflhyt tl 
Juſtification, and Strength in order to Sandtificatifficy; 
on; and what is within you contradicting this, ö 
your ＋ M ſome ney and 2 Bonito clo 
2H e. If it beſo, your Heart is brought up a ta; 
' oo length z go on to the Buſineſs, and det * 
| mine the Matter by Covenanting with Cod, an 
- fay with your Mouth, That you bave both Right 
ouſneſs and Strength in God, as be bath ſworn fon 
ſhall do, Iſa, 45. 24. It is approved Divas | 
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- unto God, 7 Believe, when much Mis-belief 
in me, and the Heart divided in the Caſe, Mark 
. 24. Withal, ſhew unto God, how matters are 
your Heart, that ſo you may be without Guile 
fore him, concealjag nothing from him, and put 
dur Heart, as it is in his Hand to Write his Law. 
an it, according to the Covenant; for that is the 
hing he ſeeketh of Men, that they deliver up their 
Heart tohim, that he may ſtamp it with his whole 
will, without Exception; and if you can heartily 
nſent unto that, judging Chrift's Blood a ſuffici- 
nt Ranſome, and Satisfaction for Mans Tranſ- 
reſſion, you may go, and expreſly ſtrike Cove- 
a 2 xe) for your Heart and Aﬀettion is 
ready en ; | 
Object. 1 dare not ſo Covenant with God, left 1 
freak o him; Tea, 1perſwade my ſelf, ihat if fuch 
Temptation did offer ſo and ſo Circumſtantiate, J 
ould + © before it, and ſuccumb. efore to 
Iranſaft - ſo with God, whilſt 1, foreſee ſuch a thing, 
re but 10 aggredge my Cendemnations 
Anſw. 1. You have already entred Covenant 
ith God, as you are a Member of his viſible 
hurch; and what is now preft upon you, is, 
t that you may more heartily, fincerely, par- 
ticularly, and more expreſly Covenant and Tranf 
t with him; you are already obliged heartily 
d cloſe with God in Chriſt 3 and, if you do it in 
neart, J hope the hazard is no greater by ſaying 
hat you do fo, or have done ſo. 2. What will you de 
vou ſhift hearty Tranſafting with God in Chriſt, 
"Wd do not accept his Peace, as it is ? 
ou have not a Second of it in the World ; ei- 
aer you muſt do this, or Periſh for ever: * 


1 
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if you do it with your Heart, you may alſo ſay 
with your Tongue. 3. If People may ſcare {4 
Covenanting with God, becauſe they will afte 
wards Tranſgreſs, then not one Man ſhould Con 
nant. with God; {or ſurely every one will Tra 
greſs afterwards, if they live any length of Ti 
aſter the Tranſaction; and we know no Way li 
thi-, to ſecure Men from falling: For if you C 
venant honeftly with him, he engageth , befic 
The new Heart, to put his Fear and Law tberei 
to give his Spirit to cauſe you to walk in bis Wa 
And when you Covenant with God, you deliver 
your ſelf unto him, to be Sanctified and mat 
Conform to his Will; it is rather a giving up 
your ſelf to be led in his Way in all things, a 
kept from every evil way, then any formal 
gagement on your part, to keep his Way, and 
hold off from Evil. So that you need not ca 
at the Covenant, the Language whereof 1 
Wilt thou not be 'made Clean? Fer. 13. 27. Al 
all that ſhun to ſtrike Covenant with God, « 
thereby declare, that they defire not to be mat 
Clean. 4. As it is hard for any to ſay Conhde 
ly, they will Tranſgreſs, if ſuch a Temptation d 
offer ſo and ſo Circumſtantiate z becauſe M 
may think, that either God will keep a Tem 
tation out of their way, or not ſuffer them 10 
Tempted above what they are able to hear, or give 
them a way of eſcape, Pſal. 46. 1. 1 Cor. 10. 1 
So the queſtion is not, what I may do afterward 
but, what I now reſolve to do. If my Hea 
charge me preſently with any Deceit or Reſolu 
on to Tranſgreſs, I muſt lay aſide that Deceit b 
fore I Tranſat with God: But if my 4 
ary 
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harge me with no ſuch purpoſe, yea, I dare fay, 

reſolve againſt every Tranſgreſſhon ; and al- 
hough 1 think I ſhall fall before ſuch a Tempta- 
jon, yet that thought floweth not from any allow- 


ave done to provoke God to deſert me, But the 
ord knows, I reſolve not to Tranſgreſs, nor do 
approve any ſecret Inclination of my Heart to 
ich a Sin, but would reckon it my ſingular Mer- 
to be kept from Sin in ſuch a Caſe; and f 
dge my ſelf a wretched Man, becauſe of ſuch a 


ake me Tranſgreſs. In that Caſe, I ſay, my 
eart doth not Condemn me, therefore I may, and 
bt to have Confidence before God, 1 Job. 3. 21. 
this then be the Caſe, I ſay to thee, although 
du ſhouldeſt afterwards fail many wayes, and 
perhaps draw upon thy (elf ſad temporal Strokes 
xreby , and loſe for 4 Seaſon many Expreſſions of 
Love, yet there is an Advscate with the Father to 
ad thy Pardon, 1 John 2. 1. ho hath ſatisfied 
our Breaches, Iſa, 53. 5, 6. And for his ſake, 
pd reſolveth to hold faſt the Covenant with Men 
er their Tranſgreſſion, 7/al. 89. 30, 37. elſe 
could he be ſaid to Betroth himſelf to us for 
r? Hoſe 2. 19, 20. And how could the Cove- 
t be called Everlaſting, ordered in all things and 
e, If there were not ground of Comfort in it, 

when our Houle is not ſo and ſo with God? 2 
d. 23. 5. Yea, it were no better than the 
venant of Works, if thoſe who enter it with 
q, could ſo depart from him again, as to make 
oid unto FR and to put themſelve 


intos 


I, and approved Reſolution to do ſo; but from 
owledge of my own Corruption, and of what I. 


dy of Death within me, which doth threaten tq 


—- —_— — —-— — . - 


they made it, Fer, 22. 40. compared with Heb, 
38. 8. The Lord hatetb putting away Mal. 2. 16. No ho- 
meſt Heart will ſtumble on this, but will rather be 

gthned thereby in Duty, Hoſ. 14. 9. For other 


© Death, dooblige the Ingenious Wife unto Duty. So 
© There Men will fear the Lord and bis Goodneſs, Hoſ. 3. 5. 
Object. I have at the Celebration of the Lords 
Supper, and at ſome other Occaſions, Covenanted ex- 
= (prefly and verbally with God; but my Fruitleſneſs 
in bis Ways, and the renewed Fealouſies of my Gract- 
bons State, maketh me Queſtion if ever 1 Tranſafed 
” "with God in Sincerity, and Ithink 1 can do it no o- 
. — s then I bave done it. : 
& nſw. 1. Men are not to expect fruitfulneſs ac- 
* «cording to their defire, nor full Aſſurance of God's 
- Favour, immediately after they have fled unto 
*Chrift, and expreſly tranſacted with God in him, 
Thbeſe Things will keep a Man on work all his 
Days: The Saints had their Failings and Short - 
3 <omings, yea, and Back- ilidings, with many Fits 
of dangerous Miſ-belicf, after they had very ſeri- 
badly, and fincerely, and expreſly cloſed with God, 
ds their God in Chrift. 2. Many do look for 
FErpitfulneſs in their Walk, and Eftabliſhment of 
Faltd, from their oun Sincerity in Tranſacting with 
11 


God, rather than from the Spirit of the Lord je- 
ſus. They haft their Heart in their own Honeſt 
And Reſolutions, and not in the Bleſſed Root Chri 
" without whom we can do nothing, and are 
* anity altogether in our beſt Eſtate, Men ſhould 
= rememberpthat one piece of Grace cannot pro 
0 y Degree of Grate-zHor there 45 nothing a 
* ; * wo 


G 


N. of . * 


into a worſe” Condition than they were in before 


1 Ke and Bonds, beſide Divorce, and Puniſhment by 
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work Grace, but the Arm of Jehovah 5 And if 
be Men would lean unto Chrift, and Covenant with» 
bim as their Duty abſolutely, whatſoever max 
by be the conſequence, at leaft, looking only to him 
S0 for the ſuitable Fruit, it ſhould be far better with 
+ 5+ them: God pleaſeth not that Men ſhould betake 
ds themſelves unto Chriſt, hd Covenant with him for 
ex- a Seaſon, until they ſeè if ſuch and ſuch Fruit ana 
meſs Wl Eſtabliſhment ſhall follow, purpoſing t) dif-clainn- +3 
» Þ their Intereſt in him, and the Covenant, if ſuch: 
ated WF and ſuch Fruit doth not appear within ſuch a length," 
no I of time. This is to put the Ways of God to Try: 
al, and is very diſpleaſing unto him. Men muſt ab- 
$ ac- Il folutely cloſe with Chrift, and Covenant with him, 
reſolving to maintain theſe things as their DMH, 3 
unto and a ready way to reach Fruit, whatſoever MM 
him. follow there upon, theychaving a "Teſtimony with®- 
[1 his Ria them, that they ſerioully. deſign Conformity t 
hort: his revealed Will in all things; ad they that havens 3 
Fits ¶ cloſed Covenant with him for the fame. end, as wel 
co be Saved thereby. 3. Men ſhould be Baring 
God, to bring in queſtion their way in Tranſactions” 
with God, unleſs they can inſtrutt the ae; ar” 
ent of have great eee u can +, 3 
g with any Deceit or Guile Tn yo Trahſacting wien Mm, 
rd je: ¶ you are obliged to diſclaim and rectifie it, and to- 
oneſt) I Tranſact with God honeſtly, and without Guile : 
Chriſ I But if you know nothing of your Deceit or Guileg'. - 
in the day vou did{Franſatt with himz yea, you 
ſhould I can ſay, that you did appeal unto God in chat Bay, 
that you dealt honeſtif tk him , adi intended nl 
not to deceive; ana bteſt him according to 
ich his Faithfulneſs, to ſeateh and try if- there was '*_n_ 
ny Crookedneſs in your way, and to diſcover it 
H 24, unto; 
=>: 
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unto you, and heal it, Pſal. 139. 23, 24, And 


'S Plat. 18, 25z 26, 
So will not ſuffer him to 


dels the Man intend to deceive both God and 
to your Unwatchfulneſs, and your Misbelief; and 


7 


mtmeſe chings upon want of Sincerity in your ddoſing 


irt, chat 
od. and that the reſt 5 your, Works are wrought 


2 God, and approved 


eg of the Spirit and the Water, joyning wich th 


afterwards you came to the Light, that your Deeds 
might be Manifeſt, ohn 3. 20, 21. And you can WY 
Jay, that Gods anſwers from his Word to you, in 


ſo far as you could underftand, were anſwers of 

Peace, and Confirmations of your fincerity ; Yea, I 
further, you dare ſay, that if upon Life and Death, WV 
yon were again to Tranſa&with him, you can do I *< 
it noother way, nor intending more Sincerity and 1 


Seriouſneſs than before: Then I dare ſay unto thee 
in the Lords Name, thou oughteſt net to queſtion 
thy Sincerity in Tranſacting with God, but to have 
Confidence before God, fince thy Heart doth not 
Condemn thee, 1 Foh. 3. 21. And thou art hound to 
Believe that God dealeth uprightly with the up- 
right Man, And with the pure doth ſhew himſelf pure, 
It a Man intend honeſtly, 
Beguile himſelf, yea, 
the Lord ſuffereth no Man to deceive himſelf, un- 


Men. 4. Therefore, impute your Unfruitfulneſ(s 


Impute-your want of full Aſſurance, unto an Evil 
Heart of Unbelief, helped by Satan to act againſt 
the slorious Free Grace of God; and charge not 


with Chriſt; And reſolve henceforth to abide cloſe 
by the Root, and you ſhall bring forth more Fruit; 
and by much Fruit you lay your ſelf open to the 
witneſs of God's Spirit, which will teftifie with your 
u ſincerely and honeftly cloſed with 


fhim; and fo the Wit- 


* 


= 
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Blood, where - upon you are to lay the weight of 

Jour Soul and Conſtience; and where alone ou 
are to ſink the Curſes of the Law, due unto you 
For all your Sins and Failings in your beſt things. 

„ {Theſe three do agree in one, vix. That this is the 
. Way of Life, and Peace, and that you have inte- 
o reſt therein, and ſo you come to Quietneſs and 
4 fan Affurance, Fobn 15. 4, 5. and 14. 21, 23, Nm. 


-& 8. 16. 1 Joby 5. 1. 

on : 2 
ve . | 4 
ot Bleſſed Bargain of the New Cove-- 
— nant, and thrice Bleſſed Mediatun 


re, of the ſame ! Let him ride proſperouſly,, * 
ly, £ «nd ſubdue Nations and Languages, aud 2 
= * in all co Jewels, | ho | 
nd %, Company of the Fir(t-born', and, 
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